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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of the Seventeeoth Session.) 

VOLUME XVII.<-No. S. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the (’oum il (^hiiinher in the Town Hull, CalcuttOf 
on Thursday, the i?r>th Fehruarv, 1925, at 3 r.ii. 

Present: 

The ITon'hle the President in the ('hair, the f(»ur Ilon’ble Memberd 
of the Fxei'utive (’oum il and 102 nominated and elected members. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mir. PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Sir Evan Cotton): Order, order. A 

vac.inc\ li.i\ iiijr o<( lined in the oihie ot ''es'*ional Chairman by reason 
of the resj^iKition 1)\ Sii \\ illoMuhh\ ('aie\ id his iiHonbersh i}) of the 
Council. 1 have, undiM Utile d (d the Penpal Lejfi.slat i vi* ('ouncdl Utiles, 
1920, nominated Mr. Kdwaiil \ illiers to la* a sessional ('hairman in his 
place. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Polioe force posted to Tarakeswar during SatyagrMia days. 

^XXXIII.^ Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Wi|l the Ilou'ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be jdea.Hed To state — 

(fc) what police force was stationed at 1 arakt^swur dusiog the Satya> 
graha days ; 

(ti) at whose instance it was so stationed ; 

(iii) who met their costs and charges; and 
(tr) what is the amount of the same? 
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MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMi^NT QbB Hon’bM Sir 
Hugh Stephenson): (i) The extra force posted tt Tarakeswar consisted 
of I Sub-Inspectbr, 1 Assistant Sub-Inspector, 5 head constables and 
95 constables. 

(ti) At the instance of the local officers. . 

(tii) The force forms part of the normal police establishment and the j 
charpfe was borne by Government. 

(ir) Special expenses incurred in travelling and halting of this 
force amounted to Ks. 6,856-14. 

Mr. ill M. SEN GUPTA: Who ap|)roached the local officers for the 
employment of this extra birce of j»olice? 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The local officers to dis- 
charge their responsibility tor the maintenance of ordei appnniched 
Government. 


Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Will the Hoirble the Member luy 
on the table the r(‘p(nts received from the local officers ^ 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: No 


Union Benches and Courts in Hooghly district. 

*XXXIV. Babu TARARNATH MUKHERJEA: i<i) Will the lion ble 

the Member in charge the dudicial I)ej»artment be pleased to state 
the names of the I’nion Hoanls in the district of Hooghly where Union 
Benches and ('onrts hu\e been establi.slied 

</») What steps are being taken to establish rnuMi Benches and 
Courts at least in snnie of the selectetl I'nions in that districts 
(c) Is the Ilon’ble the Member aware 
{i) that the people of those Cnioiis where these Benches have been 
established have appreciated their value and utility :> and ■ 
(ii) that they have been greatly relievetl of the excessive litigation 
expenses y 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rhhim): to) Begumpur I'nion Board in the Seramjiore 
subdivision. 

{h) Subdivisiortttl Officers were asked to look into the matter per- 
sonally in the course of their cold weather tour, and their reports are 
at present under the consideration of the District Officer, Hooghly. 

(r) (i) People are beginning to appreciate the convenience of a 
Union Bench and Court, though there were petitions protesting against 
the continuance the same at first, 
fill Yea. 



.] - QUESTIONS. » 

WttiMMM* undiaburtMi di«t 

•XXXV. Or. 4. tH. DAS GUPTA: (n) Will the H^n’ble the Member 

rharire of the Judicial Department be pleaded to state whether it 4 ti a 
Let that larf^ amounts of witnesses’ undisbursed diet money deposited 
D the Government treasur'es lapse every year? 

ih) If 80 , what sums have thus lapsed, year by year, during? the 
ast five years? 

Tlw Hon'bld Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM * (n) and (h) Government have 
lo information as to the amounts whiiir lapse each year. No separate 
ompilation is made of such statistics, ami the information asked for 
lean l>e procured only at the co'it of smdi lalniur as would not be justi- 
fiiKl by the value of the result. 

Dr, J. M. DAS GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that 
in one district, that is, the district of liofrra. larjre sums of money have 
lapseil to (Government, and is it not a fact that taking all the district.s 
into n<'('Ount, very lar^e sums of money do lapse to (t<»vernment every 
year,*^ If would (ertainly be to our advantage to know what fijfure 
these sums amount to? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I want notice of thin (|uestion. 



• Public Prosecutors of the 24-Parganas district. 

*XXXVI. Mr. M. DAUO: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charjre of the Judii ial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement .showing the names of the jiresent Public Pmsei'uUir and 
Assistant Public Proseiutors in the district of the 24-Par^unus, with 

the resj:e<'tive dates of their enrolment as pleaders in that di.strict? 

# 

il 0 ) How many of them are Muhammadans? 

u) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be [deased to state the sums 
ret^eived by each of such Public Prosecutors in the year 1924? 

(d) Is it a fact that briefs for the (.’rown are sometii^s distributed 
to the pleaders at the discretion of the Additional District Magistrate? 

Tho Hoo'blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM* (a), (h) and (r) Two statements 
are laid on Che table. > 

(d) The Additional District Magistrate, being in charge of the 
department, distributes the briefs when there are more than one case 
coming on at the same time. They are distributed according to their 
importance, the seniority and competence of the pleaders; ai^d accord* 
ing to the number of cases pending already in thif' hands of each 
pleader. The most important cases go always to the Public Prosecutor. 



4 


QUESTIONS. 


[26th Feb. 


Stalemnt referred to in the reply to clawes (a) anii (b) of slurred question 
No. XXXV J, shotting the names of the. present '^Publit> Prosecutor and 
Assistant Pubj.ic Prosecutors in the district of the 24-Pargana8, with the 
respective dates of their enrolment as pleaders of this district. 

Nawf of thf I'Jeadcr or Vakil. Dat« of enrolment. 

1. Pahu Nageiidra Nath Panerjee, Publir Prosecutor May, 1904. 

2. Pal -u Chandra I hiwan Panerjee .. .. February, 1889. 

3 Pal Pumoni Mohan I'anerji Pahadur . . June, 1904, 

4, Tabu l aresh Nath Panerji . , . . Ist July, 1909, 

fi. .Mr. Satiah Chandra ^^ukherj©o .. .. Knrolled in the High Court 

* in 1900 and in the district 

’ of 24 -ParganaB in April, 

1904. 

6. Pabu Jitendra Sankar Das Cupta .. July, 1908.' 

7. Pabu Juliudra Nafh Hoy Choudhury , . October, 191 1. 

8. Ibibu Cirija Phuttan .Mukherji .. June, 1914. 

9. Pabu Nalini (’handra Pasu. . ., May, 1907, 

10. .Maulvi Colarn Ahmed .. 2nd January, 1907. 

11. Pabu Pankoj Kumar (ianguii .. Lnrolled m High Court on 

22nd .\pril. 1913. 

12. Pabu <‘'oon(>Hh Chandra Sen . . . . 1910. 

Statement referred to ni the reply to clause (r) of Ktarred questiort 
No, .V.YA'IV, shoivuifi the amount of fees poul to the Public 
Prosecutor and other enrolled pleader.^ who conducted criminal 
cases on behalf of (rovcrnmvnt during the year 



.Nainen <»f ftlcHtlcr. 

Anuiunt. 

Ksmarki. 



1<8. 

A. 


1. 

Pabu Nageiidra Nnth Hanotjee, l uljic 





Prisocutor 

29,329 

0 

Mas allowed special fea 


m 



m Alipore conspiracy 
ra.se, Maniktala bomb 





case, and Sealdah gang 





case 

2, 

Pabu Chandra Phusan Paneriee, 



. 


Vakil 

i.::32 

0 

\\ as absent for alRlout nx 





months. 

3. 

Kai Komoni .Mohan Panerji Pahadur, 





Vakil 

3,100 

0 


4. 

Pabu Parjah Nath Binerji, Vakil 

6,877 

0 


6. 

Pabu Satwh Chandra Mukherjee, Vakil 

1,776 

0 


e. 

Pabu Jetmdra Sankar Das (!upta. 


c 



Vakil ' 

1,262 

8 


7. 

Babu Jatiitdra Nath Boy Chowdbury, 





Vakd 

712 

8 


8. 

Pabu (itnja Phusan Mukherjt, Vakil 

1,397 

8 


9. 

Pabu Nalini Chandra Pasu. Vakil 

260 

0 


10. 

Maulvi Oolam Ahmad, Vakil 

312 

8 

bin<'e August, 1924. 

11. 

Pab^ Pankoj Kumar Oanguli, Vakil 

968 

0 


11 

Babu Coonaah Chandra Sen, Vakil 

2.682 

0 

Was junior in the Alinonr 





conspiracy case. wUch 
lasted for a long iina. 



QUESTIONS. 




■liNi BcJOY KRIBHNA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble the Member aware 
tha^ there are •»!%’ ^ or 4 (Jovernment pleatters out of n total number 
►f «Ik>ii4 400 plea<lersf * 


The Hofi'ble Str*ABD-UR-RAHIM: The <1)110*41 ion does not refer to 
^TO\ernnient pleader*', but only to the Publie Prosecutor. 

f Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: My (piesUon was whether out of 
:4tt0 ph^aders of the Alipcue (’ourt. only '{ or 4 »»f the most senior jfet 
briefs*' 


The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: The matter is beiu^ inquired 

into. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Reasons for the arrest of Babu Krishna Kumar Mitra and the 
late Babu Aswini Kumar Datta. 

27. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
( har^»’e of Uie Piditicul Di'jiai tment be pleased to state 

(M whether it is a fai t that after the arrest of Palm Krishna Kumar 
Milra and the late Pubu Aswini Kumar Datta under HejfU- 
lalion III of ISIS, the publie w<*re ^^iven to underHt4in<l by 
Government that the rase against them was that the^ hud 
taken ])art in a revolutionary conspiracy; and 
Gi) whether the (Tovernment of Pen^ral are prepari'd to ^ive any 
jrnarantee bewuid their verbal assurance that Regulation III 
of ISltS is not bein^ applied to perKons enfraffed in jieaceful 
and legitimate activities in Hen^uly 

MEMBER m charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bio 
Sir Hugh Stephenson): (i) No: ndr the speech of His Excellency the 
Viceroy in the lie^jislative Council on 2bth February, 191^, an extract 
of which is ffiven below: — 

Q 

Extract from the Gazette of India, dated the 26th February ^ J91(h 

His Excellency the President said : 

«• « « • « 

In accordance with this view the Government of India have decid- 
ed to obliterate, as far as they have it in their power to obliterate, the 
>ore feeling caused by the action which has been forci^ upon them by 
past emergencies. We have determined to release the State prisoners 
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who were deported, under Reflation III of 1818, fourteen months 
ago. Our justification for their release is based Sipon‘ the belief ^at 
the political position has entirely changed, that^the political movement 
of 'which they were the leaders— seditious as it was — ^bas degenerated 
into an anarchical plot, which can no longer he legitimately included as 
port of the political agitation in which theyjvere so culpably implicated. 
We believe that we are no longer confronted by a })olitical movement p 
such as they inaugurated, but are face to face with an anarchical con- 
spiracy waging war against llritish and Indian communities alike, and 
that it win l>e long before we can exterminate the evil unless those com- 
munities agree to work together hand in hand. We believe that their 
mutual efforts will l)e greatly encouraged by the release of the dejmrtees 
as showing that Government is willing to trust the influential classes 
of the people and to rely upon their co-operation and loyalty. 

“ But though we have come to this decision, we cannot for an instant 
disregard the probability of further attempts at (mtrages, and that 
probability we are determined to combat with all the w’capoas at our 
disposal.’* 

(iO The question is not understood. 

TrtatniBnt of prisoners according to their rank and station in life. 

28. BabU ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon'hie the Member in 
charge of the IVditicul Department be pleaseiL to state — 

(i) wliether in the treatment of prisoners under Regulation III of 
I81H the jirineiple laid down in the Regulation that they 
are to be treated according to their rank and station in life 
has been given effect to by the (iovernmenl : 

(it) whether the members of the Bengal I>egislative Council now 
in detention umler Regulation 111 of 1S18 have received any 
preferential treatment in accordaute with that princ'ple; 

(lif) whether it is not a fact that the i>etitioii of istate prisoner Mr. 

S. C. Bose for .s|>ecial clothing in accordance with his rank 
and station in life has l>een rejected by the Governmenif 

(ir) the itumes of |)ersons, if any, who are receiving preferential 
tnwitmeut in accordance with the principle mentioned in 
cl^M «<*) ; Bud , 

(e) what privileges in the matter of clothing, diet, etc., are being 
given to them beyond the ordinary scale? 

Tlii Hon'Mo Sir HUQN BTBRHBNBON: (i) Yes. 

(it) There a^ no members of the liegislative Council now in deten* 
tion under Regulation III of 1818. 



t; 

imj QITESnONS. t 

(III) A petition fo/ olothing better than that nuf^plied (o him waa 
rejacted after llqnirj.^ 

Xiv) *Doe8 not arise. 

(v) Does not arife. 

• 

Cliargos igaifist State and Ordinaim pritonars. 

29. Bldiu ANfLBARAN RAY: Will the Hon 'hie the Member in 
charire of the Political Department be pleased to state 

(t) why prisoners under He^ulaiioii III of 1818 mid the new Ordi- 
nance have not lieen furnished with cMipies of the charges 
prelerred against them; 

(if) whether it is not a fact that the charges framed are of such a 
‘ nature that no other answer to them is jKissihle except a 
direct “ yes " or “ no and 

(ftr) whether the replies from the prisoners have lieeii considered by 
the tw<» Judges?' 

(b) the (fovernment considering (he desirahility of laying on 
the table the charges preferreil, together with the replies re<'eivetl from 
the prisoners? * 

Th. Hol'bl. Sir HUGH STSPHENSON: ia) u) The i hnrKoi. nrr put 
to the detenus in order to inform them of (he nature of (he allegations 
made against them and to give them an op|»or(unity of making any reply 
they fhink fit. This [lurpose is served by rending the charges over to 
them, and there is no necessity to give them copies. 

(ii) No. 

(ill) Yes. 

(« No. 


MetliQd of roforrifig to Btete pritofiars. 

99. Bate! ANILBARAN RAYl Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
rbdVge of the Political Department be pleased to state why, in (iov- 
eminent orders and circulars, State prisoners are referred to without 
any title (Mr. or Uabu), to matter what their rank and idetion in life 
may be? 

mo HoiKMo Blr HUGH BTBRHiHiOHf Beeause it ti eiwtomary 
to do ip. 


BtjuHHiiiwrt of nm0if§ 49». 

B1* Bifeo ANILBARAH RAY I (o) Will the Honlile tbe Member in 
dtetye of tbe Bepariment of Reveftoe (/otbi) be t^ieeaed to atate 
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whether it k a fact that Colonel Thurston, Sujjerinjtfndent of the 
Hooghly Jail,— " ^ ^ ] 

f{t) has systematically ill-treated the Ordinance prisoners in that 
jail; and 

(u) has used insulting and abusive language towards them? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, are proposed to l)e taken in the matter? 

MEMBER in otiarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [dAILS] 
(tho Hon’blo Sir Hugh ttophonson): (a) No, it is not a fact. 

(6) The question does not arise. 

Behu BOROOA PROBAO DEY: Is it not a fact that some cases 
were instituted with regard to this matter? 

Tho Hon*blo Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: If the hon ble member 
will give me the names of the jiersons who instituted these cases, I will 
have inquiries made. 


Stita and Ordinanaa priaanart. 

82. Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: (a) Will the Hoirbie the Meml)er 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on flie table a 
statement showing - 

(i) the names of those who are Wing detained under Regulation III 
and the Bengal Ordinance; 

(it) the places of internment of those who are interned outside the 
jails; 

(lit) the names of those who are receiving allow^unces from the 
Government; and 

(te) the amount of allowances ret'eived by each? r 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the MemWr W j)leased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the hames of (hose who are Wing detained in jails outside 
Behgul ; 

(it) the reasons for transferring them from Bengal jails? 

Tba Hrni’M Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) (i) A^sUtemeui is 

laid on the Library table. 

(li) Government are not prefmred to give this infomiaiioa. 

(til) The names are le in the statement referred to in (t) above. 

(iv) Government are not pirepared to give this infonnation 

(6) (i) and (ii) Ooveromeiit are not prepared to give itis mlormatm, 

f 
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■Mdglt CovammMt af.laiisrt far ItIMI. 

Canaral Diaawsiaii. 

Mr* PRESI DINTS 1 fix the limit of 15 inimiteK for eaoh non* 
oflicial speaker. * 

Mmilvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURYs* Sir, this year we have 
been presen tefl with » Buflfi^t in whi<‘h a sum of Kk. (>*1 lakhs has been 
provided for payment to the Itii{»eriHl Kxrhetpier. This contribution, 
which was not paid for the last 3 years, will have to be paid this year, 
if the Government of India ilo not c<ime to the rescue of Benpil. (Inly 
about 6 or 7 drfys l>ock, whilst speaking on the IVesident's salary, I said 
that the revenue of ]ieng:)l is diminishing, but the ex|>enditure in in- 
creasing; and the Hfm’ble the Finance Memlfcr gave uh a lucid account 
of the income and expenditure of Bengal, in which he gave us to 
understand that a gcMxl deal of money would Im* H|)ent on transferred 
departments this year. Not Ifeing an accountant myself, ami not kncMV- 
ing the te^inii alities of (he Budget, I find (hat out of a total iiu'ome 
of 11 crores and (wld, a sum of 8 crore-s and oihl is going to l)e s{)ent on 
the reserved side of Government, and a paltry sum, merely 5 rfores is 
to l)e spent on (he wMalled nation-hiiildiiig tlepartrnentM ; and with a 
great fiourflth of trum|>o(K, the Hon’hle the Finance Meml)er has said 
that the Kducation Department is (he biggest spemling department on 
the traiKsferred side. Sir, if you take the statistics, you will find f*du- 
cation, according to the estimate of the HotFble the finance Meinl>er, 
comes third Wst. 7'he first department that cf»nies on the revenue is 
the police Department, with a sum of Us. l.,0d,tK),(KHt, that is, nearly 
20 per cent, of the revenue of Bengal. Then comes the General Admin- 
istration and after that (he Fdueation Department. A proj»osal is now 
before the Government, ami is Ijeing ••eriously considered through its 
constfltiy^ted advisers, that this year there ought to In* 4 Ministers in- 
stead of 2 or ;i, who will spend alxiiit d crores, whereas we have 4 
Hon’hle Members, who are to spend 9 crores. Taking the ratio in 
tha| way, it seems to me that the poor rate-payers of Bengal would be 
safer if there was one Minister instead of four, or no Xlic^ster at all. 

I can quite understand^y friend, the Ilon’ble Sir HugC Stephenson 
in wboM* chm’ifi' nnii tbff roost iroporlanl dppftrttoont in. thftt 

i* tbe PoUci>. iJo hn» to look to tbe peace and order ofHhe^ountry and, 
tberafore. a laiife abare of tbe country^a rooney rouat ffo for tbe preaer- 
vatioD at peace and order. Bat, Sir, what ia tfaia peace and orderP Hay 
we aak tbe Hon’ble Member to tell ua wbat tbi» peace and «wder iaP 
I will tfivwyou an example of a caae in which tbia peace and ^*** 

been tmtbfnlly exemplified. Tbe other day, two of tb* moat Hoa’bla 
Jnditea of the Coart acquitted a nan of marder, I mean 

Mr. Premananda Dntt; aa aoon, bowerer, aa be came oat of tbe jail, 

Za 
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the government of Benjcal in advance iftsued a i^arrai^ for his arrest 
nnder the Bengal Ordinance Act and he was amested. Indeedj^ thi?» is 
lay and order, 4nd with a vengeance, too! What respect do we find 
paid to the decisioii of the two most Hon ’hie Judges of the High Court 
who refused to entertain the dying declaration of the murdered Sub- 

G 

In8]>ector — 

* 

Mr. F. E. •JAMES: On tt point of order, Sir, may I know what 
this has to do with the discussion of the Budget? ^ 

Mr. PREIIDENT: A general d is<'ussion of the Budget ranges as a 
rule over an enormous variety of subjects, and it is very difficult for 
the President to say what is relevant and what is not. r. 

Dr. KUMUD EANKAR RAY: May 1 ask under what head of the 
Budget the point raised by the member comes in? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I imagine that he can bring it under the head 
of Judicial Kstablishment. However, we have heard enough about 
this. We had better pass on to something else. 

Maulvi Md. NURULHUQ CHAUDHURY: 1 was given to under- 
stand, and I think I am right that the nuunbers of the Council what- 
ever Hp<M»ches they deliver in the ('ouncil, are immune frowi prosecu- 
tion, and when they enter the (-ouncil C^haral>er, they are immune from 
arrest, but I always find the memlKTs of tlie Criminal Investigation 
Department dogging our footittap^ 'Sod even coming into the lobby. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That (piestion does not ari.se. You I'an say they 
are over-paid, but I do not think you can say anything else. 

Maulvi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: I say this l>ecause they 
often come into the lobby and iH'ep into the Chaml)er. I>a&t year there 
was a provision for SecTet Service money amounting to Us. 75,00(1, and 
year before last (he amount was Hs. 50,(KK1. But this year we find that 
they have budgetied for a lakh of rupees on this account, and the 
reason given by the Hon’ble MemWr was that the Criminal Invetti- 
gation Department officers hud to travel a lot more and more money is 
necessary for that dejmrtment. The Criminal l^aw Amendment Act 
has been certified and there are provisions iii it that a man who can- 
not be fouiid«tn give evidence on behalf of pn>se<*utlon mt is not easily 
available whatever he stated previously would he legal evidence against 
accused persons and in order to suppiirt and (corroborate these evjdencee 
witnesses shall have to be procured by hook or by crook. When no 
satialaotory explanation comes forward, how secret services money is 
speni, &ien I lake it that is utilised and will be utilised for the pur- 
pose of giving bribes tp witnesses to come forward and give evi- 
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Up*. PRItlOENT: You should not brinir ft charge of thfti kind 
untfMft you are prepared to aubstantiate 

kil^vi Md. NURUL HUQ OHAUOHURYl 1 uudbratuud that tjiift 
money would be ufiliited for the purpose of prtH^uriug wittietiaea. 

TIm Sir HUCHsSTEPHENSONt May I jioiut out that this 

« understanding is quite wrong ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is very prolmhly the case. I must ask 
the meinbw not to accuse (loveriiiiieiit of bribing witnesses. 

Mauivi Md. NURUL HUQ CHAUONURY: I think (he inemlieri 
of this (V)uncil are entitled to know how’ (he iinmey is going to Ih» 
sptuit and how; it was sjsMit la.st year. 

Sir, in the Kducution IKqmitmeiii’s Budget we tind that alamt 
Kh. wduld he .s{hmi( for a Muhaininaditn (’ollege. Out of 

that, one lakh was giuntisl last year, but the probable exjHUiditure 
would Iw Bm. l.HbtMMh Pid|H*rly s{H*aktng, that ought to la* show'ii 
in the l*uhli<- Works Department Bmlget. hut the amount of stijwnds 
oi Hidiolanships lias not Inm'Ii iiH’reused us it ought to have lM*eii. The 
Kdmation Defiart ment is one of the s}H*nding diqiartments on the 
transferred side and education, according to us, whether Hindus or 
Muhammadans, should Im* im|airted to e>eryone, without distinction, 
whether i n li oi |K»or. The amount provided for eiliication is not quite 
enough foi that education which we want, I mean primary education, 
(fovefnment is in honoui iMumd tp giyq education to everyone of its 
suhjec tii, and up to now*, (rovmiment haw not given that amount of 
attention to the subject that (hey oiigbi tq have given. J(.f more 
money loiild la* found foi |adice ex|M*mlitun‘, police huildings, for 
ap]Nuntment ot an cxtni Minister, for paviiieiit of extra money to the 
memlHOs of the Sei vices, and also for eH)>ioiiage and other im4iirri| 1 
do not urider.stand why education should not receive much more or 
twice Ukat amount which has l)een hudgetted for. 

The lloirhle the l iiiaiMe Meiiilier said that Doveinment are trying 
a scheme druwti up hy Mr. (*. II. Das last year, and a sum of 
Hif, 1,2*5.(KK1 has lH*en provided for village organisation. J 0 it enough 
for the whede of Bengal y The Ifoirhle Menil>er said Uiu| (his amount 
may not Iw s^ieiit durinj^the whole year and the scheme Wing in an 
experimental stage, it fun> Is* necessary to spend iiior# money. In* 
detnl, (fovernlbeiit moves very slowly. I think (he %»oift*y which Mr. 
Das asked, if it is put in the hands of my leader, may l>e all spent with* 
tu tha year and he will ask for more, or |>erluipM double the amount 
during the next year not to s|>eak of spending this paltry sum. 

Now,l come to Excuse. In the Excise Department the rqyentte is 
every' day increasing, and ibis revenue we are getting lA the expense of 
the people who have taken to drug bftbtts. I do not mind if my 
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European friends want to take a certain quantity of b^erage every 
day to which they are accustoeied, but to the pqp/ people of India who 
are not accustoaed to these habits, these drugs should not be made 
eaSily available to them. I know there are a certain class of people in 
Bengal who cannot do without pachtcai or home«made beer, but the 
Government lakes u tax from them for this, and the Govei:nment says 
** become as drunk as you like, but pay us our tax,” so that the 
money that we will get out of you will be spent for carrying on the 
administration and to keep law and order. Secondly, everyone is try- 
ing to put down the opium-eating habit. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit was 
allowed two minutes more to conclude his speech.) 

In Geneva the (’hiuese people want that no more opium should be 
sent out of India, but we find that under opium our revenue is every 
day increasing, and this year the Ilou’ble the Finance Meml)er will 
have about Its. 17 lakhs increasc‘d income from opium itself. 1 say that 
this is blood-money which we ought not to take out of the people, 
and it should immediately be put a stop to. 

Of. Hi Wi Bi MORENOS The Budget as presentwl by the Ilon’bie 
the Finance Memlier reminds one of the story of the Trishman’s 
blanket. When he lay down and covered himself with it, he found 
his toes were woefully exposed to the cold. To remedy this«he clipj>e<l 
off a piece from the t<ip of the blanket and 8titche<l it on to the lower 
end in onler that his tws might remain wann in future. I thi^k the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Budget has clip|M‘d fxff a giKsl deal 
here and a giKsl deal there, adding those j>ortion8 to other tlepartments 
with the result that no one seems entirely satisfinl. 

The groat question tkat hangs over the Budget is that of the Meston 
Award of 63 lakhs to the 1 m{)erial Exchequer, which dangles like the 
•word of Damwles over the heml of Bengal. I think, although repre- 
•entations have been made to the Government of India, g ^ 6nal 
repreteuiation should lie made once more for the permanent remis- 
sion of that amount. There is a verj' good case for the Province of 
Bengal. Bengal pays by m^ay of n»veuue to the Im^ierial Exchequer 
far more Ufiin tbe other provinces do. In the Punjab where irriga- 
tion is carried out largely at the ex)>enfie of the Government of India, 
the revenue has considerably increased. Formerly the income of the 
Punjab was cpily«lH lakhs; after irrigation introduced ^ the Govern- 
ment of India, the income rose in 1919-1920 to 136 Uba. B^gal 
has bad no such irrigation schemes carried out by the Government 
of India. Yet iU income compares very favourably with tbat/bf the 
other provinces, which alao contribute to the Imperial Exchequer. 

FurBker th^ export duty on jute is, I understand, over 2 crone 
and 38 lakhs and the export duties on tea and on cottem goods are 
ak» very large, all going to swell the revenuee of the Imperial 
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tiselmqiier. In 191d-20~'I nm tarry I hare ipran latnr 
liii by tzporf dut^ ffn tea paid out m iakht, on riot 9 lakht. The 
ei:]^ort* duty altogetber from Benpfal wat 2 en>reB atd 8Si lakbt. In 
Madraa it was 6 promt and 75 lakkt^ in Bombay 10 orortt and in 
Banna 45 lakbt. 

Then with regard to InToine Tax and Su|ier Tax wliirh an* lm{>trial 
reTtnaes, Bengal ct>m]>areii very favourably* with oilier provinoet. 
I hold, therefore, that a hnal and determine<l repreteniation thould 
be made to the Government of India bating our argumentii on the 
logic of facta, in onler that aomething should lie done for the perma- 
nent remission of this c<mtributioti laid down by the Mestou A watt! 
towards the Imperial Exchequer. 

With regard to the Police, 1 notiw that this ywir we have to 
provide for proprietory’ buildings instead of having the jxdice housed 
in rented buildingt. The Police, somehow or other, always comes up 
in the Budget like King t'harles’ head, mentioneil in one of Dickenses 
novels, a’here the charact(»r could not carry on any ron vernation with- 
i>ut bringing it in. Last year we had to diM'uss mosquito-nets for the 
Police aifd this year %ve un* discussing nmfs and avails for them to 
dwell in. We un* remindetl thereby that fhe Police like the fioor 
are always with us. 

S{>eakcng as a repn*wntative of the Anglo-Indian cornmuuily.I shmild 
like to express my gratitude to the (ioveniincnt for n*sU>ring Us. 99,<H)0 
whic^ were cut out from last year’s Budget under u set of sail circum- 
stances to which I do not wish to refer here. Sir. the Angh^-Indian 
community is suffering very' sorely for the want of pnqier education 
and most of the whools where the young are having 4lie}r etluciitton 
require every pie of the grunts made to them- It is very satisfactory 
to see the grants being restorerl. I also notice with a sensi* of gratitude 
that the grant to the KaliinjKing Hmiies to which a largi*r niimlH*r of 
Anglo-Indian children go for their education has l>een raisiMl from 
Rs. 4%.000 to Ils. 6G,000. The Entally Oridiunage not very far from 
this Council ChamWr has also Wn given a grant of Us. 61, IKK) 
a'bich I gratefully ackjiowlwlge, on behalf of my community for new 
buildings. The Entally Oqihanage is very badly hoi^l and the 
present accommodation is too scanty to adroit even of a sli^Uy enhanced 
number of orphans. result is that sexme of the poor orphans 

have to sleep under the beds of others for want of {Proper sleeping 
aocofnmodaiion. This grant will do a great deal* of* good to the 
iniiatutioD. 

Sfieaking personally, I also acknowledge with graitiude the grant 
of Be. 59,<XK) made to the Church Missionary Society's High School 
at Qard^ Reach. It is an institution which bae done a graat deal 
of good for several eofnm uni ties in that portion ol Calcutta. Spaak- 
ing as the bead of the institute at one time, I express my gniltucle 
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for ti^e giymg of this grant wbich will go towards the erection of a 
building for an institution which has been se^ng k very uselul 
purpose. 

^ notice that in the Industries Department very little has been 
given by way of real help. After all, the great Nation-Building 
Departments are mainly agricultural and iifdustrial. If the people are 
to advance they must advance along the lines of agriculture and 
industry. In agriculture very little has been done by the Government 
and in industries less. We were to have technical sc'hool in Calcutta 
but it has not yet been started. I would suggest that chemico-tecKno- 
logi^al institutions be started for the study of the analyses of foo<lstufl^ 
oils and manures ami for training up students to start industrial 
enterprises. We have seen recently that the indigenous oil known as 
ckalmugra and other such oils have been used largely in the cure of 
leprosy. Other indigenous drugs may with advantage be analysed and 
tested if such an institution were started; thus opening the way for 
industries, which in their tuni will go to sidve the groat question of 
unemployment. 

With regard to the Calcutta Cniversity I note that Its. 2,00,000 
have lieen earmarked for that institution in order to balance its 
expenditure with its income. The ( alcutta Cniversity is serving a 
very useful pun^se and I am glml that Go%’ernment has m^w seen fit 
to come forward to help it. In this connection I should like the Gov- 
enmient to urge on the rniversity the ne<'es8ity of jjaying mr>re atten- 
tion to v<K*tttional education. We are Wcoming none tlian tiied of 
this mad pursuit of a mere foim of literary education and I trn^t that 
something will be done in this direction in the near future, as there 
is so much growing unemployment among the inid<lleH las»eH, psp^M'ially 
among Anglo-Indians. Hen* T w'ould eHjH»cially urge ujwm the Gov- 
ernment the need of an Anglo-Indian hostel to W atUiched to Cab uita 
Cniversity such os for the other communities. The Anglo-Indian rom- 
luunity is taking more and more to higher e<lucation Cniversity ednca- 
ticm and I would pleml for some sort of hostel acfomnuKlation to 
attract aspiring members of the community, where students may well 
lie houswl while eoutinuing their higher studies. In Dacca, I under- 
stand, a star\ has alreiuly been mmle itv that dire<'tion: and 1 think a 
beginning should also ma<le here as well, f(^ several of our boys are, 
as I have alreifily said, taking to the I'liiversity course (»f studies, notably 
St Joseph V High School at Bow Batar, which has a£rea<iy started 
Cniversity I'ourses; if we ha%*e such hostel accommodation, I am sgre, 
students will be attracted to the Cniversity In larger numbers* 

For primary odneation, 1 notice that Government is giving only a 
lakh forsthe Pnnchayati Union Board schools. After all it seems to 
me that Government should give out more liberally towards primary 
education leading on to the ideal of universal free primary education* 
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In Ah eonneotion I notice one thing and that it the haphaaard 
tki which these t^rantl ^or education are (w^ng do]e<l out^and indeed all 
giants for the Transferred Departments. I hope thai when Ministers 
are ap{iointed they grill lay down a dehnite policy for the Irantfeiled 
subjects which may be carrieil out in a sympathetic manner even by 
their suceessors. At present what hap|)ens is this: A hue and a cry 
is made for a particular thing and it is givep. There is no definite 

and well-cut programme made out by those in charge of the Trans- 

ferred Departments. I, therefort*. hojje that a more definite and clear- 
cut programme will he laid down hv the Ministem alniut to assume 
olli<‘<% whose successors woiilil l>e heljieii to cany out the uofintshiHl 
part of the pnigraiurne laid down by their pre«leresHors. The present 
ha)>hu 2 urd iiufinicr of meeting the ikmhIs of the Province cannot hut 

le4ui to fleplorahle loss, hy the endless starting oni*e more of (xdienies 

hut half accomplished. 

With regard to medii'al srh<xds, I notice that we have a Mhoctl 
in ('alciitta, one at Duci a. one at Mymensingh and so forth. We ought 
to have a well-eijiiijiiKHl wlimd at llownih which is a very fwipulous 
reiilre. lewould suggest that (hiverninent should meet the neiMls of 
the peojde of that hnality and consider a scheme for starting a medical 
s< Insd then*, which would cn«niriige the prominent citis<uis thcn» to 
( arrv on to fruition. 

^ ... 

Sir, I would als<» draw attention to another )miH>rt 4 int subject. 

I alluilc to the (ultle in the Province; very little is l»eiiig done in 
that (lirtM tion. It is to the cattle of India that {ample must ha>k for 
the future welfaie of India. Here in India the C4ittle draw our 
burdens: they plough our fields; they als<» give us rnillc for the iipket^p 
ot otir children ami milk pnalucts for the sustenance of our aiitilis. 
Thereffue, it is to the cattle of India that the {Mu>ple have to hmk for 
their future welfare and I hojie that something J'omprehensive will 
la* dcpie in this connection. We have at Rang]>ur a (Government farm 
for irnfirfjving the hree<l of cf»ws and hulha'ks; and I hoja* that beyond 
this iimn* comimdiensive measures will la» taken up for the improve- 
ment of the cattle, which in its turn will leail to (he pnmjjerity of 
th(^ masses. 

Finally, 1 should like to plead in the name of my cwnmunity for 
s<uiie adequate grants feg the formation of a home of industries in 
which Anglo-Indians could profitably he ei»ploye<l insteaii of their being 
comjadled to ?eceive doles hy way of charity. We, Ktr, as Anglo- 
Indians form a minority community which is hy no means affluent; and 
we df^look and pray to those that are more generously situated 
give ns that help which chivalry alone can give. I earnestly hope that 
when the budget grants will be discussed in, this C^onitdl iho«t grants 
whkh are earmarked for the Anglo-Indian community #ill receive that 
chivalrous and jpenerons response from those coumianities who are more 
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foriimately tituaiad, which it can rightfully expect hy virtue of the 
high tiee of kinship and comiaon interest. ^ 

* 

^Mw dOCINORA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: 1 do not know 

whether I can profitably take up the time of the Council by making 
a speech on the Budget presented by th^Hon^ble Mr. Donald. Sir, 
the object of allowing % discussion on the Budget is not merely to elicit 
the views of the members of the Council as to how the two sides of 
the Budget may be balanced but also to enable them io, have their 
say on the policy underlying the collection of revenue and the proposed 
expenditure under various heads. Sir, wheO one is reminded of the 
fwjt that Budget speeches are more or less of an academic nature and 
fail to serve the purpose with which they are delivered the feeling 
becomes irresistible that they are delivered entirely in vain. But the 
ceremonial function must be gone through and the days allotted for 
the pur|)Ose must be spent by unbunleuing ourselves of the thoughts 
that may be rankling in our hearts for an outward expression. Sir, 
the Ueforms were inaugurate<l with great pomp and ceremony, and 
we were aske<l U> Mieve that our adiainistniU>rs had changed their 
angle of vision and that India was really put into the path of pro- 
grt'ssive realization of Swaraj which is the aim of her aspirations. 
Fully four years have rolletl by and if one turns his eyes back to what 
has hapi)ened within these four years, I Wlicve I shall not* la* accustnl 
of using the languagi* of exaggeration when I say that even the 
boldest optimist will not venture to claim that India has n»ully t.Tained 
even by a hair’s bremlth her right to shu]>e her own destinies. Year 
after year the elected representatives offer their crilieisms on the policy 
of the administration urging demands which they (consider im|K>rtant 
for ietmring the health and happiness of the people but their demands 
are invariably thrown into the eold shade of neglect. Turning to the 
Budgt^t now under discussion we find the wune iwlicy of distribution 
of doles for the bare sulisistence of the nation-pre8er%'ing dep^tuents 
from what is left after making iMlequate and hands(»me provisions 
for those whose claims form the first charge uiam the finances of the 
country. A penml of the speech deliverwl by the Hon’hle Meipber 
in charge S( Finance leaves in my mind tire impression of a man in 
dire distress^ struggling to make lioth ends meet but always apprehend- 
ing that hiia expenditure may full short of* his iiu^me but for some 
favourable cifcumatances which he anlently wishes to happim. I heartily 
sympathise with my Hon’ble Friend in his diffieultiee. His Budget 
is an adversity Budget, The Hou’ble Member tells us that our ordU 
nary expenditure to carry on the administration represents an exceaa 
of lakhs over our incomo~-in other words, by the paynient of our 
provindtal conirtbuiion, the Budget is a deficit one to the extent of 
lakhs. We have bei^n told that since the year the reformed con- 
ftitution came into being, the Budget has been a deficit Budget ail 
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Attempti have htm made ta retienok Mcpeiidililr^ m nuioiia 
w«ft *11^ to i£cmi&^a r»T«iu« by aiditiottal taxation, ^boi tbo not 
itmIiH of all activities in these directions comes to 4hts that without 
tnahiag any fnovisioa for new works, the ex[>endtture falls shorf of 
the incMne merely by providing for carrying on the administration. 
The provision for incremeifts of salaries, as a consequence of the deci* 
sion of the Lee Commission Report, is partly t^^siKUisible for the deficit 
according to the Hou'ble Mr. Donald. The debate on (hut repoii in 
the Legislative Assembly will fully disclose what the country thinks 
about the reeommeiulatiuiis made therein. TiMlay we are face to face 
with the actualities of the situation. There is no money available to 
save the country from the ravages ( aused by malaria, epidemic diseases, 
want of good* drinking water, fiotal and famine, but mmiey must be 
provided to add to the comforts of those whf» are more than amply 
provided for. Sir, is it suriirising that the average* Indian who desires 
to live should Im* inclined to regard with suspicion the professions of 
sympathy and affection for Uie jH*ople of India on the pari of those 
whose actions often Wlie their pniminesy Surely, Sir, all love for 
the Reforgis at once eva|M)rates when we find that the immediate result 
of the Reforms has been an increase in taxation, in various shapes, 
with a chnmic w'ant of money whenever money is wanteil by the 
|>ei>ple just to enalde them to keep their iKwlies and wmls together, 
hut not w^cii it is nujuinyl t4» add to the luxuries of thost» w'ho belong 
to the seniecH which uit* the most highly paid services in the world. 
Sir, ^ have the honour to repicseiit a ilistrict in far off North Hetigal 
and I am inclined then*fore t<» offer a few’ remarks utioii thi' general 
jK)licy of the ailministratioii affe<*ting the welfan* of the people living 
in the niufassal. My district (Dinajpur) has the itnenviahle rejiutatiou 
of heailing the list of jdaces notorious for an unhealthy climuUf, parti> 
cularly due to malaria. In illitenwy and j>overty rny distrird has 
probably very few parallels in Bengal. In the matter of industries 
we A*%d in authentic nyonls that we hml a lot of iliem in the early 
years of British rule hut they have now become things of the past. 
Villages, which were at one time full of men and women who hail 
food to eat and wat<»r to drink and who ittetl U> enjoy health and 
happiness, are now practically depopulated, full of junglesgind marshes, 
converted into a happy play-ground of wild animals anil hot be<ls of 
innumerable diseases. 8fr, the picture delineated by m% is surely not 
an overdrawn^piciure and represents, I believe, the^noynal cimditiofi 
of a Bengal village. Whenever occasions arise for referring to these 
conditiona of village life, particularly on the occasions of visits to 
diainct towns by tbe Head of the Province, the invariable reply that 
is received is that they are matters relating to the iransfened . depart* 
meiita for which the Ministers are rmqMHisible. It is^dilficfilt for an 
ordinary intellect to appreciate the reaaonahleiieaa of an arrangement 
by virtue o( whiqh tlm departments of education and public health 
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are m/Mle over to the iraneferred half of the adminietration witli no 
purte eufiicieut to carry on t|Lat administration. Soni^ of the moat 
capable men, whpae patriotism and ardent love of the motherland are 
be^fond question, acted as Ministers during the firs} three years of the 
lieformed (Jonstitutiou, but in spite of their best efforts they could 
do nothing to justify their existence. Sir,t>ihe people of this countiy 
have been awakened to a conscdousuess of their legitimate right to 
hve and grow as a nation. They can no longer be expected to remain 
content with mere phantoms. They demand that the county must be 
ailminisierHl with uii eye to their own needs first and to the needs 
of others next. 

There is another matter to which I desire to refer in connection 
with the policy of the present administration. It will not, I venture 
to say, come us a sui prise tcc many of my friends in this House when 
I say that the whcde framework of the administration rests u]>on a 
very weak foundation. It is a matter of common knowledge that the 
great mujoiity of men in HuI)oidinaie posts in almost all the depart- 
inents of the (iovencment are in the habit of rec'eiving illegal grati- 
fication from persons who happen to c’onie in contact with them in 
connection with any w'ork which they may have in a Government 
otfiee. In the case of the Bengal Police their reputation of honesty 
and eonscientious discdiarge of their duties is very far from wliat is 
desiruhle. Sir, it is no answer to say that this state oft things is 
due to the innate moral weakness of the men themselves, (tn the 
contrary, I think it is the |>oliey of the administration that is iqH{)on- 
sihle for such exhibitions of moral weaknc'ss on the |>art of those who 
at tlie Imttom of the udministtativc^ machincMT. 1 consider it 
entirely a w^rong princijde to employ men on inadequate pay and plac'e 
them in pcisitions where they ean easily exeredse their influence either 
iof or against the interests of Uie public', and where they axe con- 
stantly under temptations of various kinds. Take for exiuuple the 
ease of the sub-ins|H‘ctors of |M»lice. A darot/u placed in charge^of a 
thana is the uui hap of the men it^sidiug within his jurisdiction yet 
the pay of a darapa rangi's from Us. 8t) to Us. PIO per month, less 
Uiau the pay of a Sergt*aiit who draws a pay of Its. Utf) to Us. 175. 
In the Poliei^ Department under the head “ Distrii't Exw utive Fon^e ” 
there is provision for dti su{>erititendeiits, 50 assistant su])erintendents 
and 25 deputy" su|>erintemleiits with a salary of Us. 7,99,(KK), while 
1,077 snh-iiis^tH*t<|r« art' to get Us. 18,18,0(K). The pay of an assistant 
sub-iiis))e<dor is only Us. 25 to Us. ilo jier month, and 1^,'l28 assistant 
sub-inspec tors and head eonstables art» allowiHl Us. 8,49,000. The pay 
of a police su|ierintendent is Us. 7ot) to Us. 1,600. Sir, the principle 
of placing a feif highly paid officers at the top who carry away a large 
jiortiou “bf the ^revenue and then leave the real work of the depart- 
ment to be done by individuals who cannot obviously be expected 
to aerve honestly on the pay given to them, carries with it an implied 
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Mmetjon tb»t yiese men tliould liNiiiitnin themeelven ne \mi H ^7 
rail at the expenite <it whi> happenttn rome in contact with iliain. 
ThI lame principle h followed in other depm^menta.* There are 10111 # 
hi^iljT placet ofiicen) at the top while thoee who are at the bottom 
4nd have to do the spade work of the department are paid iueh ealanea 
whirh our ailmiiiiatratorH tre fully awan* eanuot l>e iMitiaiderHl to be 
sufficient for an onHnary lleniralee hhttiralo^ to maintain himielf 
proj>erly. Sir, we hear a >rfK>d deal aliout ret n*neh went, and o«im- 
mitiees to, devise retrenchnients in ex|>enditun». May I nay arithout 
meanitiff any oflfeu(‘e to any IkmIv that no effwtive retrenehmeiit can 
be posnihle until thost* who hold the steering whind of the administra- 
tive car are prejmrrsl to \Miik on a n*asonahle w'ule of pay. Hut the 
misfortune of the whole situation in that what in rtuiaotiahle is not 
to Ih* Jud^Ml by tliose who have to pay hut is left to la* settle<l by 
those who are to <ltau. 'Fhe inevitiihle result is that attempt# to 
swMire ec’omMuy h\ reiliu iii^ a elerk here or a ehaprasi there must 
always end in nothin;; and the eotnplaint made hy the Finance Member 
that he cannot miiki* the two ends ineel lM»<*omeM chroiiie. 

Sir, %ith re;f!ifd the liansfern*d depart men ts, the llott'hle 
Mr. Donald has Iweii pleawil to tell us that the pmvision for rural 
w*ater-stipply has lM*(‘n inrreuHed fn>ni Its. 50,IMM) to Its. lakhs in 
the coinin;; yeai. Hut, Sir, when we Iwuir in mind that the Police 
Hudiret is*ah<»ut d lakhs in exeess of the reviw*d estimate of the eunrent 
\enr and the (teiieral Adiiiinisti'ation Hud^fet is 6} lakhs over that 
of the n‘vi,M*d estimate, the increusi* mentioned by the Ffonide MemWr 
d(H»s not siHun to indicate that the (ioveniinent is really very keen 
al>out the real ijwmIs <d the |M‘(»ple. We hB%’e l>ei*n toh! by him that 
the Govern iiieiit may eluim eredit that Government have been attend- 
in^r to the needs of the transferred departiiieiits. The lfon*ble Member 
d*»es not certainly claim that fiovernment have done all that the |)eople 
could exj>ert the Government t/> do. He wishe*l that more could have 
been* (Jpne but the finanritil eondition would not |>ermit him U> proceed 
further. It is hardly iieressnry for me to stale .that the explanation 
is hut an iM*ho of the ordinary reply that the needs of the reservwl 
departments must la* met first and the demands b^r the nation-buildiniT 
departments come next. S|K*flkin;r on the transferred fl^>arlments I 
desire to draw the [imminent attention of the (Viiinril.Ho the recent 
increase in the rates of^iiithm fees in the Government^ schools. The 
increaiie in ewh of the first four classes is frenemlVv fp>m one rupee 
to eiirht annas and in the other classes from ei|rht annas to four annas. 
There has been an increase in charires for boarders in hostels aitnohed 
to ^vemment iw^hools. f fail to appreciate the jioliry bekind this 
universal, increase in school fees and boardin^r cbarices. The coat of 
education is already very heavy and an ordinary mjddle class man 
who has to educate ^ or 4 children finds it often impoasihle to meat 
their edueaiioniS expenses. The burden is enormously increased mm 
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Mid it if needlesf to add that it will eeriotiflly aff^t tKe oducatioa ol 
tha averafi^e Bengalee boy. To <iny mind ibe incretaae in tees, if capable 
of one explanation, viz,, that the Oovernment if following a policy 
of iVm-co-oporation with the people with a view to^obetruct the educa- 
tion of our lx>yf so far af poffible. 

With regard to the Public Health Department, I have often aaked 
rnyfolf the question as to how the nanitar^' conditions of the country 
can automatically impmve if money is spent lavishly by paying big 
salaries to certain officers with high sounding names. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Donald tells uh that he has provided Rs. I,25,0(l0 for Public 
Health organisations. The question really is how diseases can be 
prevenbMl. We have heani a good deal about anti-malarial schemes, 
anti-kala-axur schemes and so on but the pity of the whole thing is 
that--- — 

[At this stage the meml)er reached the time-limit.] 

Mr. PRiSIDENT: Have you nearly concluded your speech? 

Bibu dOCINDRA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTI: 1 shall finish, 
Sir, within two minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

BalM dOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, I crnnot 
conclude without offering a few remarks u|mui the temi)er of the Oov- 
emmenl at the prewnt moment. 1'he greatest misfortune that affects 
the nation us a whole takes plnc<* when tliose who are responsible for 
the destinies of the nation are Iwl away to have recourse to drastic 
measures on the plea of law and order against those who take a 
prominent part in activities intended to bring about a healthy change 
in the administration. I do not question for a moment that* the 
primary duty of every (ioveniment is to punish those who are guilty 
of committing violence against law and onler. But when the Govern- 
roent loses <'onfidem^ in the courts of law whose primary function, is 
to ndministeivthe law uiKin judicial evidence and lakes upon itself the 
functions of fhe pnmecutor and the judge the condition of things 
lietHimes extremely serious. The recent certir.cation of the Criminal 
l.iaw Amendment A^'t is an exhibition of this temper and Jhe incarcera- 
tion without trial of [lersons who enjoy the highest regard and affections 
of the |ieople is a result of the action taken under this extraordinary 
measure. May I remind the Government that there can be no progress, 
no prosperity, no happiness in a country where the people haye to live 
constantly under, a fear of insecurity in respect of their own personal 
liberties. Iiet us yet hope that good sense will eventually prevail 
in the counsels of the Oovenimeiit. 
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BEJO]^ KEtfHNA BOfi: Sir, in the dull, {Mroiukio. and 
academic diecunsion will now be in ffogrmn, when the flood gate« 
of ofmtoi^ will be laid open and hon’ble membera wiH vie with each 
other in ahowing that they have got an insist of the Budget preaentid 
last week, I have no heart to take a pCominent part. I have carefully 
j^ne through the Budget esiiniatea and have read the speec'h delivered 
bv the Hon^bl© Mr. Donald and other Hoii’ble Members of Ooveniment 
and I do not find much ufwn which I can congratulate them for their 
pn>duction. • It is a deficit Budget. Somehow or other revenues have 
been found to carry' on the every day administration and some bwches 
have l)een given here and there to show that the Government is not 
unmindful to ^he inteiests of the ptH^ple entrusted to their charge. 

I attempted again this year to find out what is the policy l)ehind the 
Budget, what attempts have Is'en made to alleviate the distn'ss of the 
lieople. what provisicwis have l>een made to bring ivlief to the distressed 
— in a wonl what is the guiding prineiple running through the whole 
of it. When I comi* to the pas.sage in the Hon’ble Mr. Donald's sjKM*ch 
that there wAs a jxdicy now in the Budget, I rublH^l my eyes and of^ened 
them as wjfle as possible to find it cmt. The first jadicy I noiif'tHl is in 
his own words “ normal exiHiiisirni (of exis»nditure) due to increments 
of salaries, ct<\. jmrtly as a cons«>cjueiice of the decision of the l^ee 
Commissioa Ucfjort/’ The rep<»rt has not yet Is'en dis<’ussed in the 
Ijcgislative .^^VsseniblN and we do not know whether Government would 
accepl^ it ; yet proviMions have ls*<*n made in the Budget givt* effect 
to their n*<*oinmendutions. Policy indeed- -a |icdicv of loot, of exploi- 
tation, of carrying intt> iwactice I><»rd Salishurv's dictum “ India must 
l)e bled." This ^sdicv finds a place lor the first time in this year's 
Budget in the increase* of pay, enioliimeiits, in'er-H«»as allowance, in- 
crease in the High (’oinmissioner's Budget, etc., for the " steel 
frame " that must Is* maintained in every de[mrtment of administration. 

Tffe jMVond jadicy is that under the present circumstances the revenues 
cannot bf»ar the burden of any loan to meet the demands of the so- 
called " Nation Building I>e|sirtments." but a loan of lakhs for 
the, present might ver>' well raised for better hrjosing of the imlice. 
All other improvements might wait, but not this one, upon it 
depends the maintenance of ** law and ewder." 

j 

Thp n&xt policy I find i. ** that (here arc other ^opoaala for mw 
expenditure ai&iuntinK lo lakh*.’’ But mind, theae aw only " pro- 
poaala *’— proviaional in their nature. If the 63 iakha contribution 
are net remitted, Government will reconaider their poaition and the 
propoaala will never raaterialiae. So tbia policy of the Government 
of Bengal* ia contingent of fulfilment upon the mercy, |he charity and 
the kindneaa of the Government at India. How am *theae expmaea 
to be met f Wili it not be by drawing upon the accumulation of 
bnlMcear Are bnlancea to be d^nwn bpon in thia way juat to ahow 
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thAt the GoTernment iff not nnmindfu] to the interests of the transfeired 
departments f Ougrht we not U> insist upon th^e^ halafices to be kept a 
as a sacred trust^for the development of the “ Nation Building Depart- 
ments " for which no scheme has yet been madeP i»But before looking 
to some of the items of ex[)enditure coverin^c this 58^ kkhs, let ns look 
to the provisions for which (Te<lit is taken ibat the Government is not 
unmindful of the interests cd the |)eople. 

(7) As arising out of the suggestion in Mr. C. R. Das’s s))eech last 
year, the sum of IJ lukhs have been provided for subsidising the 
district l>oards for the (‘leation of health organisations. Indeed 
Mr. C. R. Dus must fe<d supremely happy that his scheme involving 
an exi)enditurc of 5 croies has thus l)een taken up by a kind and l>ene- 
volont Governnjeiit which has introduce4l the thin wedge*^of Ref(,*.*ni in 
the serriwl jdialanx of figures <overing the whole Budget. As a member ^ 
of the distrii't board of 24-Parganas, I take credit in the fact that w’c 


matured our scheme i'lU’ combating niulariu, kula-azar, etc., inde[KMi- 
dent of the Government and wdiile providing 50 thousands of rui>ees 
this year for tin* said pur|>oseN W’e have made prrn'isions for another 
lakh in our Budget for next year. When we launched th*s scheme 
we uimnimouslv resolved that this ex|)enditure of ours will Iw contin- 
gent uis)u Government helping us with a lakh of ruptn-s. A deputation 
irom our Bouid w'aittsl u{)oii Ifis Kxcellein*v the (Governor and the 
memWrs tindersto(«l that 50 thousand ru|n»<^ w’ould Is* gi\Vn to our 
Board. Hut instead 1 find that it is the intention to jmy us onlv 
25 thousand and the remainder 75 tliousand is, therefore, rt>servMI for 
sulwidisiug all other district hoards in the Province! Splendid, for 
wdiieh credit is taken! But while scrutinising the figures with regard 
to public luMilth we find if is admitted that the “ total Budget grant 
IS less than that of the c urrent year ” on this head. The reason given 
is that the muniei|>alities are not ready with thedr schemes. The rc*sult 
is that while last year a pic»visic^i was made of 8 lakhs on this heaid, 
now the amount is cmly 2| lakhs! The total c»f expenses in conCection 
with epidemic difUHia«s, malaria, kala-awir. plague, etc., is less by 
60 thousand ru|iees frotn the Budgi*t figures of the currcnif year. The 
grant for public h^%k purjioses is less by 2 lakhs 58 themsand ruiXH's 
from the B«Wge( estimates of the cunrent year. With this provision 
of diminishcHl exfienditui-e on a suhjfH-t moat vital to the |HH>i)le of (his 
Provinc^e, hcr^ can credit lie taken for provuirng U lakhs for creation 
of imblu’ hpalU) oiiriiniiMitionH, is m thinjr in<-om|>rphpnmb)f: to ibp. You 
fukp Bwuy with the riKht hand what you gracefully give by your left. 

(-*) A ««m of Hn. Hit.OtlO ia provided few appointment of •«ireie 
(dfieera for furthurance of village aelf-govemm«nt. This ia a gift of 
doubtftil utility whinh the majority of the peo|i]e of the Province have 
faded to appreemte. Volymea of booka have been written by EuropeMi 

rtit!iiJ‘r7wn.!!r ^ .E! 

•tiation had kiUed our village orgoniaationa, its civiliiation and colturo. 
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1%ji ii not the place lor me to dwell on thia aubjeot. Bnt the |not it 
loo Weli knowX that ^le influence of local mairiatrataa are Inroni^t to 
heir nilbn the people for aiarting: union bonrda by crippling* the reeouroea 
Ilf the local and diatriet boardat w that in almoai every villaipe \he 
diieri influence of Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collectora in the ahape of 
mrcle officers might be bl^ught to bear upon the conduct ol public 
affairs by the peofde themselves. However niueh we may sing the 
praise of these union boards the people do not take kindly to them and 
vour effortf will be like administering quinine into the system of young 
people by mal^g them to gulp it down their throats. 


(3) In the Education Budget credit is taken for an excess provision 
nt 7 lakhs f^r the next year. The whole system upon which these 
provisions have been made, in this department, requires a thorough 
overhauling so that there may be a policy behind it. Without raising 
communal question, I must say that the amount budgetted for on tha 
leserve side of education is out of all proiK>rtion to the amount that 
has been prrivided for on its transferred side, regard lieing had to the num- 
ber of students in them, the high scale of pay of masters and mistresses in 
Gpvemmant schools comparing the same with the poor pay 
of teachers in the Indian schools. The <'osi of Insj>ectorate is too high 
and quite unnecessary, whereas one of the methrsls by which relief 
may he gyen to the jnior fnduin teachers is to start teachers* provident 
funds and make suitable contribution to them. But that policy finds 
no favour with the Government. 


■ I lile thankful to Government for providing 2 lakhs more by way 
of recurring grant to the (>alciitta University, I must say that the 
amount i.s inadequate. It is no use comfmring the amount with that 
of the similar grant to the Dacca Univeisity. I only hojie that a 
supplementary giant he given to the Calcutta University while its needs 
are fully ascertained. I am also not unmindful to the increased grant 
t4f non-Governmeut s#H’ondar>' schools and |irimnr>' schinds hut the 
sum is a mere drop in the wean and the increase should have been much 
larger. 

^ While on the subject of education I cannot hut refer with certain 
anaount of uneasiness to the question of Secondary anc^^ntennediate 
Board. The public is quite in the dark as to the intentions qj the 
Government on that sul^ert, while lumoura are thick w4lh all manner 
of ominous igports. As a representative of the ChlctiiU University 
constituency I ought to know something about it. But my crime is, 
I hold Swarajist view and so could not safely he taken into confidence. 
TheT!aJcutta University is %utally interested in (his scheme and the 
giwnts tq^ay should depend upon the intentions of the Govemmenl 
with regard to the creation or otherwise of that Board. 

The whole of the amount of 3 lakhe 92 tboaaand for gtini>tniiaiuf 
•^ools ia a huge- waate, Tbf of 12 lakha 16 thouaaiu! for 
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tnspe^tian •hoald be cnrtetled to bJf. Tbo Government wee impenrione 
to ell criticieme end did not teke heed of the feeli^of tlA country ebont 
it. We know whet kind of inepecticm they meke end how they ^ko it. 
Hell of thi* 12 lakhi 16 thooeend ought to go le e contribution to 
the provident fund in eid of Indian teechei's end the whole amount 
of nearly 4 lakhe for guru-training oughIPto be devoted to starting 
more scholarships for poor boys. The education on European lines 
has become so costly that we have <o pay to the High Commissioner 
in England for distribution to the members of the Education Service 
enjoying holidays in England a sum of one lakh 25 thousands as leave 
allowances and 61 thousand *1 in the shape of crvcrseas pay. 

(/) Then comes the grant of 2i Inkhs for rtiral water-supply in 
the place of 50,600 rupees for the expiring year. If the Government 
think that thereby they solve the millionth part of the trouble of the 
people on Ibis subject they are greatly mistaken. In the district 
hoard of 24-Parganas we had allotted and spent nearly 25 thousand 
rupees in the current year in sinking tube wells, but we have not 
brought any aj>pieriahle relief to the people in the mufaasal. How 
ridiculously low this figure of 2J lakhs will be seen by Comparing 
it with some of the items of expenditure in the construction of Civil 
Works provided for in the Budget. I would give to the House mly 
a few of them ; — ^ 

Rs. 

<a) R«itir(a«ing with tsr maradsni only 4 rosdt in the CnlciitUi 

maidsn 2,87,(lt0 

(1 do not know whether the Europeane would le^ve India 
ualoM iheee roads are tnr macadamised.) 

(k) Nursee' quarters in the Presidency General Hospital . . 2,27,000 

(c) Slectrio installation in Nurses' quarters in the Preeidmcv 

General Hospital 41.000 

(Bnough to make a new building.) 

{4) Boundary wall witli omamenUl railinaa in the Medical Collefre 23.000 

(s) Cons^oiion of guru^treining schools O^Odb 

(/) Calcutta PoUoe buildings 18,72.000 

(Gut of whkb a loan of S| lakhs would he raised next year). 

(g) Barracks for 90 mAnM eonstablee—to enjoy domeetic peace and 

felioily .. 40.000* 

(A) Sspaad!^ of the Aaansol eub'jail 84 000 

(0 For offlce of the Superintendent of Police in the Deeca Ocdtec- 

torate gildings > 1,71,000 

if) Rearrangemeot in the Writers' Buildiags 80,000 

(la it Ibr the office of the fourth lAnieter in embryo.) * 
tb) Alteratione m Oovemment Hoiieea 110,000 

fHsro the mniibe^ having reached the time-limit waa allowQl} by 
Ibe Hon'ble the Prealdetit three minutea more to conclude hit epeecb.] 

I do «oi take into consideratioii a hundred other achemea aome of 
which may he neceaaary, e.g,, houring of Ifunaifa in the amlMaal, 

Wt mny ctn wffil till the pmatng needs of the momnt he tmt 
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IMTovided for. All theM prorisioiio oro nudB uribto IIhi Hott’lib 
Xi* Donald anSlaiiiilc^tliat ** wo are now in ike eritiral itag^ in ovr 
imftidal career,** and unleafi thia 69 lakhs are remitied ** we ahall 
again be in a de^p^mU pottftVm.** It looks like a mockery with ihSaa 
and other items of expenses, credit is taken for a grant of only lakhs 
lof water-supply to nearly ^ millions of peo{de in the mufassal. 

(d) Excise shows an increase of 17 lakhs •in rerenoe. Tjest you 
tremble as to what will become of this province when this demon of 
intoxicatioir has been stalking abroad, the Hon*ble Member hastens 
to assure you that the real increase is only 5 Inkhs, and the rest is the 
lesdlt of ** improved administration ** and ** revised system of account- 
ing.” You ay at the same time tcdd that the consumption of country 
liquor, opium, etc., has greatly decreaseil. It is sufficient to swallow 
the bait — that while consumption is decreasing, inmme is increasing, 
all due to better administration and a new system of accounts. 1 
leave the question there for purists and moralists to ]irmder and solve. 

{6) It is absolutely useless to dilate upon the Police Budget. Any 
criticism, however mild, will increase official irritation. In 2 years 
from 1923^4 the expenses cm |K>lice have increased by 8 lakhs 
27 thousand 4 hundred and twenty, including the increased provision 
for 3 lakhs for the next year. Comment is superfluous. I^oans can 
be undertaken only to meet the increase of hapfdness of members of 
this department, so that the |ieople may be made unhappy, and not 
for aj>’ other department. 

I cannot c<mclude, Sir, without repeating what I said last year 
that the 82 thousand ru}>ees for the Band Establishment, and 1 lakh 
thousand for the Bo<lyguard Establishment of His Excellency the 
Tnor, are alisoluteiy unnec*essary and unsuited to the needs and 
.Is of the time. The sura of Rs. 20,000 for the renewal of fumi- 
F lUiv and carpets are only a glittering symlxd of splendour and majesty 
in th6 i^idst of a |>eriHhing people. The idea of increasing the number 
of Ifinisters to 4, instead of giving effect to the re<*ommendatiofi of 
the Retrenchment Committee for reducing the number of the (^binei 
to a ^pngih of 2 Executive rounctllors and 2 Ministera only, is a 
"beer^^ssie and a hollow mockery — calculated to lend en^antmeni to 
the TOW, where eight white, brown, black and semi- white buresu- 
crats will daxsle resplendent with the colimrs of varigflted hue. If 
those who sii|gx>rt dyarchy and help ^^overnmeot • in* appointing 
4 Ministers have the courage to face their constituenries on that tastte 
mistaken they are. But 2 years more of tenure 
of imm is only a brief moment in the history of Bengal and reirtbuiloo 
*wi]] oome.as surely as I am apeaking here to-night. 

[At this stage the Council idjounied for 10 minutes.] 

Alter the Hdjo^niinent. 

8a 
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•ir RROVAfH CHUNDEII MITTf Rs Sir, I taka part in thia debata 
becatiaa I dasira to offer two general criticisms % conttructiTa nature 
from the point ol view of a co-operator and National Liberal ; bift before 
1 do so I would like to touch upon one or two points of the Education 
Budget — a subject in which 1 naturally take much interest. I am glad 
to find provision for a grant of 3 lakhs foP non-Govemment secondary 
schools and a grant of ^3 lakhs to the Calcutta University. Although 
these sums are by no means sufficient yet I am happy to note that a 
beginning has been made. The problem of the pay and prospects of 
the teachers of secondar>' sidiools is not only an educational problem of 
the utmost importance, but it has alfu> a political aspect which ought not to 
he ignored. From rough estimates that 1 made, when I was a Minister, 
1 came to the conclusion that an increase of fifteen lakhs as grunts to 
non-Government schools and a grant of over 2^ lakhs to the Calcutta Uni- 
versity were necessary. The absorption of the fees from the Matricu- 
lation examination by the Calcutta University will prejudicially affect 
the se(;ondary sr’hools, but the Calcutta University, at the same time, 
cannot possibly set free these fees derived from the Matriculation exam- 
ination unless a further grant of 2 lakhs be made to that University. A 
total grant of ^ lakhs to the Calcutta University, the establishment of 
an independent body, whether as part of the University or outside it, 
for the administration of secondary education; and a grant of 15 lakhs 
for the improvement of the pay and prospects of about te# thousand 
teachers who are responsible for the education of about 2i lakhs of our 
boys, are urgent educational necessities. ^ 

Now, iSir, I desire to touch upon two very important points of a 
general nature. I would first of all deal with the report of the Retrench- 
ment Committee and the decision of the Government taken on that 
report. A pajier in which the de<’ision of the Government was printed 
and circulated to the meinliers of this House a few days after the Minis- 
ters’ salaries were rejected in August last. That paper, however, did 
not give us the totals of the retrenchments. I t^>k the trouble to kdd 
them up and found that according to the recommendations of the Re- 
trench tiiBglCSom mitt ee the total amount to be retrenched on the reserved 
department including the services, contingencies, travelling allowances, 
etc., that iib^to say. in all departments of Government other than the 
purely transferred deimriments, came up to Rs. ftH.25,lKK), while the total 
reduction eff^ted by Government was Rs. §,88,551 and the ultimate 
reductions aecerding to Government decision would amount to only 
about Be. 11) lakhs. Now, Sir, 1 put to my friends opposite — is it fair 
to the body of wMiperaUmt wbo were members of the Retrenchmenijr^mi- 
mitiee — thf; Retrenchment Committee was presided over by Sir Bajendra 
Nath Mookerjee, a Prince of Co-operators, in bis absence Sit Campbell 
Rhodes^ a leadei^ of the European community, and the Prem^l cl the 
Chamber of Commerce, presided---witli them were amoeiated Mr* %>r3r, 
th«B SfcrptBfj of tbo Goveremeni, and Mr. Sureadre Nnib MnlUk who 
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vi^ a most itfifii! namber of tbi«» and who lost hit public lifa 

beqpata lie was a comparator. The fifth niember t|ps Rai Abiaai^ 
Chandra Banerjee Bahadur who lost his public life bet^ause he %aa 
a iMMiperator. If the unanimous recommendations of a committee lihe 
this for the retrenchment teethe extent of a crore of rupees be ignored^ 
if 90 per cent, of their rei'om men da lions are not acceptetl^ I 
put it to my friends — do you give the co-operators any chance in public 
life? We are willing to co-operate with you» but we insist that you must 
understand our position, you must took at our difficulties and problems 
from our point of view. If you do not do that, is it any wonder that 
those who are for non-co-operation will have the upper hand to-day? 

I put it to the^ Hou.se that for the loss of his seat by our esteemed leader 
Sir Surendra Nath Hanarjea. for the IfMis of his seat by a prominent 
member of our party, Mr. S. N. MuIJik, and also a number of other seats, 
this thoughtless a<*tioii on the part of the (lovernment is res]H>nsible. 1 
hope and trust itiy friends opposite will not misunderstand me. Being 
a National Liberal and a co-ojierutor I bwk forward to the future of 
India as an equal partner in the British Empire where the British and 
the Indiaff will have an equal voice and where they will proceed to work 
with amity and goodwill. That amity and gtaulwill will lie impoasible 
of attainment if you do not on your part haik upon our problems as 
your prolij^iiis. If you do not look upon our problems as your problems, 
at any rate, look ufioii our prohietiis from the patriotic point of view of 
the Englishman and the Sf'ot( hmaii. India plays a large part in the 
Empire. 1 was told by a very high authority that one man out of eight 
in England and Scotland is dependant to some extent on India. If that 
is the position and if you cannot Imik upon India as the land of your 
adoption, IcKik u|>on India, at any rati*, us the laud whose gtsidwill is of 
utmost importance to you from the point of view of a patriotic English- 
man or Scotchman. But if you act in the way you have done towards the 
recqgimendations of the Retrenchment Committee, you cannot expect 
from A that goodwill, w*hich you ought to value from the fioint of view of 
the patriotic, self-interest of your country. My unfortunate experience 
is that this want of goodwill and appreciation of the Indian point of view 
is Iifien due to thoughtlessness on your part and not to uy deliberate 
deaign, though some of my friends in another part of theftouse ascribe 
deliberate evil motive. 

Now, Sir, The next point to which I would like to draw the attention 
of the House ie the questton of the Meston Award, Sir, fmm my Hon'Ue 
Frtmi Mr. Donald's speech it seems that bis height of atnbition is to 
get the remlMton of 63 lakhs on a permanent basis. Even if we ntcoeed 
in getting this remitsion of 63 lekhs on a permanent besis, can ha tall me 
how is it ppessble for Govemmeiif after the* remission to enunciate any 
Govemment pedtey for mepanaion? If he thinks that further taxation 
la poesible he must be sufering f|atn a great delusion. 
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Sibce the inaugttratioii of tbe Reforms ike represeiiativeB of ^ 
people passed three taxation Bilis estimated to l^ing 1 crore 40 lakhs — 
tkagr haTe as we (now brought in much less. The representatives of the 
people brought steady pressure on Government whi^ led to a retrench* 
ment to the extent of Rs. 1,76,000. These ti|o, together with the tempor- 
ary remission of 63 lakhs have enabled the Government ju8(t to balance 
its income and expenditttre. If the remission of 63 lakhs be placed on 
a permanent basis it will only mean just enough to carry on and no 
money for expansion. Therefore, I voice the demand not only of my 
patty but that of united Bengal when I say that we want the major 
portion of the export duty on jute. The export duty on jute was for 
the 6rst time imposed during the War and we took it toJ:)e a war time 
measure and a temporary measure. But our sad experience is that taxes 
which come as temporary measures remain to stay and remain perman- 
ently. 

The Joint Parliamentary Committee accepted the position that 
Bengal had legitimate financial difficulties of a nature peculiar to her- 
self. They fKimmended to the Government of India to relieve her 
peculiar financial difficulties. The Government of India gave His tempor- 
ary relief of 63 lakhs for three years only. That three years period is 
over. The time has now come for a revision of this relief. During these 
three years the representatives of the people have done iheiri utmost to 
improve the resoun^es of the Government. The income of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the year 1921*22 has been considerably improved 
partly by taxation, as 1 have said, and partly by retrenchment, j find, 
Sir, in the year 1921-22 the total income of the Government of Bengal 
was 9 crores 87 lakhs. The three new taxation Bills were estimated to 
bring in 1 crore 46 lakhs. So that according to the estimates and taking 
into account the retrenchment the improvement is nearly by 3 crores 20 
lakhs, that is about one-third of the original income but according to 
actuals the improvement is by about one-fourth. This was no 
achievement for an infant ].«gislative Council like the old Bengal Ijegisia- 
tive Council. That was the response made by us, the representatives of the 
people, but w'Wt was the response made by my friends opposite, the agents 
of the Secref^y of State, who are responsible to the British Parliament 
through the secretary of State? We have shouldered our responsibili- 
ty. But how have they shouldered theirs? l^id they represent to the 
Government of Iijdia and the Secretary of State that they could not 
carry on, that they could not discharge their responsibBitiea for good 
Government unless their resources were improved? My Hon’ble Friend 
Mr. Donald shakes his head — I have no doubt he has written a •oft49tt«r 
or two — now t find by a further shake of his head he denies that. I pul 
it to him end to etery member of the Government benches, did they go 
before the Government of India and the Secretary of State with the 
siune earneetness as they did when they thought that the OrdsMnoe 
waa necessary or when the OHminnl Amendi^t Act was neeeasary? 
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did no dottbl t^nk that the intareat of {pood Govanunant dandAdad 
th^ maasaias. I d#not queation with ihatr motivan or ibatr 
aarnaaifiata* If you want to ramova the rooi-cauna * for which ihm 
•paoial maaauraa ware naceuMry, maraly lagialativa auaotmanta will 
navar do. If you want to |ainova tha root causes, go to your tuparion, 
go to tha Sacratary of State and tha British Parliament aud say with tha 
same eameatnaaa we want more money to discitarge our responsibilitiaa 
for good OoTarnment and this cannot be done unless you remove tha 
iniquity of the Meston Award. But. you must remember this that 
India will no longer allow provincial jealousy to be played against each 
other. If you approach the Secretary of State it must be with a schema 
that will be jgst to the demands of other Provinces. How cninsiitently 
with the needs of the Government of India it can be done^ 1 am pre- 
pared to explain elsewhere, if my advice is sought. It is no part of my 
business to-day to go into the matter. It is my business to-day to call 
upon my friends opposite to do their duty as manfully aud resourcefully 
as we have a right to expei t iueiiil)ers of (rovernment to disi'luirgtv If 
you fail to get this iniquity upset the responsibility for Imd Oo%'ern- 
ment will^be yours and the breach between the Government and the 
people will go on widening and widening. You cannot than blame tha 
people if they distrust you. The people have a right to look upon you 
as the loc^ agents of the Secretary of State and you are undoubtedly ras* 
ponsible to him. We hud you here as such agents and we present this 
demand to you ; it is up to you to make good our demand. 1 am sure if 
the i&iiie curnestneHs is shown by you in this respect as you evinced ou 
other o<!casions the result is l>ound to be satisfactory. 

Mr. 8 . C. MUKERdlS Sir, this is the fifth occasion that 1 venture 
to take poii in a preliminary discussion of the annual Budget. It ia 
rather a dull monotonous business; the same stereotyped Budget is 
presented, the same stereotyped criticisms are put forth and 

the *s|^e stereotyped answers are received from year to 

year. There was a feeding of numbness at the beginning of this 
afternoon till Sir P. C. Mitter put a little life into the discussion, l^ast 
* yegr the atmosphere was charged with a certain amount of electricity. 
There waa a desperate attempt made to wreck the whol|^ Budget and 
if possible to bring about a deadlock and it must be admitted that 
for six months dyarchy 4uis been affected but the admlnistniticin has 
not been pan^yeed. (Hear, hear.) I hope and trust that the policy 
which was pursued with the beat of intentions by my learned friends 
the Swarajists and the Independent# will not again be purtued. By 
this policy we have lost one good precious year and we do not wish to 
lose another year. The time has come lor stock-taking, for a review 
of the situation. * 

Mr. A. 8. lAlltlUiif I rise to a point oi order. Is Mr. Mukeijt 
entiled to treat us to a sermon |rhile diecitaeing the Bodgetf 
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Mr. FRUIDENTt 1 cannat pretend to be a jiidg% of Mnnoiia^ 

t« IHIKCRdlS I wish my friend Mr. A. C. Banerjee had 
exercised a. little patience. 11' he had done ao he %ould have seen the 

relevancy of the obeervations that the present speaker is making. 

• 

Sir, what ia the criticism that is made from year to year — ^that 
sutfieient attention is ncft paid to the nation-building departments, that 
no policy is followed which shows that considerable atten- 
tion is paid to the framing of the Budget for the transferred 
departments. For that reason, instead erf seeking to throw out the 
Budget the fiolicy that should lie pursued is to have a strong Ministry — 
a ministry which will take its legitimate part in the Cabinet and will 
bring to bear its impact, its force, upon the consideration of the Cabinet. 

(A voice: — It is hopeless, impossible!) 

No, it is not ho|)elesN. I am an optimist all my life and I have 
never Iwlieved in i^essimism. What we need is a right type of Ministry, 
a Ministry which will have its vtiice heard in the Cabinet and will 
have the backing of the whole country. That is exactly whatsis needed. 

It is a matter ui profound regret that the Hon'ble the Finance Member 
is satisfied with the permanent remission of 03 lakhs. It is rather a sad 
reading. The thing is reiterute<l almost from the first p^e to the 
last page of his statement, as if this is a fsinacea of all evils! We 
demand not Him|>ly the remission of the 63 lakhs to l)e contr/bute<l 
to the Imfierial Fxcheqiter but we demand the terfal undoing of the 
Meston Award. (Hlierwise it will be the old .story again. There will 
be no money forthcoming for the transferred departments. 

There are four things bef(»re us. First the remission iA 03 lakhs, and 
the undoing of the Meston Award If we fail in these two then we shall 
perforce be driven to two other things, vis., the augmentation of revenae 
by fresh taxation and drastic retrenchment of expenditure in cr£ef to 
find money. This (\>uncil should |mt forth a demand not simply fur 
the remliitttn of 63 lakhs— that is the irreducible minimum — hut should 
also demand the Urfal undoing of the wicked iniquitous Meston Award 
which has ])^ctically crippled the resources of the Bengal Government. 
One thing is sure, we shall never agree in future to fresh taxation. Why f 
When fresh taxation was introduced we were given to understand that Mie 
major pari td the proceeds of the new taxation Bills wooild go towards 
Uie upbuilding of the nation-building departments. May I ask tbe 
Hou*ble the Finance Member whether that pledge has been redq^pedP 
The whde'ul those taxes — it is admitted in the Hon'ble the Finance 
Member's statement this year — has practically been swallowed up by 
the uoimal expenditure td the Province. We do not want to be con- 
fronted again with fresh taxation and 1, th«refoio» kambly beneeob 
this House tkai every effort should be made to preaent one united 

r 
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and not^ h§ye may more aidit in the camp. Wlmt dooi il 
suitter if dyarchy is ^ven another chance P Anything that will do 
•ome good to the people of the country, that will ame^orate the coi|^i« 
lioii. That ia to be preferred far more than to haye the eeuiimental 
aatiafaetion that the Budget han been wreeke<), that the Minietry haa 
been undone and that a defeat hae been indicted upon the Government. 

One more word, Sir, and I have htiiahed. The Hon'bU* the Finance 
Member tells u*s and gives us in ex[>lici( terms the jjolicy of the Govern, 
ment regarding excise. I wish to draw the attention of the Financw 
Member to my resolution which a as imssed on the Ut Septeinlier, 1921, 
in which this Council adopted the principle of local option and nothing 
has been done in that matter. I am not a total pndnhitiunist hut I am 
a local opiionist and in that resolution it wa.s definitely said that the 
pnnci{>le of local oi>tion should be introduced at least in municifMil 
areas, and that resolution remains a dt^d letter still to this day. And if 
Government is going U\ treat that resolution in this shabby fashion 
1 shall not be surprised if during the life-time of this (Nmncil a reiadu- 
tion for ^^dul prohibition is moved and Govenanent dud themselves 
confronted with the problem of total prohibition, like wmie of the other 
provincial Governments. 

mrndm WANED HOttAINs At the annual t'eremony of the 

Budget diHcussioii (he usual formality is either to congratulate the 

Honshu* the Finance Memlier for firesenting a prosjierous Budget, or 

to express regret for a deficit one. This year’s Budget is neither 

prc^4(jeroHs nor deficit, but imrtake.s the nature of both as the winds 

will veer. I do not know whether the House will rejoice on the Budget, 

or express regn*!. But (here is something in this year’s Budget which 

is likely to strike the iinagiimtiotl of the Housi*. The Hon’ hie the 

Finance Memlier has given an indication of a generous fadicy for 

whi#li he claims crcnlit for the tJoveniment. It will be uncharitable 

tfti jmrt to grudge it. The Government is entitled t<i the fullest 

credit for the homoeo|jathic doses in which the generosity is being 

administered. 

• 

Some people assert that dyarchy is dead, some say ti^ alive. But 
the spe<*tacle we have scten only a few days ago, tends to show that it 
is writhing in agony- ^ that as it may, many wtll*be indiniNl to 
ascertain ibm useful purposes it has served. I mky be excused lor 
referring to them as 1 am convinced that they have an important bear- 
ingjgin our Budget. This Hcatse is well aware that since the inaugufi* 
ticm of the Reforms, we have lieen confronted with a deieii Budget 
every year. Before the introduction of dyarchy this province tuid a 
prosperous. Budget with an opening balance of 2} crores in 1921^. 
Bui thia cbaily dyarchy haa swallowed up the surpltts and depletsd 
the Exchequer to such an axiaut that three new taxes had tty he' 
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impoMd on the people and yet the deficit conl^ueeoifi epite of all 
retrenchmenU con«idered pcSwible by the Oovenunent. After an 
expdnence of iA separation for three years, its true character waa 
revealed before the Enquiry Committee. Dyarchy has been declared 
by its staunchest supporters as non-worka^le and unsuitable yet the 

interested ones still go on backing it with their food hopes. 

* 

It is an open secret now that the transferred side under dyarchy 
has not received proper treatment. Almost all the independent wit- 
nesses from every province — especially the ex-Ministers whose opinion 
is entitle<l to our respect, complained before the Enquiry Committee 
that the transferred departments were culpably neglected on the plea 
of want erf funds. One of the reasons for this neglect was stated to 
be that there was no real responsive co-operation on the pert of the 
(Government. It has l>een whispered in certain quarters that the 
object behind this captious policy was to prove the incompetency of 
Indians to administer the transferred departments. Whatever may be 
the real object the result of this blind and unwise policy has been to 
create distrust and suspicion and alienate the sympathy eveh of those 
supporters of the (Government who wanted to work dyarchy success- 
fully. Out of disgust they have not hesitajed to place before the 
Enquiry’ (Committee their bitter experiences of the inner ^rele and 
have not only ex^K^'ted the hollowness of dyarchy, but have hinted 
that the authorities have been the real obstructionists. It* is not 
too much to say that the want of conhdence and the unsympathetic 
attitude of the Government as a whole is resj)onsible for -this sort 
of feeling. 

There is another fact to which I desire to draw the attention of 
the Government. Within the last few years and since the promulga- 
tion of the Heform Scheme, several taxes have been imposed on the 
people by the Imperial as well as the provincial Governmentsi The 
burden of taxes has fallen on the people with undue severity and yet 
there afe AiUa awaiting the sanction of the Council for further 
taxation. The people naturally hold their so^mlle^ popular Ministers 
responsible fi|r the enhanced taxation and the Ministers are quite help- 
less under dyarchy to satisfy them. E(|ually impotiant is the fact 
that while th# imposition of the new taxes hnder dyarchy has made 
the present administration unpopular, the increased taxyition has not 
led to the desired development of the nation-building departments. 
Consequently, the people are justified in thinking tLit il^ pmsmot 
onworkahliC d^nrohy is not at all suited to the needs oi the ommtty 
and that it has ^ooly bolstered up a bloated administratioik and added 
to the tfouhle and misery of the people, by the levy of new tasea; It 
it a patent fact that the costly dyarchy cannot be propped up witbokt 
•ach taaeatioft. 
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l 4 uit year i^rin^ the general dUcuaiiton on the Badge! it was 
oliteiTed that there should be some {K^icy behind the Budget. The 
Hoh^ble the Finance Member admitted that tliei'e wiA tio Much |)oljcy 
behind* it. In the ^dget under diMi'uasiou we hud that some increaited 
gtanta have been allot te<l to i^riain departmentM and a liat ol works 
to be carried out baa been shown separately. 1 think this ^ was not 
what was understcxid by tlie Budget {ndicy. »i take the i}p|a>rtuntty 
of euggeating without being presumptuous that the Budget, in order 
to be popular, should indicate — <l) an intelligent )ioHcv which has mime 
intiinaic merit behind it, and (2) a continuity of u generous [lolicy 
which is expansive and leads to develo|iment per The intelligent 
policy property enunciated a^ill deterniine the nature of development 
and the generous giants will give u wide scofie for its otieratioti. Huch 
a policy will at oiu'e show how iind in what direc'tioii the various 
deportments are developing and whether they are likely tii satisfy the 
needs of the country. But, Sir, it must be frunkly admitteii that 
there is some eaniest of a generous jicdicy in the present Budget. But 
generosity has l>een show'ii in such a small quantity that it does not 
even satiify the Finance Menilier himself as the trend of his s|>eei‘h 
indicates. A sum <rf Hs. 49J lakhs only has been pixivided for new 
expendituit* lor 1925-2G. Excluding ('ivil Works the Rem*r^‘ed side 
gets 7 laj^hs ami the Transferred ]7| lakhs out of the sum. With 
these annmnt.s all the dejiartmeiits must carry out their resjiective 
schemes of development. But when we look to the allotments made 
to tl{^ resjiective depaiimeiits our hearts sink in desfiair. ('nm|)ared 
with the actual requiremeuls <»f the iMiuntry’ these grants seem to 
be a droji in the ocean. '* On these figures',’* t*lM*er>’es the Him’ble 
the Finance Member, “ we may, I think, claim credit that Oovern- 
ment have been attending to the needs of the transferred dfqmrttmfnts." 
I leave it to the Finance Member to judge for himself whether it 
is accredit or discredit to the Oo^'ernmenl to sfiend lavishly on |>et 
purpo«lis and bestow with a stepmother’s Icsve scanty sums of money 
o» the nation-building dejaM-tments. 

• •The Hon ’hie the Finance Member has made reference to 
Mr. C. E. Das who put forward last year in the Council “ § constructive 
proposal of development.” The constiuctive scheme of Mr. Das con- 
sisted of several prrqioeif^. But the Finance Member iifforms us that 
he singled out one particular propcmal which ” hs<f reference to the 
public health establishmeiit of local authofities in the distriet. 
prinurily district boards.” He has not given any reason why other 
eoBstructive proposals were rejected by him. There was nothing 
itniaier hehind '^e proposal. It is an admitted fact that the nation* 
bnilding departments have not hitherto received proper conaMemtioii 
Wwant oi funds. The proposal of Mr. Dae suggested the meaas.iif 
getting an adequate fund for devekqimg thoae ds^rtmente. Altho^ 
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the K^erne contemplated a loan of 6 crores erf •mpeoa, the w^le 
reaponaibility of raiiinfc and repoyin^f it, was aAjepted by the proppeer 
of^be scheme . ^f the Government were afraid of entrustinjf the leader 
of a party with laige powers, the scheme might have been modified 
with proper safeguards ; but there is hai^y any reason for shelving 
the proposal and starving the nation-building departments on the 
development of which depend the life and existence of millions of the 
people of this country. I think that it is high time for reconsidiuing 
the proposal in pursuance of the |H)licy which Gc/remment desire to 
follow, but cannot do it for want of funds. While the Government 
asks all the parties to be resfXinsive, the authorities themselves are 
not responsive to their suggestions. The absence of rresponsiveness 
is a sad commentary on the wisdom of the authorities. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Meml)er has in his Budget speech, referred 
to the Bhatpara sewerage scheme, which will cost Rs. 18 lakhs. As 
far as 1 have been able to gather information relating to the subject, 
it appears that the m ill-owners’ contribiitionN amounting to Rs. 11) lakhs 
have been in dejsmit sime 19M or therealK)ut, and the interest on the 
amount has accumulated t(> the e.Ktent of about 2) lakhs. Thus the 
whole amount available for the s< heme is ulxmt Rs. 15 lakhs. If this 
be a fact that Rs. 3 lakhs only will Ih» rwiuii*ed to make up the full 
amount of 18 lakhs, the iiii|»ortunce of this scheme will at once be 
clear to the House from another {mint of view, Alarm has often been 
raised in the press and the platform — nay, even in this Gouacil — 
regarding the jxdlution of the river Ganges. It is a notorious fact 
that the effluents frt»m the sept it* tanks ntnv flow into the river and 
pollute itvS W'ater. There have been occasional cries against this sort 
of pollution. Several suggestions were made to divert the discharges 
tVom the septic tanks into some other channel. Now the proposed 
sewerage, when const ructcnl, will not only keep the river free from 
pollution but will be a Ixion to the district from the sanitaiy {i>int 
of view. 1, therefore, submit that the scheme should be taken up 
in hand wj^^bul further delay. 

I find with regret that neither primar>' education as a whole 
nor the edu<fxtiou of the backward races and the depiessed classes has 
received proper at tent icm of the Government. There has been an 
iiiressani cHr in the countr>^ for free primary eduoetion. But the 
Budget does ^ot disclose the adoption of a bold policy formulaliiig 
any large scheme for such education. The Hon’hle the Finance Member 
•peaks of the panchayati union scheme and points out that orT,012 
anions in tte Province, 3,394 have already been provided with achoc^ '' 
and thet a ** of one lakh which has been allotted for this porpoae 
wB) enable district boards to construct 100 additional schools/* We 
are iM»i told whether bne primary school established in every panehafiti 
aaioii is suffleient firr the localities included in such union, are 
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informad within what period 3,394 uniona have been prorided with 
achoola. But A is Atfr that 3,618 unions still remain unprovided and 
if 106 achoolH are started every yepr as provided in this year's Bud|tei. 
it will take at least ^6 years for providing each of the remaining unions 
with one school. This period is too long even in a nation's life. The 
people fiB never be satisfied with this sort of tardy, unsympathetic 
and negligent policy nor with the slow progn»v »n the field of primary 
education. It shimld be borne in mind that the vast majority of the 
backward races and the depressed classes f^in tribute sufficiently to 
the revenue of the count! v ami demand sufficient fund for the education 
of their children. 

The House may l)e aware that all th<* municipalities in Bengal enjoy 
the privilege of the ele<’tive system save and except the three munici* 
polities in the premier district of 24-I*arganas. vis.. Titaghar. Oarulia 
and Bahtpaia. The elective system was in force in the miinicifuilities 
of Garulia and Bhatjiara. but the privilege has lieen withdrawn 
from them. In moving a rf solution on the l<ocul Stdf-Goveminent at 
the meeting of the Bengal ('ouncil Sir Surendra Nath Banenea, the 
then Minfhter in charge, observed : — 

There ere municipeliiifHi with e friniie tree inhehtied hy f>opul*tion whe ere in no 
wey oonnected with ntillft. 1 heve in my mind the neee nf the Gerulie Mtmicipaliiy 
which ueed^ be e pert of the North |}«rFiickpore Municifmlity. A section nf the |io|ntla^ 
tioa of this tnuniHpeltty ere in no way connected with the mills. They were in the 
enjoyment of the elective frenchise before, when they were e ymrt of the North Berraek' 
pore Municipelity. The> heve been deprived of it. Is It ri^ht end proj>er that thi^ 
should heve been disfrenchieed T A concession onre mede is never withdrawn, phis 
is the proud record of the British e<lministretion in Indie. Why should en exception be 
mede in the case of these unfortunate rate-fieyers of Oarulia who have been disfranchisiNl 
for no fault of theirs ? In these mill muniripalities by all means give ade4|uaie powers 
over looal affairs to the null authorities ; but the interest of the population unconnected 
with the mills should be safeguerdwl hy allowing them to chooas thmr own represMio 
tatives. 

Th9t remark made by the rcsfiunsiblc Minister is cf|iially apfdicabla 
to the case of Bhatpara whose {siptilation have also been. disfranchised 
for no fault of theirs. But 1 fail to understand why haa the ftroud 
reftord of the British administration been cast to the winds in the case 
of the mill municipalities? 9 

Bhatpara has been Fhe cradle of renrnrned pundits^and a famous 
seat of orienlal learning and culture. Oarulia and Ti^igbar are not 
more backward than Kamarhati on which the privilege of the elective 
•ystem has very recently lieen conferred. It is rather surprising that 
whSe all the mill municipalities are considererl compet4»!it to select 
their representatives for the provincial Council and the IsBigtslative 
Asaeitthly, they sre considered unfit for choostiig their repm^ntativas 
lor their own municipalities. The principle cm which the right of 
tnmciilso has beeii coulerred on all municipalitief i« fbe aame. 
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is no reason why the three mnnieipalities of Bengal ^nly should be 
deprived of the elMuentary rights of citisenshjp* * 

KwAv tiltt OHANDJIA NANOY: Sir, the current 
Budget discloses a disheartening state of our Vovincial finances. 
Again the old story — ^the deficit. Great caution has, no doubt, been 
employed in the language of the presentatitm and great has also been 
the care to explain the deficiencies, and the working out of the figures 
is quite well-done. Notwithstanding all this there has been'some lack 
of foresight and rircumspection in the preparation of the Budget. No 
ways and means have been suggested to cover up the deficit and to 
surmount our financial difficulties. A}xdogies for half a dosen times 
for the 63 lakhs contribution to the Imperial Revenues an^ the mention 
of the I^ee Commission recommendations as many times, together with 
a feeling of unsureness regarding the ultimate fate of the provisions 
for uncertainty about the remission 0 I the Imiwrial contribution form 
the characteristic features of the Hon’hle the h'inance Member’s speech. 

It is surely gratifying to find, Sir. (hat the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member has made himself amenable to (’ouncil criticisms.^ Further 
presentation of the Irrigation details this year as suggested by my 
friend and colleague, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuii, and the offer to 
place further details, if needed, at our disposal betokens surely a change 
of heart. Increase of grants long clamrsiied for on some of tae impor- 
tant and under-fed heads on the transferred side afford additional proofs 
of the same change. The Hon’ble Members in charge of (he resoned 
departments have further amplified those pnxds by promising us to 
furnish details if called for of theii res|s»ctive departments. 

Sir, the Hon’ble (he Finance MenilH*r cannot but Ik* hardly cfmgra- 
tulated on the savings that have been effected in the several deixirtments 
and for his anticiimtions of increase in Land Revenue and Stamps, 1 
fully endorse the indicy that has actuated him to provide recurring 
grants for (he transferred side only aird to make increased alldtments 
lor rural water-supply and public health of local bodies as also for 
bis meagre though (hey may be, for scientific and learned 

societies. 

Sii, the iGM’ble the Executive Members by unfolding the reasons for 
the various demands of their depaHments hav-* afforded the Council a 
aoit of bMis of their guiding policy. This depaHure froi^ (he custom- 
ary practice is bound (o evoke our gratitude and admiratiem. 

It is a matter for great satisfaction. Sir, that education haa^not 
been depri^ of its due share although I should have liked to have 
seen a larger ipant than Ra. 3,000 for the depreswid class etudents* 
hoetela. ‘ Oertaihly, % depressed class students number Ikr (bore 
ihnn the Anglo-Indian students for whose bamcks, at the ffihpiir 
£iig»»^»g College only, it is contemplated to ^>eiid Be. 10,000. 
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Oteiilly gr»ttlyiA|^ it is that the hiirher education of our Moalm 
Invihroti in C&lcutia and their atudonta" houatng queation in the 
niitfaaanl haa received due recognition in the Budget^ Not leea no ia 
the promise held outiobout the increase of pay to our poorly«paid achtfol 
masters. Equally so in the provision to construct a Teachers* Training 
College and DemonstralioneSchoo! at Ballygunge. It is a pity, Sir. 
that in a year like this so much as Rs. 43,35^ have been sought to 
provide the Bethune College girls with the luxur>* of motor convey- 
ances. The idea is no douUt grand, but grander still it would be if 
that amount could have l>ccn diveited towards maternity and child- 
welfare, provisions for which have been disappointing. To utilise 
Rs. 1,30,000 out of a total grant of Rs. 2,00,000 in the ("Hvil Works 
for building a* hostel for the Butdwan Medical School is rather a dis- 
proportionate demand. Again to spend. Sir, Rs. 2,87,000 for tar-macada- 
mising some of the Calcutta Maidan roads at the sacrifice of the health 
and sanitation of the Province is extremely deplorable. 

Sir, it i.s an encouraging feature that the Boy Scout s movement 
has at last come in for a share in the ennual Budget, although the 
fascinatinip movement deserve** much mon* than Rs. 2,000. I cannot 
but decry (he j>rovision of Rs. 2,08,000 for nurses' quarters and their 
dectrics at the Piesidenry (iencral Hospital when admittedly the 
revised sci|^es of pay our inadequately-paid »lail staff aie being over- 
looked for the sake of tight firiatu-es. This ex|>endi(ure bedng neither 
urgent nor constructive can easily wait a prosperous year. At the 
same^ime I cannot hut appreciate the announcement for the founding 
of a Borstal establishment for our juvenile jail population in the near 
future. 

Increase of grants on Police head. Sir, has always been looked upon 
with disfavour, and although I do not question from outside the grave 
reasons of state that mey have necessitatetl the increase of the staff 
expease of the Criminal Investigation IVfiartment by 31 lakhs, yet 
J cann<% for a moment reconcile myself to the expenditure of 
Rs. 8,90.000 intended to be inrurrtnl cm new works only for the police 
«in sjich a year of rigid finances even on the gtound of urgent administra- 
tive necessity. At least the Calcutta Police works and^ acquisitions 
could have waited till some future prosperous year. 

In the General Admlfistration. Hir. the demand of Ra. 50,000 on 
Government Hnuse works and an equal amount for rearAmgemeiit eff 
oflicea in the Writers* Buildings should not have been made in a deficit 
yeat iUke this. 

Sir, on Public Health I cannot hut espreas my deep disappointment 
ior the aoiuity provisions that have been made for Malariat Effla-aaar, 
SittaU«pox, Maternity and Child W^faie and the Epidemka Emergmic^ 
Faiid, Pradeace dictates that being the quinquenniai year pnmaioir 
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for «]iiall*pox; prevwitioii at l^t ouglit to have be^ larger. As I fail 
i4 find any provition for anti^holera operation •m tfie Budi^t I*ani 
naturally led toa conclude that perhapa the Lee recommendatioiis will 
itimp out the disease or the Criminal Inveetigatloo Department efforts 
promise to scare it out from the Province altoiafether. It is deplorable 
that the anti-cholera operations shosild be ^tirely heglected and monies 
should be found for extensions and improvements of such useless items 
as an office for the Calcutta Canal Subdivision and quarters for Madari- 
pur Bubdivisional Officer. 

Sir, it is also extremely distressing to olwerve that in a Province 
where agriculture forms the principal ocWpation and mainstay ci the 
peoffie there is alwolutely no indication anywhere to expand the practical 
operations of this important department although I own Ks. 46,000 have 
been allotted tor the construction of Form buildings. The cow, the 
ftt, and the buffalo form the most iwtent factors in the production 
of wealth, hut we find no mention in the whole Budget of cattle breed- 
ing and dairy-farming subjects so cognate to agriculture. Agricul- 
tural Hanks which safeguard the interests and finances of cultivators 
and producers seem to he wholly ignored. 

In conclusion, Sir, 1 cannot but echo with the Hon’hle the Finance 
Member that unless and until the Meston Settleimuit 1ms Ik^ii modified 
and iniquities thereof removed, it would h<* impracticable t(.. feed even 
the normal wants in the administration with our anticipated revenues. 
Ours should therefore now he an earnest endeavour to get the ^ward 
amended as soon as possible, because otherwise there is no hope for 
progress and development of our Province. 

§tbu fiOQINDRA NATH MITRA: Sir, the prominent feature of 
the„ coming yeaFs Budget presented by the Hon'hle the Finance Member 
is its deficit character. This condition of things will continue as long 
as Government hy the officials will last The only remedy for this evil 
is government by the people and for the people. A large poHiOti cj 

« e revenue of the Province partly sucked out of the life blood of an 
!-fed« boused and famished people and partly derived by exploit- 

ing the vi^ of drink and drugs is being swallowed up by highly paid 
officials and atarvatiem of the nation-building departments is its in* 
evitable consequence. When there was a great clamour for reduction 
of expenditu^ the Retrenchment Oommittei> was formed hut all of 
ns present here know how their mature and well considered recommenda- 
i\ms were ^It with. The Hon*ble the Finance^ Member says in hit 
opening speech that effect has been given after very full and detailed 
oonaideraMon to the recommendations of the Retrenchment Commitiei 
in no far as they were found poesible in accordance with the ^etermineii 
policy el the Government. The determined policy of the Onvematen^ 
being tile preservation of the let berths reserved for the highly paid 
cAeiabi the Committee'e recfunmendatlone for the aliolHioa if Mm 
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oiBc«8 of the Divisional C'onniiissiuners unci other hif^hly jiaid offieiala 
hav% been rejected. ^ 

The Government Js fnllj* conscious of t)u*ir i>wn gtlilt of refusi^ 
u fair share of ndniinistration to the {leopic and they are, therefoie, 
naturally suspicious toward^ tiuon as the ^wHty mind is always »o. 
The consequence of this is an iiiordiimte desire tm the |mrt of the 
Government to stren^'^thon the [silioe at any cost? Hence in the ciuiiiiiiaf 
year’s llud^et the jxilice e2C|>enditure is three lakhs of iu|k'es in excess 
of that of the present year. 

Following the policy of giving some repose to popular ciificisin the 
Ilon’hle the Finance MemlaT has inereased the provision for rural 
water-supply in the Province from Us. to Us. 2 lakhs and 50 

tlymsand hut he has at (he same time reducet! the total grant for 
Public Health by mon* than an ctjual amtmnt. Does the Hon’hle tlie 
Finance Memln’r tliink (hat the liealth of the Province has so improved 
that this ieducti<^n ivill not ufleit its fNM)pIe in any wayP Is not the 
Hon’blo the Finance Member auaie that in Heiign! flen(l»s from malaria 
lilone ore 4(b0(H) a year, not ((> s|»eak of heavy chib! mortality and (he 
Ivavtu* d()ne*annuall> bv Kala-ar.ar. Fbolera, Small-pox and other pre- 
rentihle disease.-^. The fumN allotted Jor anti-malarial inensures, 
•<»inbating Kaia-uxur and othei sanitary iinproveinents are most suj>er- 
iciu). • 

The Hhuirab s< heii>e bu the district of Jcssore which was almost 
oinpl^^e tiuring (he administnition of la>rd Uonaldshay has not bimn 
irovided for in (lie Budget of the (oining year. Most i»f the rivers in 
he districts of Jcssoie and Niulia take their rise from the Mathublmnga 
lut they have been < nt (jfT from the parent river in consequence of aili- 
ng up of their sources These rivers are now converteil into stagnant 
KMils in their upfHU’ reaches aflOrding constant facilities for the hreed- 
ng of anopheles iin<l growth «»f water-hyacinth.^ Various schemes 
rere fnrej^red by the Jes.nore Piildj<‘ Works Depurtinenf, Drainage 
.Mvision during the time of liord (Jamiichael for the improvement of 
he rivers of the di. trict but n<i effect has been given to liny of those' 
ebonies. Some of these rivers may he revived without much cost or 
lii&culty, A cut of alsjut three miles joining Nabaganga with Maiha- 
ihanga at .a cost not exceeding Its. 50, (MH) will revive th# dead river 
rbich will benefit a large ^irtion of Magurah, Jbenidah an^ Chuadanga 
ubdivisione. The Kumar, the (’hitra and the Ichhamati may he 
imilarly impmved by joining them with the Maihahhanga. The 
EUportance of improving the Mafhnhhanga itself by removing the ailt 
ar at ita source where it rises from the Ganges is «»<iually urgent, 
eeeore is a river district Its material prosperity largely depends upon 
t« .waterways but unfortunately these waterways are almost obsytict4!»d 
0 the detrimant of the health and prosperity of about 19 lakhs of its 
io|mlatt 0 ii. Malaria and Kala-axar are gradually gaining ground and 
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creating havoc. The population has decreased by over two lakhs with- 
in the last 40 years and if this state of things allowed to continue 
there will survive no one to pay any revenue to the Governmenh in 
fifture. • 

We are informed that there is a surolus of about two lakhs of 
rupees out of the funds of the settlement operations of the district of 
Jessore, contributed by all sections of the people holding land in* the 
district, and it is really astonishing that this surplus has been incor- 
porated with the general revenue of the Province without making any 
provision in the Budget for any special benefit for the people of Jessore, 
whose money the Government has thus misapprofiriated. We the 
p^le of Jessfire can fairly claim the surplus for the benefit of its con- 
tributors by giving effect even partially to the impnWement of its 
river system whicb is uppermost in our mind for over half a century. 
It may noft be out of place to mention here that the problem of destroy- 
ing water-hyacinth which is engaging (he attention of the p<H)ple and 
the Government will Ik? solved io a great extent with the improvement 
of the river system. If the rivers are reclaimed and made flowing 
they will be strong enough and capable of floating the hyicinth into 
the sea. 

May I ask the Ifon’ble the Finance Member if the question of the 
life and death of s(k many men living in the district is not liiore impt)r- 
tant than the question of Calcutta police buildings and of improving 
the roads on the maidan for which 11 lakhs and 37 thousand rTupees 
have been provided? 

The only new feature of the educational Budget is the grant of one 
lakh of rupees for (he extension of the iwnchayati union schools but 
the needs of primary education cannot W fulfilled without at least a 
crore of rupees. The Government ran easily see their way to float a 
loan of 85 thousand ruiH'es for the provifling of k'ttei u«‘comimyiption 
for the Calcutta police but not for the cause of free and co^pulswy 
primaiy education in the province. 

RH RAORIDAt COINKR lilMKlHr. The Hon*ble the Finance Mem- 
ber has dilated at length on the supposed liberal treatment of the trans- 
ferred group, but the figures show no perceptible improvement from the 
people's point of view. Thus in the reviseil estimate, the percentages of 
expenditure on the reserved and transferred groups, are about ^ and 34, 
reepeclively , and in the next year's Budget also the proportions are 
practically the same. The avowe<l policy of the Government is , to 
increase ^e power of this House over the finances of the Province, hut 
it is a^de shock to find, that even omitting Its. 63 lakhs tlie contribu- 
tion to the Central Govemment, the percentage of voted expendito'e tp 
the total has gone down, being 84 against 85 in tbe M year. Even 
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il it were possible to 8}>eud iaviAhly for the tmiiHferriMl cleparimeiitft, 
Uictre waa certiftuly ^i^thing to boast a|. All the world over the 
secoudary functions of (ioveruineut are ret^eiVin^ incrtpu»tng attention; 
it has now been rightly realised that social services are t»f dii wt beiii^i 
to the State as a wlnde, and public ex|»enditure on these is a sound 
investment, be<*ause it lessens the numln^r of the unfit. I’ndmbly no 
province in India nHpiire.s to-day such careful attiMitioii, in this diret'- 
tion as Bengal with its problems of Malaria, Kulti-axtir, dearth of 
drinking water and middle class unemployiueiit. Sir. every one will 
admit that law and order are the primary concerns of u (ioveriiment, 
but they are not the end, they are but means towanU the end Wing the 
real pr<*gresH, moral ami inuterinl, of the community. To try to attain 
that, is but tlie moral duty of every (foveniment, It was inevitable 
that with (he advent of the Ueforms, our expemliture on primary func- 
(i<»ns slniuld increase, hut it must never lie forgotten, that the success of 
the Iteforms <lej)em!s on what the transferred departments achieve for 
the people, and so the cardinal principle of the (lovernmeiit should lie 
to s|)end as much ns [Kissible for these departments. 

• 

The Budget estiinaU for the coming year reveals no hopeful feature. 
Mx('luding ham (»perationH ami new’ (he ordinary expenditure 

is Us. l(L7.S,2d,(MHh against u [lossible revenue of Us. 10,46,lG,tKH). 
If, on me other hand, the [irovinciul contribution is omittetl, 
but exjH*mhture on new worksS retained, (he total expemliture is 
Us. against a revenue of Us. 10.55,11 ,tMMh It hdlows. that 

to have a balanc(*d Budget w<* must, not (»nlv get the provineiul contribu- 
tion remitted, but reduce the expenditure on new' works by about Its. JiO 
lakhs. Our case for remission is an overwhelmingly strong one, and 
the Central Oovernment has a surplus Budget; there is thus every 
|>Q«8ibility, that (he system of provincial contributions will be discon- 
iiiii^d, or at least mmlified, and Bengal will get permanent exemption. 
But if^lt does not, all these new schemes shall have U» Ims modified os 
the JIonTde the Finance Memlier has said. It is for this reason I would 
^ have liked the Finance 3ifeml>er not to l|ave put these items in the 
Bddget now, he coubl have done wi, w'ithout the element of uncertainty, 
when projxmals of the (Viitral (Joveminent were definitely known. 
Kven with this remission our financial |K»sition is mol a very sound one. 
The establishment char^ will go on increasing ff»r somi time to come 
as a consei|U^nre of (be time-scale of pay, and there **411 l>e greater 
liabilities under pensions and superaiiii nations owing to changed circuni- 
sUncea. It is difficult to guage at this stage what the exact course of 
prices will Be, but it is almost certain that there will be no substantial 
fall in tFe immediate future. All these* poinf to a continuouslx inereas- 
ing expenditure against, more or lees a stationary revenue. If to it be 
added, tbe nomal requiremente of the Province, in the (ErectioD of 

4a 
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fresh annual ex{)eiulttures on new sciiemeK, which wii^ not be immedi> 
aiely productive in the literal hcuhc of ihe the finances of the 

Province leave ftiuch to be desired. 

• . . t 

Although I believe that there is much nKim for furtlier retrench- 
ment I feel the time hae now come when we must look around for 
means of expanding our revenue. Ihere are, indeedt insurmountable 
difficulties in the w'ay. •Our land revenue is inelastic, and I believe that, 
in spite of the activities of the Taxation liujuiry Committee, Goverii- 
ment will not violaW the sanctity of contract hv abolishing the perman- 
ent settlement. An increase in excise revenue we certainly djo not want, 
while that from stam[i is ]M‘yond our control. But we nml not be dis- 
li#*artened ; fresli av(*nue,s must 1 m* found and e.visting one^ developed — us 
has been admitted by the llon’hle Member in charge; one of the most 
promising and |K)tenlial soune'. iii the latter class is the fore>t. I 
insisted on this point last year al«o but so fur no forward policy seems 
to have been ndopteil in this direclion. It a july thsit Thunlmy with 
a forest area a little more ami the Fnited Provinces mucli Ic. t' an 
that of Bengal derive much higher returns from this source. I do not 
lielieve, that this comparatively unta; onudde ]>osition of Bengal is due 
to any fiindumentul defei t of Bengal forest they must U* due to u lack 
of initiative. The same can he saitl of Cinchona plantations, here the 
expenditure is steadily increasing hut the rex (‘line shows lu; improve- 
ment. The pluntntions have all jKissihh* fm ilitie'^ climutii' and other- 
wise but still tlie hark is much inferior in tjuiniue contents to that of 
other countries and ^peciullx of Dutch Hast Indies, This state of 
affairs must be remedied. Sir, thf Taxatojii Irujuiry (kunmittee wdll 
certainly devise means for developing the proximial levenue, but I 
believe that a start can !h* madt', hv frvini; to juovide irrigulum works in 
areas of uncertain rainfall amf liiyh lands, such as the north-western 
part of the Province. Tlic success of co-operative irrigation measures in 
Bankura, Birhhum and iieighlKoiring districts clearly indicates, 
there is a genuine demand for such n'^sistance, and people are ready to 
pay forthevn* For small works Government may encourage (‘o-o|)erative 
methods hut where largt*r initial ex|M‘ndituve is needed Government may , 
conveniently step in. Tjiis will bring a decent revenue to the Provincial 
Exciie<)uer, and at the same time pn)ve immensely lieneficial to the 
jHKiple. From the standi>oint of revenue. Irrigation schemea with 
certainty of return are mueh superixir to any other form of non-tax 
revenue. Sir,” this is but one of the numerous channels in which the 
activities of the Government can W directwl to their own benefit, as well 
os that of the f>eople. 

The actual figures in the Budget for the coming year do not invite 
much comment except on traditional lines. The revenue, exclusive of 
loon operations shtiws a vVry sniall increase of Rs. 1,63,000 while 
inclusive of those there is a jiositive decrease. When the Hon’ble the 
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Memlxjj spoke of an iiiereane of lOJ lakhs he evitlently fo^fiot, 
irbftt li6 had to say fti^ie<liately aftera^ards iu t'onrxH'tmn with excise 
revtuue, w. ** the differeo(‘e l>etww« this (o lakhs normal increase) 
and the figure 17 lakta^ which represents the total anticipated increase, 
the result of a reviml system of actHUinting.’* There is not much to bo 
mtid about other items of re^nue, the major heods are stationary — line 
cannot expect them Ui Iw otherwise, while the iignor heads show nearly 
uiiiforiii reduction. A j^eculiur case is that of Hoad XI 11. which now 
shoa’H a debit iweipt, in the aKseme of detailiMl figures, it is luit 
(Misaihle to find out how the much vaunteil navigation j»roj 4 H'ts are 
faring. Such figures may iiolp us to gauge the prosjoH'ts of the more 

ambitious .schemes we have Wfore us. 

• 

On the ex|»enditure side of ntir Hudget estimate we have, omitting 
provincial contrihution, hut including expen«litures on new works the 
figures IN. 10 cr(*re> 81 luklis, showing a deficit r*f IN. IMI lakhs. It is 
true that the new expenditure is mostly of a noii-iecurring ehamcter 
excepting alxiut IN. 0 lakhs, hut we must not forget that in the present 
condition of the IVovincc such cvpernliture inu*<t N* iiicurriMl for many 
years to <'#me. I do not n»nlly understand }o>\\ with our inelastic 
revenue the authorities can Ikijk* to <ontinuc to spend at this rate without 
curtailing their permanent c.\f>cri<hlure. Sooner or later they must do 
it, hut s<M>t^'r the better. 

ddie 1 1 l igation Ihnlgct though lacking details reveals some interesting 
(catuig,*''. 1 n!ii gl.id that pi o had N'en roadc for ilredging the 

if4.agi‘:t, I wtsli that ad^sjuati* j rox i^sion** weie iiiud^* for ittipnnitig iTie 
river syMt»*iii the outer mute uherew! ne<e-*Miry. It i'» significant 
that year alter \i*ar we ha\e to spend Nuhslantial uniounts, for main- 
taining the hhil route and dredging the few inile*. of the Nmer Kumar. 
The hhil route ummI to he re;far<le<l us a priidmtive scheme for a time^ 
hut now it is phu'ed in the <’ateg<uy of intn-pt'odiictivc whemeit, and 
curio%sl^- ernuigh ex]»endit ure on the (iruiid Trunk ('anal project And 
certain dretlgcrs is now regardcil as pro<luctive. 

^ It is gratifying t<i see that more funds have Ireeii allotted to tho 
Kiiifcation Budget, and the major )M>rtioii of thru ineream' is earmarked 
for secondary and primuiy etlu^ ation. The lot of the teachers in non- 
(loverument sei’oiidaiy schools really a %ery hard one, and Ills KsOil- 
lency under whose direeffin this grant has been projmsiMl *will earn tlie 
sincere gmtilufie, of thin ill-paid hut most uaidul class, Afiolher hope- 
ful sign is the making up of the differeiiees Wtweeii the Calcutta Uni- 
versity and Government. It is inconceivable that the Univeraity, the 
fountain of learning and culture, should remain estranged from the 
State. * ^ 

I must admit that in spite of all that has been said hy the Hon^ble 
the Finance Member, I think that both the Me<!ical and Fttblie Health 
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Budgets are unsatisfactory, while the increase in the f<^6r is illusory. 
The Ranchi Lunatic Asylum it fast proving to a white elephant, and 
l^do not know ^low much more we shall have to pay on this account. 
I am not, I munt also say, convinced by the argufnent as to the causes 
of non-utilisation of grants to mufassal dispensaries. There may be 
real limits to tlu* increased charges for medical expen^ture, which local 
Iwdies can inc^r from their own funds, but tliat is no reason why Govern- 
ment grants should l)e refused. Sir, one is also surprised to learn from 
the Ilon^ble Member’s observations on the Public Health Budget, that 
the total grant for the next year is less than that of the current year, 
simply because, the Imal municipalities have no schemes in readiness 
towards which they desire assistance from Government. I cannot know 
ivhat this peculiar state of affairs is due to, but it may be that these 
munici])alitieH although they may be urgently in need of Government 
assistance, cannot satisfy the conditions laid down for such help. Any- 
how, Government could have been more lil)eral and lenient in their 
terms. It is true, as the Finance Member says, that an adequate supply 
of good water cun never he provided if the local people and local 
authorities rely mainly on Government subsidies, but Government 
initiative will go a long way to solve this urgent i>rohlem of the Province. 
Sir, I have no observation to make on the Agriculture Budget except- 
ing that all other major provinces (including the (united Provinces and 
Punjab) spend more ft>r their Agriculture Department than we do here, 
eertainly not c(»mplimeiitary to us. I may add also, that the mere 
provision of Us. 25,tM)0 for eradicating the water-hyacinth pest, will be 
of no avail, unless accompanied by compulsf)ry co-operation by the 
people. The possibilities l)efore the co-operative department have Wen 
amply demonstrated by the developiimiits of irrigation in the Burdwan 
division and, as I have said, G(jvernment should not W slow to make 
the fullest use of the oj>portunities. to help the i>eople as well as 
themselves. A very rapid rise. Sir, has taken place in our ex{)6nditure 
in England from Id lakhs 11 thousands in 1921-22, the first yi?«ir of the 
Reforms, it has gone as high as 26 lakhs 40 thousands in the current 
year, whilt the estimate for the next is 06 lakhs 47 thousands. It is 
true that these payments are results c»f statutory obligations, but it 
shows how the provincial rest>urce8 have been saddled to the dis- 
advantage of tran8ferre<l subjects. ^ 

Last year I suggested that in framing provincial Bi^dgets like ours, 
specially that for the transferred group. Government could conveniently 
take the advice of a committee consisting of members of this House, 
businessmen and leaders of public opinion from the mufassal. This is 
specially important as the people’s representatives cannot ^ggest, or 
insert In the Budget any new demands. In the case of provincial 
Governments such a system is free from the objection that the leakage 
of any information regarding changes in income-tax or custom.^ may 
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Mali io loss of revenae. A committee like this would beve l>eea of 
special aee in toe pi%mraiion of the preeent Budget, when we had no 
MinUtere, and I fttill hoi)e the auUioritteH will eerioisly conetder the 
feasibility of ac'ceptkig thin suggestion. • 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


Adiourfifiiafit* 

After the adjournment there lacing no quorum present, the Council 
adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday the 27lh February. 1925, at the Town 
Hall. Calcutti^ 
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PraoMdingt of ttw Boi^t ^islativo Couneil iw e m &ted undor Um 
prfviiiom of the Covemnwiit of itidM Aet. 

4 . 

The CouiK il met in the Couiu il ('hamher in the Town Hall, Cal. 
cutta, (»n Friflay, the 27th Fehruary. 1925, ,^t 3 p.m. 

Prtsanti 

The Jloii’hle the PieHiflent in the Chair, the four llon’blc MemlMu^ 
of tlie Ex<m iitive Council and 99 nominated and elected memlMw« 


Amondments i^egarding transferred departments. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: Ma^ I interru]>t tar a Tmvment pleast*? I 
want to kn(>u whcthei ^\e shall he j^Mven iuithei time for sending in on? 
fiinendineiits le^^aidhig the translened departments, hecause Minister^ 
have not yet lu'ca jipj>onitcd jind the date tor sfoidiiig in amendments 
hiiH Ihmo? tixf'd tor the 7th March I da nr)t think this tipie will he 
Huffieient, and unlesH \au >rive uh f?irlhei time, it imjxissihle tor ns 
to send in oui amendmentN in time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (tho Hon*blo Sir Evan Cotton): 1 pioji )se to ^dve 
further time. 1 shall jrivc you a.s nuieh time !?'• I (an. Yoii will 
realise that we ha\e p>t to ^^et tin* amendments iead\ .»iid to jje^ them 
on tin* i»aper. 

Budgot of the Covemmant of Bengal for 1S25-28. 

The general disetission of the Ihidget was them resumed: — 

Mr« W# L. TRAVERS: Sir, a study of the lludget of the Gk^i^em- 
inenl of lieugal which has laaently been pn^sented to us, eombfhed also 
with u study of the Railway Hudget presented to the Asscuubly and the 
revenue retmmalshow that at least trade and eommeree in India and this, 
provinee un» uiwn the ui>-grade. There is a distinct impniviuneiit. ‘At 
tho same time that imprt»vement is very slow and it is doing aS present 
but little to relieve the acute and distressing unemployment which i.s 
prevalent amongst the Umtiralok ycfuths of this province. Sir, I would 
like, in rolltioii to that unemployment, to offer a fetv observations 
upon theieconomie side of the Budget. 

At the present moment there in undoubtedly a large amount of cap- 
ital ready and available waiting for commercial un^rtakiiigs in Bengal 
But thaSnanciar who controls that capital has tJwait on the one side 
for a prospect of profitable return against the innerent risks in new 
business, and those risks are large in a province, such as Bengal, where 
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then i* 80 much developmeut. At thelpreswit time the r«pitali«t han 
to c-ontend wnh nAn^’ Htikii, first ut «SI with luxatiou. A i'«])italist 
rtikti bit* raouey in a vontuns und, if .sut roKttful, iht^ Slati* tnktn^ a 
proportion of the wsuUh in taxation^ Sivondly, thero in uitto (bo tm t 
tbat there ba« recently l)een the jHwt-war ilepreii^ion duriiifj which a 
great deal of capital was Iqpt, and, theitdorc, a new venture wan Kuhject- 
cd to more careful acrutiny than wouhl ordinarily U»Uhe C 4 w*e. Bui 
the point to w’hich I wiwh to draw laiititulai attention of the llonMile 
Membern of thiK Council, in that these risks are etuisiderably increased 
not only by the political agitation <d iwnt years, but ulsciby the p<iUcy 
of obstruction whic‘h has In^en adoptetl by the op|KMiite party during the 
lost year. I wish to draw the attetition of all hon’hle ineinWrs to this 
fact, tiiat tln»rc is an eduioniir a^pe< t of this Budgi^t outsith^the yadi- 
tical, and that those wh(» wi.sh to do something towanls reduo* 
iiig the uneinplovnuoit in this j»rovince will not do so if they adopt the 
jwdiev of obstruction. I mean by obsti iiction, obstruction pure and 
simple; I do not mean^ of couise intelligent ciitieiNm of the Budget 
itself. Capital reiiuires jihove all things stability Hist ami seeurity 
second, and obstruction and politi: al agitation comtuneii with denounce- 
ment of Vhatever (fovernnient does, reduces stability and reduies 
security, and, tln’tefori’, do<‘s nothing to j re luce this distiessing 
unemployment. In coiinertiun nitli the safijeit of uiieiiiployiuent, 1 
\enture sug-g-est to (lovernmetil that it is well worth a trial to iiilro- 
tlrne an agricultural colony; flir scheme wholi has ln*en put forward hy 
('np^in Patavel in, which the young Uuuhalol youths ot Bengal might 
learn the science of agncultnie hy practical works in the fields, is well 
woith a trial, and I think mcnih^os of thi" ('ouncil wouKI gladly devote 
much money to suc h an objec t. 

To (urnlto the Budget itself. 1 sjornld like t<» (ongralubile the 
Ilon’blo mV. Donald ujuiji the presen I at ion of the* mo^t jirogressive 
Bttdgel whic'h finance has allowed since the inlro4luct ion of the Reforms 
I nugg|8itt that this (’cHincil should once more, if it be |M*rmitled,| |miss 
an unatiittiouK resolution to be M*nt to the AHs«''mbly and the Uoveriimeiit 
of India that the c ontiibution of (»‘l lakhs should Iw* once lor all 
elrtnitmtiHl. 

Now, Sir, under the head of medic*al nc hools, the Ilon'bb* the Menibei 
has lejcoited in his thnl|iio schemes are ready. I jf*ouhl like one * 

more to put forward the progress we have mii je in our scheme in .?al)nij- 
guri. 1 hope to lie aide to place the nfcheiiie itself liefcne (lo%’eriinienl 
before three months have tdafised. Meanwhile, we have lieen successful 
ui|^eoIIecttiig Rs. 85,01H) for the extension nnd improvement of the Jai- 
fuitguri hospital. We have Wn aide to do ho largely by the generouitv 
of the industry, shareholdera and Board of Directors, laho have 
helped us moat generously. I venturejto say that in o distriel like 
lalputguri, wIkW we have no wealthy xemtmlars to help us, it is no 
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gmall achievement, .Plans of the new building have been passed by the 
Surgeon-Oeneral and the building will be commdbced at a.jce| The 
Chairman of the district board is addressing the Chairmen of the other 
district boards of the division for assistance in the recurring cost. I 
hope, therefon*, that our plans having progressed to such anjextent 
Government will in a supplementary Budgi?t help us by an allotment 
for the cfmimencement />f a medical school during the coming cold 
weather. 1 have one or two suggestions to put forward in regard! to 
the Agriciilturnl Department, being a practical agriculturist myself. 
The first of these suggestions is that it is advisable to make a soil 
survey of tht* experimental farms. I am delighted to see the progress 
in regard to exiwimental farms, but I urge this for two reasons. First 
(rf all, the soil of the exiierimental farm should approxitoate at least 
to one of tlio main types of soil in the district ; if that is not so, results 
will bo very small. Secondly, it is reported, and judging by the re- 
ports of the Agricultural DejHirtment itself, I am afraid it is true, that 
in the old days, the location of many of these agricultural farms was 
chosen in a haphazard manner by non-exjwrts and the soil, I am afraid, 
is very l^ior, and no results (’an be exi)ected from such soil. is waste 
of money to (airy on with such farms if it Ik* true, and there is nothing 
for it but to change the l(Kmtion. At any rate, I think this should Ik* 
definitely settled, and if necessary, as 1 say, localities must be changed. 

In regard to the allotment to d(*al with water-hyacinth, 1 confess 
that I am somewhat iK'ssimistie about any good results U’ing achievcil 
from methods such as spraying, which, if i( proves to he suc’ceWful, 
will uiitlouhtedly he very costly, and it can only be applied to the larger 
waterways and such like. There is in my mind one metluKl of dealing 
with water-hyacinth, and that is a universal campaign in the country- 
side. (biverninent itself, I think, ('an do very little, but if an organisa- 
tion can l)e achieved by the whole of the i^eople of the countryside, 
rich and poor alike, turning out for one whole week during the hot 
weather before the planting of the rice crop and actually working' to 
clear the hyacinth, there would In* some g(X)d results. At any rate the 
spread of water-hyacinth would l)e checked. ^ 

1 venture to suggest, that the leaders of the Congress party should 
devote their organisation to that purpose which I am quite sure would 
bring great blessings to the people of Eastern ^engal. 

Or. PRfMATHANATH BANER4EAI The Budget for the year 

1925*26 reveals a most unsatisfactory state of things. The revenue 
is estimated at 10 crores and 45 lakhs, but against this an expenditure 
of 11 cmres and 34f lakhs is provided for. The result is a deOrit of no 
lees a sum than 89 lakhs. In the three years 1922*28 to 1^4-25, the 
averag# annual growth of revenue and the average annual growth of 
expenditure have been 15| lakhs and 18^ lakhs, respectively. This nay 
be regarded as normal expansion- But in the Budget for the ensuing 
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fmr an iiicra^ of^ 14 lakhs over the revised estiuiates of the curraat 
year is expected on t^e revenue side, tfhile the expenditure shows an 
increase of 1 crore and 36 lakhs. Of this additional tnuiunt. m lakhs 
is the provincial c<fntrilmtion to the Central Of>veriimeiit ; but ihe*n^ 
maining 72 lakhs represent real increase of ex{> 4 uuliture. 

The causes which havered to this sudden and €*norinous addition to 
our financial burden are not far to seek, li the Itudget figures are 
carefully studied, we find that in almost alt the deiuirtments. the 
establishment charges, especially those relating to the higher services, 
have jumped up. this being due mainly to the provision which has been 
so generously made for giving effect to the recommendations of the 
Commission.^ It is impossible f(»r a non*otficial member — unless the 
Finance Menilier comes to his rescue— to estimate with any degree of ac- 
curacy the burden which is likely to lie placed on the jieopie of Bengal ns 
the consequence of the acceptance «»f the famous f.ee Iteport But 1 have 
a suspicum that the amount of the burden will mil fall far short of a 
quarter of a crore in the coming year. 1 may mention here in passing 
that effect is being given to only <ine portion of the Ueport. namely, 
that whiah deals with the emoluments of the members of the higher 
services; but the (piestion relnting to the Imlianisation of the services — 
by which means the C'ommission ought to relieve the finaniMul burden 
to sonie^xtent — is to be given the go-by. 

A second important cause of this deficit is to be found in public 
works ex{M*n<liture, which slums an increase of 22| lakhs over the 
revAeil estimates for the current year Kvidenliy. the time-honoured 
tadicy of bric‘k and inortur now l(M>ms larger than ever liefore the eyes 
of our aiiministrators. Of course, whether siiidi |Milicy is justifiable or 
not in th(» present financial <‘ir<’uiiistanres f»f the province or in vieif of 
the neeils of the really imp<irtant depurtmentH is another matter. 

Among the minor <*auscN of the deficit is the e\|NU>fliture on such 
departments as Oeneral Administration, Kxcim*. Police, ami IN»rts and 
Pilotage. It seems strange that in an insanitary provinci* like Betigal, 
the head Public* Health ” shows an actual decTeose. Has it lieen found 
impossible to effe<‘t ec'onomy by any idher means than by reducing the 
grants for public health purposes and the expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases P 

The provision ojLtjjf* nnd a half lakhs made for rur^l water-supply 
is one of the welcome features of tlm Budget. But the amount is 
insignificant in comparison with the needs of a population of 46 lakhs, 
and looks ridiculously small when contraste<! with the grant of two 
lakhs and 87 thousand for surfacing maitlan roads with iar»macadam. 

An i^ditional grant of a lakh and a half has been made for primary 
education, for which small mercy the children of the provinoe seeking 
the benefit# of literacy will thank the Finance Member. A sum of 
2 lakhs is provided for the Calcutta University* The assuimnoe given 
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by the Finance Mciubc^r that Government Ih prepared to^ive assistance 
is welcome, although his view* that the extent which Government 
assistance will b# required ‘‘ will not exceed tw^o lakhs is not, I am 
afraid, ftjunded on facts. I should like to point out^that the total grant 
made to the Calcutta University for the coming year is smaller than that 
of the current year. But we need have nft apprehensions as to the 
future, for llis Kxcellen^ the Governor gave the “ pledge ” the oth«‘r 
day that interests of the University, financial or otherwise," would 
not suffer, I may he permitted to make a suggestion in this connection. 
In past years, the University has had to depend, to a considerable 
extent, on tlie grants proposed by Government and voted by this Council, 
and such grants have varied in amount from year to year. This fact 
has placed the University in a difficult position, and has often given 
rise to excessive optimism in the minds of some and undue pessimism 
in those of others. What I suggest is that a substantial recurring 
grunt he made to the Univt^rsity so as to i)lacc it above w'anf, and that 
the auvuint (»f the grant be fixed by an Act (»f the Cegisluture. The 
great advantage of the proposal I make will be that the work of the 
University will not be hampered by doubt, uneasiness and uncertainty: 
the uuth(M‘ities of that institution will know e.xactly the aiiiount of 
Uflsistanee they can exfKnt from the State funds and regulate their 
exptmditiire accordingly 

I 

The Finan<M‘ Membei asserts that he has not lieen “ backward in 
paying attention to the wants ot the tnui,sferr«‘tl depuitments But, 
unf(»rtunately, his elaim iu <un gratitude is not substantiated by^ the 
figures of his Budget. In tl»e re\ised estimates toi the cunent year, 
the exjwnditure on the reserved side annaints to G erores and 00 lakhs, 
against 3 erores and »17 lakhs on (he transferred side. In the Budget 
for the ensuing year, the amounts of expenditure of the two halves of 
Government are 7 erores and 40 lakhs ami M c n)ies and S8 lakhs, respe<*- 
tively. Thus the same protsution of 00 ami *(4 |»er cent, for the reserved 
and transferred departments respeetively is maintained. But, p«rhn()s, 
the Finaiue Member is not to blame. It pleases the vanity of official- 
dom to think that the reserved subjects for which they are responsible 
are twice as iiiquotant us the transferred subjects f<»r which Ministers 
are — or are supp<wiHl to Ik* — ies|»onsible. It will, (lerhaps, be long 
before the hureuucrucv is able t(» rid itself of the notion that the natimi- 
preserving and iiatnm-huilding depiirtments oKtgfrvernmental activity 
are only halfSRs important ns the maintenance of law and order. 

1 have dealt with some of the silent features of the Budget. The 
eeGmated deficts is a huge one. But how is it propetsed to meet itP 
The answer h simple — by drawing uptm the halanee. The method may 
be an ea^y one, but is it unjustifiable P I desire here to enter my em- 
phatte proUsst against the ptdicy of frittering away the balance. I 
enggested lost year that after keeping a certain amount, say 50 lakhs, 
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g«i a reserve, 4|io rjst of the balance should he set oiuirt mi as to form 
tlie iiuclous of u Public Health Fund, to which slujuld be added all aiifv 
pluses which might occrue in proK|HTous years. I re{>«8t this sugges^n 
once more. A larjfe Inilance is always a source of temptation to the 
spending departments, and its deiiionilising influence in felt in the 
pr»»senf decision of the (lo^rniiient to indulge in wasteful ex(>emliture. 
The ludance is the result <♦( economy, letrenclunent and fresh taxation, 
and it would be a jnty if the money obtained ftom the p<»or and saved 
l>y starving the nation-building «le|>artnients, were thrown away. If 
is bud finance to meet ordinary expernlituie from the balance in a normal 
year, and I would strongly urge the Finance Memln^r to desist fnun 
the i'ourse he proposes to a<loi)t. Sanitation is (he most urgent iumhI 
of the pifjvince, and it will help to rehabilitate the faith of the pe<»ple 
ill the Iwna fidvs of (Joverniiient if a serious attempt is made to tackle 
this problem in the way I suggest 

1 here is one subject in the si)eech of the IlorTble Mr. Donald with 
whic h I and all my colleagues in this Council are in whole-heat fed 
agMvnienf, nuniely, his pb'a foi the reniissioti of the provii.i ial lon- 
tribution oind for the revision td the Meston Settlement. As rt‘gar<ls 
the 1 emission, I do not think much urguniciit will be needetl to convince 
(be Government of India of its justice and necessity. Htit 1 hope an 
**ariies( »*J'c»rt will be m.ide to ptusuade the Central (lovernmenl to part 
with the proceeds uf the e.xfiort duty on jute, to which this province 
may justly prefer n c laim. However imic’h the (Joverniiient and the 
peop^ of Ilengal may difter on other matteis, (hey are absolutely 
united in the demand for the revision of the inicpiitous Meston A\iurd, 
without which it will m*ver be jsjssible to place tiu* admiiiistration c*f 
the province on a sound financial basis. 

BalNI HEMANTA KUMAR SARKARx Sir, we are tbatikfn) to the 
llon’ble the Finance Member for bis grac ioiisness in not proposing any 
fre^k taxation this year to make up the defic-it lnidgc*t. We admire him 
t«H the^ougli fight lie has jmt up against (he inif|(iitoiiN Meston Bettle- 
ment. nengul was robl»e(I of l*tl out of c rores of her total revenue 
hy the Imperial (Jovernnient. The award was iimde on an exaggerated 
view- of the taxable capacity of llengal and her low* sc ale of cx|»endttuie. 
Ixird Meston has liimscdf admitted that Bengal is justly entitled to the 
cuitire jute exjrort r^^eiy^e. Evem after the remission oj 03 lakhs for 
|»rovincial coutributioUf there will still Im- a deficit of ?0 lakhs in the 
ccmiiiig year w^ich have to U* drawn from the icpc ning biiluncc*s. 

The World Wor devoured all extra iiioiiey and all scdieiiies of develop- 
ment were held in abeyance. The war over, the nightninre of Befortiis 

tight on the breast of Bengal. 

Wo learn from the IIonTde Ihe Finance Merulier f»ur f*ecuJiar fiimn* 
ciol position Iiaii4>eai] emphasised from the very l»eginiiiiig of the Ke- 
fonne. The Joint PaHiamentary Commit^ coninieitted on iha peculiar 
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financial difficulties of Benfifal and made a recominendatio|( in our favour. 
The Government of India themselves admitted i|« 1921 that even with 
ov< 5 |*y economy H^iigal must have a deficit of B«. 120 lakhs. The remin- 
sion of 63 lakhs reduced, but was far from wiping olit, that deficit. 

Three new taxation Bills were passed in one single year by the Bengal 
liCgisiative Council. The iiiemWrs of the Council thought, when the\ 
passed these Bills in 1922, and that was also the assurance given by the 
Government of Bengal, that 70 per cent, of the additional income de- 
rived from this new taxation w'ould be spent for the development depart- 
ments. But these hopes have not materialised. 

The confession of I/ord Meston, the recommendation of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, the admission of the Government (rf India, 
the application of the retrenchment axe, the action of the HoiPble the 
Kinance Meml>er, the co-o|)eration of the last Council and the translation 
of our late Finance Secretary to the Olympic heights of the Imperial 
capital have not moved the iron heart of fate. We stand exactly where 
we were, perhaps in a w'orse |K)sition than during the pre-war days. 
Unless some provision is made in the Budg<*t to snatch away the magic 
lamp from Ala/hlin, no improvement seems to In? possible and with the 
prospect of a Lee loot forced on India every now and then, the solution 
seems to be for remote. 

Like the modern Hindu descrilwd by the late poet D. h. Roy as 
(jueer amalgam of Sasadhar, Huxley and gtmse, the Budget presentwl 
by the ILm’ble the Finance Member is a (|ueer amalgam of mathema- 
tical calculation, bureaucratic tact and hy]>notic hoax. As a result of 
the adverse vole of the Council last year, the Government could save 
much money and they “ saved much pajs'r and many printing charges ” 
as n conse<tuence of the ('ouncil’s refusal to provide funds for the 
apt>ointment of Ministers. The transferred departments without the 
Ministers have siirvive<l and if His Excellency the Governor takes a 
little more jxiins to administer them temporarily for another yeor^and 
a half, much more money of the poor tax-payer can b© saveS. 

Tha guardians of law and order have been starved this year and the 
total increase of expenditure is only two lakhs and a half. The Criminal* 
investigation Department has got three lakhs. On the fateful 25th of 
October last it was proved that the existing secret police was not com- 
petent, They succecMled neither in cnpturingph^H^s nor incriminating 
d<»cumeiiiii im course of the nuiiierous house-searches all over Bengal. So 
fn»sh blood should l)e introduced in the depoitment. Why did thev fail 
to discover the arms inip«>rte<l from Hcmolulu, Hottentot, Alaska. 
Nelwaska,. Kamaskatcha, Ix>patka and other known and unknown 
countries? The Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department* 
should enact a piece of legislation making the black art of eating the 
dtsappearanca of fiiearms at the approach of the police an off«n5e to be 
punidied by capital aentenc^i and we promise Hi m our wbole-boaftod 
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mipport. But fix the responsibility for (his failure on the three or 
four oflitiols who oioup knew what was* afoot ten minutes More 
the Chief Executive Officer of Calcutta was arrested. If they had o*ly 
taken the police into confidence and told them what they wanted to have, 
our officers would have proved eciual to the hluek nia^jiciiiioc. I accuse 
the veterans of the Iutelli^3nc*e Bianch not to have taken the initiative 
themselves. There were enouf^h revolvers and cwitridj^es, some of which 
iiii^fht have been spared to unconsciously slip into tiie denn of the revolu- 
(icffiaries. The cendy culprits who attempted at wrcn'kiiitf the I.ieut- 
eiiant -(Governor’s train at Naraiofrurh in the* Partition days wen* prompt, 
ly broujfht to justice by the inveiitin^^ frenius of the l^olice. 1 ls»lieve 
that !ii|fh efficiency has decrc*nHt»d Imh’uusc of our not ^ivini; (hem iron- 
cots and moHcjuito nets to sleep soundly at night. 

'I'he conduct of Subhas Bose was really suspicious. He l>e)onged to 
the Most Noble Order of the Steel Frame, but (his fellow hud (he cluek 
to give up a position in the Ilenven-horn service^ where if he wanted to 
learn violence he might have availe<l himself of a thonsand opportunities 
“ to shoot and shoot well ” like the great getienil of the .fnliantvallu Bagh 
fame. Instead of sending people to jail for selling khfuhfttr at IiummI 
daylight, he himself went to jail. What was he. a Puritan bachelor, 
doing with Rs. a month!' Why did he hire a hig loniHe, when his 

own hou^ was big eiurngh to a<Tommo<la(e a hundred pe^iple!* Surely 
to shelter revolutionaries nn<l finan<e the revolutionary oigahisalions 
like the South Calcutta Sevak Saniili and the South (’nlcutta <h plumage: 
that^lug house must have some underground chnmiu'rs where he used to 
manufacture Immbs at dea<l of night with the help of a foiniula s((deii» 
|K»rhaps, fix»ia (he lulwiratory f»f Sir P. (\ Roy, and without (he know* 
ledge of his political cliief and the tlearesf and nearest ones of his life! 

1 hope the police will make another search underground and see if iny 
inference is correct. 

J'here is one happy feature, however, in the Po!i»’e Budget that 
money^has been provided for barnicks for some iiiurrieil cfinstables. ( 
us hoj)e some provision w'ill Im» made in a Supfdenientarv Budget for the 
« marriage of their daughters. 

There has lx»en a provision of Rs. for Ministers which is 

liable to change, as the Ilon’ble the Fimini-e MeiiiM has stated, should 
there be any in the nunilMU of Ministers.* There is no 

statutory limit for His Excellency the Governor to tW iiiirnlier of 
Ministers ho can choose. May I humbly suggest f<dh»wing (lie Govern- 
ment resedution ^ Minintrrs* salaries passes! by an overwhelming 
majority the other day tlMit His Excellency may choose some 64 
Ministerii with Rs. 1,600 per annnra. Judging from the appltcaiinns 
for roniiittenthtp it may even be ho|»ed that smaller salaries wifi procare 
gnod *aoiiie of whom may pay from their own pocket a anm 

to makt up the deficit in crar Bcdgei./ But 1 warn the CKrremnieDt 
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that tbeA« MiiiiKterK Bhould not be iu i;harge of £xcit|e and Publu 
Works Department — the two most lucrative depi^imeuts in tEe whole 
Sc^eturiat. ProViKioii for the muiuteiiaiice of persons restrained ami 
couhned in the jails under the provision of Ordinance I of 1924 is io(» 
inadequate. Xw<> the njeinbers of this House have been favoured 
with siiiecure.s under this. God knows whether any more wiD follow. 

(ioverniiient has rightly allotttMl Its. lakhs for the starved teachers 
in lion-Governinent secondary schools, and they have cut at the root of 
all evils. Hunger breeds revolution and discontented teachers may Im* 
the greatest of sedition mongers. I liojie the grant will be increased 
and made recurring. 

The sum «if Us. 8d,000 for (’ircle Gfiiccrs seem to l)e a paltry sum. 
These useful olfirers curry the Imiiiier of the buream rucy to village and 
f<»ree village helf-goverumeiit thnuigh the unwilling throats of the 
rustic. 

A sum of Us. .20,OfM) has been allotte<] to eradicate water-hyacinth. 

I }ni[)e the proposal of n'<|uisilioiiing steaim i to go into tin* atbu’led 
ureas and discharge steam and kill the jM'.st will Im tried by tlq^ Uovern- 
nient and the money will be usefully spent. 

A further sum of Us. 2,S7,tMM) has been provided to carry on the 
improvements of the roads on the Mai«lan. When they uie ^surfaced 
with tar-mueadam, the gaping villagers with whose money this improve- 
ment luis heefi eil'eeted will die coinfoi tubly on the smooth Hurfa<'e 
Imiiig run over hy motor ears of their temporal lords. 

The Medical Budget has three lakhs in excess of the revi.sed figure. 
The Hon’ble the Member says that lunatic asylums are resjionsible for 
this. I Imlieve for every increase that intlueiice from the m(M)n is 
res|Kmsibl«i and we should have our (’oinicil ChamlM'r erei'ted in u part 
of that co<d place, where a Budget like this can Ik? given proper con- 
sideration and saved from wreckers. . j 

BilHi TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: As the youngest of all the 
memliein her^ I lulmur under some disadvantage, I would, therefore, 
at the very outset crave your indulgence for a while. 

1 cannot congratulate the Hon‘blp the Finance Member as the 
Budget, although it show's a mmiinal surpiu.s, is realjy in fact a deficit 
one acH’ordiiig to whether the provim iai coiitriflWlon of Us. (>3 lakhs 
to the Government of India is not or i> taken into account, 

.\t the very outset 1 must confess that I am unable to deal with this 
Budget fully. The subject is tw \aried and far too serious to Im even 
nibbled at within siu'h a slH»rt p.eriod at our diKjmsal. 

l1ie Budget while providing the police and the superior aervioea 
with all the luxuries which modern civilisation ha.s invented, haa hope- 
Imly neglectefl the cause of i^e naiion-building dejiartmenii. 
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iiMttftMd bjr 01W Bt. i laklfa ftnd m the Hoa^bl« the ^i&Aiioe MmImt 
hm jiima^lf Mad incivaje ia due to atreiigtlieuiiig tlio atiiff 
Ui0 Criminal Inveetigntion Bopartmeiit to oo|ie with tk« vary krfo 
iitcroMe in the work of tbe departmoni. 

Thou, a^aiiir tboro is a proposal for floating^ a loan of CU. 8,b0»0Q0 
but not for helping the cause of education, sanitation, village industry 
or agriculture, etc., of the nation-building deiuu-tmenta, but for build- 
ing houses for the Calcutta Police. 

The provision for the rural water-supply in the entire province has 
been increased from Its. 60,000 to Its. 2,60,000 but at the same time 
the Hon'ble Aie Finauce Member has taken care to reduce the total 
grants for public health pur|H)ses by more than an €K}ual amount and 
only 1 lakh has been granted for the improvement and extension of 
panchayati union schools in Bengal. 

After so much has been said on the Budget by my previous 
speakers and specially after the most brilliant sfieech of Dr. Pramatha- 
Hath Banftjea and most interesting speet^h of Mr. Hemanta Kumar 
Sarkar I think I should not waste the time of the House by refieating 
the same things once again. So I shall confine my observations on ibe 
fate of m^own district. 

I am here to represent the views of my constituency and I take this 
oppoftiiiiity to discharge my pious duty to subitiii before the llonse the 
grievances of my constituency. 

No doubt the Budgt»t is a very disap{K>tnting one wi far as my district 
is concerned. 

As the result of the retrenchment the Chinsura Agricultural Sdiool 
has Wn nip[>ed in the bud without giving it a fair chance atid oppor- 
tunffy Ip prove fls utility. ^ 

No special provision has been made for the re-excavation of the river 
Haraswati, on which depende the fate of thousands of the people of my 
district and although the matter has been hitiugbt to the notice of 
the' authorities times without number no proper step has yet been taken. 

The river 8arasai|^0>eing one of the main outlets o|^ water in the 
district and as it ba^Sm totally silted up, no water can pass out to the 
Gauges, thus leaving thousands of acres of lands totally under water 
over 6 to 8 feet deep fof#ver four months during the year. 

As the reauli ol tiib not only the poor eultivators are totally 
deprived pf any crop but it has also rendered the enitfo locality wy 
unbeiltliy and mali^, kata-aaar, etc., are didng quite a hafud tUfU* 

Tlieii, agub, m provtMiMi hat been amde for the ^ |h9l 

hhloftiqf^ fl4l|^ieW«U>hnmhui^ 
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It i$ tmXiy turprisuig ta no^ tlist in spite of Te«|r ftrong pfotert 
of he people, botli official and non-official, ihe^Assiatant Surgeon luw 
bflgn replaced ny a Sob-AMiaiani Surgeon fipm the Arambagb 
Hoepital — ^although a aubdirisional town and a place notorious for 
malaria. 

One who has the go^ or rather 1 should call it a had fortune to go 
to Arambagh — not to speak of other places in the interior — will at once 
•ay without any hesitation that, in fact, il is a land of water with 
depopulated villages and malaria-stricken villagers. 

It is admitted on all hands that the {wlitical situation is very serious 
and that constructive statesmanship demands that at, this critical 
moment the Government should show more anxiety to placate the senti- 
ments of the people and thereby to cmisolidate their own power. 

As a matter of fact the Hon^ble the Finance Member has exhausted 
his resources to convin<‘e \is that he has done his best to serve the 
nation-building departments and thereby to outwit us; but he has 
failed and hopelessly failed. ^ 

Ours is an agricultural country and the people who are really the 
backbone of the country cannot l)c contented unless some material 
improvement is done to them. 

I am firmly of opinion that merely the constitutional Reform 
schema, even if freed of all its ohjectionahle features, will, by its 
operation, succeed in allaying far less in eradicating the present 
discontent. 

The present discontent, apart from the political sense which is the 
legitimate outcome of our <H>ntact with western institutions, is to a very 
great extent due to the jwverty of the middle classes which has reached 
such gigautic proportions ns cannot hut i)rove a terrible evil aod a 
real danger to tbe State. * 

With refined notions of living engendered by contact with western 
civilisation, bt|t with no capital to invest in ajrricuUure, trade* or 
industry, our classes now find themselves destitute of the means 

of procuring even the bare necessaries of life. If the feeling of 
deiparation finds occasional vent in fanaticalual>fffies, true statesman- 
ship shouMecope with the evil by trying to fulfil the primary duty of 
the State, both on political as well as on humanitarian grounds, by 
making every endeavour to remove this distriNis first. J am firmly con- 
vin^ that tbe only way to eradicate the discontent and unrwi in 
India is to make provision for removing this economic distiem of tbe 
massM and to sitiafy tbe growing aspiration for political rights. , 
HiiliMry bas proved tbnl repression was never pioved successful in allay* 
ing, tar lem in eradiealing tb» qurit |f nnreet in any part of tbe wiwld. 
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jlli oonohuAn, S must fimuklj adtoji that the four years of thu 
Rell^liliied regime har# not in any way been able to aigeliorate the coil< 
ditjott of the countiy. Our ambitions with which we have come lssr« 
and <mr high hopes have all been dashed to the ground. Blame boa 
much you might to our lac|| of funds, but there can also be no denying 
of the lack of grit, lack of energy and lack of initiative in those who 
are custodians of the public funds. With these few words, ^ir, I 
submit before the House my humble observations. 

Mr. F. E» ilAMEll The Budget this year is, with one exception, a 
somewhat depressing document. 1 take it that this is due to three 
reasons. Fin^t of all the failure to provide fresh taxation; secondly, 
the failure to effect further retrenchment; and thirdly, the incidence 
of the provincial contribution to the Imperial Government. With 
regard to the fresh taxation question, I understand that there is no 
possibility under the present circumstances of increasing the taxation. 
With regard to the incidence of the provincial contribution, that ques- 
tion is still problematic but at (he best if the contribution were remitted 
it will oirty give us a normal surplus of Rs. 30,00,0(K). There still 
remains^ the question of further retrenchment. The Retrenchment 
Committee’s recommendation w’ith respect t<» (he reserved dejiartmenls 
was a retrenchment of 98 lakhs. Ci» to (he present a sum of llj lakhs 
has Wn accepted. I would like to hear whether this is the last word 
of Government ujK>n this (juestion of retrenchment. The Committee 
was a responsilde one. It was a very weighty one. No one expected that 
all the re<‘omiuen<lutioiis which were made would be accepted. But to 
accept only almut IL’ per cent, does seem to me a most disappointing 
result. I trust that this is not the Government’s last word on the subject 
and I hope that further retrenchment will l>e possible in the near future. 
I would like to refer to one or two welcome items in the Budget. In the 
firsVplace there is the increase of 7 lakhs in the Education Budget which 
«hould%e heartily welcomed by this House. Cnder that item there are 
three things to which 1 would refer in particular. There it the 
• increase in the pay of 8e<*ondary st'hool teachers. That is a proposal 
which all sections of the House should warmly approve. Any one who 
knows anything about the conditions and status of many of the teachers 
in secondary srhouti^g^l welcome heartily the prf»poiigjd increase of 
their pay. ^ 

The other point to which I would like to refer is the grant to the 
Entally Orphanage. I would commend this very warmly to th« con- 
sideration of Oovemment. One of the important points to be noted in 
tilts connection is that the authorities responsible lor this Orphanage 
have guaranteed to raise half the necessary amount and are only asking 
OoeemmenI to give them the other half. Tboaa who know anything 
about the CathoUe community k|^ tha|f ibia community is not ona of 
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ill* witliUefi. Tk«i*lor^» ihi\ andefttour on a oonuMiid* 

ftUi <Hii* dhd^ doifTTM th# warm support of all soolioiifl of Uio Honsa. 

?rho otlior point to which I would like to refer»is the grant to the 
C. M. 8. High School in Kidderpore. Here, again, is a most worthy 
object, of special interest to the Muhammad* members of this Council, 
^*d 1 would commend i| also to the support of the House. 

^ The second item to which I would like to^^r is a comparatively 
small one. Underlying this item is the promised acceptance by the 
Government of a very interesting and welcome principle — I refer to the 
provision of a tube well in the Hijli Jail. Those interested in the 
welfare of juvenile offenders will welcome the Hon*b|e 8ir Hugh 
Htephenson’s reference to a new policy for their treatment, I take 
that this is the first step and will ^ followed by other steps. I would 
appeal to all members in this House whose time is not wholly occupied 
by obstruction to give some attention to this most important matter— the 
child* welfare of the province. 

I would now pass on to two criticisms in regard to the pnjvisions in 
the Budget. In the first plwe, I notice that under the head “ In- 
dustries/' there is no provision made for the Calcutta Technical School. 
It will be remembered by the members of the House that land was 
purchased, building completed and wiuipped in the winter ot 1923-24 
It a cost of about Rs. 11 lakhs. The Governing Body, representing 
Government, municipality and employers’ interests, have, I understand 
refused to take •over this place till the Government have signified its 
iniimtioit subsidising the school for a definite perif>d. I understand 
that the Coloration is on the way if they have not already — 

Mr. 0. t. OUTTI May I rise to a point of |>ersonal explanation? 
This statement is not correct. It is not a fart that the Governing Body 
have refused to take over the institution. , > 

Mr. I. dAMiti I stand corrected. Sir. But it is obvious th^ 
it it not poisible for the Governing Body to take over the school till 
the money is available. I understand that the Corporation is on *tbe 
way to aanotioning a considerable amount and all that now remains for 
Government 1| 10 sanction a recurring grant foi^ finite period. 

The Bofttri of the Unemployment Committee recently isanodi con- 
tains the following statement:— 

AHsf a wrtMMling over many yasri prewing for tea astabUteiMt al a 

tttaliivta la OilettMa wa note teat tea OovaminfDt of Btegal Ims Iwllt a 
lateiiMaaliciatlor teateaeratioaltiaiBiDgof aiigiiH^^ H^arhooihaa 

baaa bi^irla awte a way teat it ia oapabla of axpanaion. In dnr (^pinion it it «»f ntaMat 
impartaaaa teal ^ Oovanteii Body ef teit ateeol tbonld ba ntppliad wHb tea 
OMMiaiylMwWiWfffantafiwnteaOovafiiiim •paMa 

teite te Of* tite aAteoi # an eariy tala, 
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; Tkm is m ftsed iFor * policy on tho port of Ckivsnunstti in 

fggord to tko estobliskment of a Board of Control of Tsohnift|4 Bdnoa* 
laoa» worksbops or trade schools for the mufassal, anS a TeJ^iolog]pal 
Insiitoto using tbe Caloiitta Technical School as the basis from which 
sQipansion can be made. We have been told-already that the question 
ol unemployment is very tcuie indeed. I am not one of those irlho 
regard technical education the sole panacea • for unemployment, 
there be any panacea'^at all. But 1 do be)iere that though a deihUe 
measure of support for an institution like the proposed Technical 
Institute will not solve the problem, it will help by giving a practical 
turn to educational policy in Bengal. 

The second criticism which I would like to offer is in connection with 
excise. To begin with, I may say frankly that I do not like the eioiM 
business at all, and 1 do not share the Hon*ble the Finance Member’s 
complacency in regard to the excise revenue in this Budget. He 
claims that the consumption of opinion has decreased by nearly 50 per 
cent. I acknowledge that; hut the nuinlier of shops in which opium and 
other drugs are sol<l has not similarly decreased. Thera are 79 drug 
shops in Calcutta and that nuinW has remained stationary for the last 
five years. The Indian (loveniiiient’s argument re<*ently at Geneva has 
been that opium is largely used for semi>medical pur|>oses owing to tbe 
8C4ircity ef doctors in the rural districts. A, surprisingly large propor- 
tion of the o])ium which is consumed in India is consumed in CalcuUf 
and its environs where that argument does not hold good. With regard 
to drink, 1 do not think that the pfisitioii is altogether satisfactory from 
the point of view of one who is interested in this matter from^ a soeial 
aspect. Licenses of various kinds grunted for the consumplioq of liquor 
and lari in Calcutta, Howrah and Bally have increased from 393 in 
1919-20 to 494 in 1923-24. This increase occurs in the case of foreign 
liquor only. There seems to l>e u nee<] for an inquiry into this with a 
view ^ reducing the (onsuniption of foreign li(}Uor by those com- 
munities which are not accu.stonied to take it. Moreover, we And that 
while the consumption of country liquor in the same areas declined 
in.five years from 1920 from a little under 3 lakhs to about 2 lakhs of 
gallons, a reduction of about 30 |)er cent., the number of shops was only, 
reduced by about 5 per cent. Moreover, there has recently been an 
extension of clllsfllii^g|p*s in various industrial areas. ^ 

There is one other point to which 1 would like to draqMltention in 
regard to excise. The Government in 1921 accepted a resolution of 
this Council for the application of the principk of looel option to 
nimnieipal areas as one of the|;,tte«Mrares for the reetriciion of conittinp- 
Mmi of intoxHmttng" liqnom toll ibigs. I do not know wlaitlier ang- 
thing has been done along tlutolihn «p to the present. Th#Ooracn» 
ineni polky on exeiee was laid down in an ittoU eumm u mi t/ nf ise ned 
in Aug^ 1921, the •nbstenoe of whidijp as fellowii--* ^ 
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It accepts the reality of the growing Indian s^timfot against the 
liquor and drug habit. It seets to minimise ieiiptation for those who 
do^not drink, au8 to discourage excess among thow who do. It aims 
at securing a minimum consumption. It is prepared to pay due regard 
S' to public opinion and to subordinate all considerations of revenue to 
the promotion of the moral well-being of tie community. It imposes 
as high a rate of duty^as possible without unduly encouraging illicit 
methods. At the same time the reasonable requirements of moderate 
consumers are not to be overlooked. 

No one but a rabid jjrohibitionist— and I am not one of those — ^would 
reasonably quarrel with that declared sentiment; but that there is a 
discrepancy between that statement and the recenUnote^ of the Com- 
missioner of Excise to the Licensing Hoard. The note is as follows: — 

It is thft intention of Government to provide reneonable fadlitiee to meet the require - 
menu of both liquor and druge. At the eaino time the errangemente should not he 
•uuh A« to put temptation in the way of those who would not ordinarily indulge in 
iotoxiconU. 

There is u very distinct discrepancy. In the first statement the 
emphasis is upon the subordination of all considerations of Revenue to 
the promotion of the moral well-being of the community; in the second 
statement it appears that the Commissioner’s job is to provide reason- 
able facilities to meet the ferfuirements of moderate consumer^. There 
jwems to he a discrepancy and this apparently or real diwTepancy — I do 
not claim to know which it is — is undoubtedly disconcerting to the 
minds of many who jire interested in this question. 1 do feel ‘‘that 
there is a growing public sentiment with regard to the excise policy 
and I believe that if it is not neglected too long, it and the Govern- 
ment’s declared intention as laid down in the communique of 1921 can 
be barmonised in a definite and concrete jmlicy which will serve the 
moral well-being of the people with the miniiiium disloi'ation of the 
provincial revenues. 

Having offered those two tentative criticisms — and I hope to jjave 
made, at any rate, some constructive criticisms — I only wish to say in 
conclusion that I trust that this Council will not repeat Uve mistakes of 
last year and that all sections of the House will endeavour in the fiew 
*^aimospbftr* in which we find ourselves to criticise the Budget con- 
structively* an^^ not destructively, and to try an(i^,$iaadMce something 
from the discussions which will redound to the of the House and 
at the samSHime be of great value to the people of the province. 

Ral HAmilDIIANATH OHAUDHUIIII Wkile we are obliged to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Donald for bis endeavor to present the Budget for 
id25-26 with a clear statementr— nldle m must tbaak bim foe ^ offer 
to aup]^ furtber infonnatioiis regfiibg Budget uaMm, we are aony 
we oan neitbeif congratulate btm for tbe Budget before ui nor our- 
•elvee upon tiie fiagnmal po^|^ and outlook of tluf ptmixiiB* 
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^ Kov wkat ^at <»m6 ^ be the finaaoial poaitioa ol Bengal altinr the 
fiiliMniiaF It baa Imn^i described in a buiabell hy Mr. Donald in tbe 
lldlo^ruig words ^ 

The first ys«r*s woildng. ».e.» 19Sl*i2 cndod in n dsfiat of Rt. I»70.&S,000, «nd but for 
Om rtadMom w hnss snjoyod during tho. pMt throe yonni and despite seonomfl^ 
folreiiehtnent and taxatHm we sh^ld have been in deficit every year in 1998-23 to the 
extent of nearly 40 lakhe, in 1923 24 Rs. 84| lakhs, in ^9 ourrent year Rs. 86| lakhs, 
and if we do not secure a further remission during the coming year, we should without 
incurring any new expenriiture at all be in a deficit to the extent of Rs. 30^ laklis. 

These words in the opening and the closing portions of his Budget 
s]>eech sum up with admirable brevity the financial history of the 
province during the last quinquennium —the lustrum of financial crisis 
ushered by the Kef orms -Reforms which it is urged Bengal should 
be most anxious to save and coiisert'p. If bankruptcy means fesponr 
sible Government certainly it is the most progressive realisation of 
responsible Government that cart ever be achieved. Bengal, the lead- 
ing province of India, which yields the largest proportion of revenue 
t.> tbe Central Goveniinent is rwluced -to the jmsition of the charity 
boy of Ae Government of India looking up with folded hands to 
Delhi for relief and succour. Such is the result of the Mestoii 
Settlement “the settlement against which our Government repeats 
every yqgr its half-hearted protests in vain and which we are sure 
it will continue to do till the Greek Kalends, at finy rate till 1929 
uheii pn>bably Bengal will l>e callcnl u{K>n to prove how best it has 
learSt to run nation-building departments without funds. 

Now coming to the figures ns given in ibe present financial state- 
ment relating to the past, present and the ensuing year— the first 
« thing that strikes even a casual obsc^rver is the nt*tual receipts for the 
year 1923-24. How different are they from tbe original. 1 mean^ the 
sanctioned estimates for 1923-24 — how remarkably i>oorer are they 
evfili the revised estimates for that year-showing on the whole 

os they do a miscalculation of receipts to the extent of about IS lakhs 
and under Heads VII Stam|>s and IX A Scheduled Taxes alone some- 
thing like 11| lakhs less than the revised estimates for that year. 
And if the total figure does not show anything more than defective 
realisation by 8*73 lakhs it is because receipts under Head V Land 
Revenue weriTnilli^J^ 7*52 lakhs. I venture, tberelore, to repeat 
the warning which I gave in my speech on the Budgalelor 1923-24 
that Stamps ol which the sale has been adversely ailbcted by increased 
taxation— will neither yield 330 lakhs in the present nor 340 lakhs 
in the coming year, and so far as the total revenue reoetpte (exclu- 
sive of JjimkB) ate cencemed, it will be difficult to rMtliee even the 
sanctioned setiniates for the current year, vtx.. Re* 10,29,15,000. 1 
vfntuie ako to temark that ths Budget astbaate ol rsoeipis lor 1925-26 
tuider Hoad IXA Schodulod Taxes will ^ordly ptovs to fib a eonect ons. 
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Tkm ii inotW ibaerraiioii vliiek b lomd tm m^ngirdittf the 
npoeipi iide of ^ Budget % the Hon^bla tie Finaaoe MMuher'i 
rei^arke about tlfb excite revenue. Recently, Sir, ^mr alter year our 
(Government ie making much of the hxed-lee system. Its introduc-. 
tion may have yielded better revenue but is it likely to achieve any 
great result in checking and ultimately jftohibiting drink? It may 
have made drink a little too costly a thing for the poor but ii is 
equally open to Lord Chesterfield’s famous indictment in the House 
^ Lords, rir., would not such a tax be wicked and scandalous, 
Realise ii would imply an indulgence to all those who would pay the 
tux?” Mr. Donald has quoted certain figures to show that the nesult 
of the excise policy of the Government has been to restrict the facili- 
ties for supply and to re^luce the consumption of excisable commodities. 
1 submit, it is not. It is uieithcr the object of the Government 
’T^olicy even to gradually prohibit the use of drink and opium nor 
their system can effectively reduce or is, as a matter of fact, securing 
4ess consumption. The Hoii’ble the Finance Member has quoted 
ceriain figures. Let me quote <’ertain others, none the less striking, 
to show how ineffei'tual their policy is and how, to causes qther than 
the ^overni^ent policy and system the recent progress in temperance 
was due. 'fake the consumption of cx)untry spirit which yields more 
than 54 pef cent, of the total demand. It was, as the Hon’ble the 
MemWr says, 822,971 gallons in 1918-14 but 755,285 gallons ?n 1919-20 
and came down to 59ii,356 gallons in 1922-28. Will the Hon’ble the 
Memlwr Ik’ pleuse<l to explain how was it that while in the seven */ear8 
between 1918-14 to 1919-20 there was a fall in consumption to the 
extent of about 67^ thousand gallons only, there was the remarkable 
decrease of ulamt 162 thousand gallons in the three year* hetwt^n 
1919-20 and 1922-2'‘t, How is it that in spite of the potent Govern- 
ment policy and effective fixed-fee system ** the total consumption of 
country spirit in the Presidency ” is again on the increase • and 
’’amounted to 621,183 gallons" in 1923-24 ’’as compared Ivith 
593,356 gallons in the preceding year (i.c., 1922-23) showing an increase 
of 2T,827 gallons " in one single year? Is it not remarked with tl 
note of evident Government satisfaction in the very report from which 
the Hon’ble the Member has quoted : ” Gn the whole consumption 
has incrsaaefl ifiNHng to better supervision and to t he ab sence of the 
ndn-co-opeiniiMi movement" (Excise Report foafCl!SJ!S)? So far as 
regards cu ii9i y liquoit- Do the figures showing consumption of other 
excisable eommodities snpport the Government view? ilgain, 1 submit, 
no. Take the oiMitumpiion of foreign liquors. In 1923-24, 811,096 
gaHons of ale and fermented liqnora and 693,915 gallons of spirtts 
and iiqnoru were cleared from the custom bonies aa againet 7^,297 
gattons aie, beer, etc., and 653,380 gallons of spirita and liqnora^ 
** The total qtantity ol fwijb conssifned in the preatdenoy aaimuiiad 
to 1,665 maunds 19 leeri ” in 6,923-24 as compared with 1,588 mamida 
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seen in^l&29-28, /howinfr so incTease of 76 namids ud 88 seen ”. 
Mli iwt only eoMOmption b«t even cuftivetion of this preoious orap 
tncreaaed, the wrea ranctioiied in ld2a-24 being 2,900 llSghas. iSimil||v 

the o^menmption of bhang and charas^ the moat injnriona of the hemp 
drugs, also in^erea#id. If the consumpticm of opium during the year 
was 997 mounds 37 seers i% 1923*24 as compared with 1,006 maunds 
16 seers in the previous year-well it was net due to any want of 
encouragement, for consumption increased in 19 out of 27 districts 
and decrease in consumption in none of the 8 remaining districts did 
exceed 10 per cent. Moreover, nine new shops were opened in 
differtiit districts, probably to restrict sale and co-operate a'ith ** reason- 
able temperance movement.’’ A Government which is not willing to 
prohibit and thus give up the small revenue from charm in spite of 
an expected better receipts of 5 lakhs under excise cannot <oi4aihl^ 
pretend to be sympathetic towards the cause of temperance. 

Coming to the expenditure aide two things attract our notice at 
the outset — ^first the large increase of about 85 lakhs under non-voted"^ 
items which means* if it means anything at all, how a large portion 
[)f the Bmlget has been placed beyond the vote of the Council, gnt} 
lecondly how even in the present circumstances the hiiapcial aUtta* 
tion is being exploited more to the detriment of the nafion-bmlding 
]epartme%jts than the reserved ones. Compare the progn»ss*ol expendi- 
ture during the last four yt?ars since when the provincial Budget was 
iwlanced by triple taxation. Even in this short race it is^ transferred 
lepaftments which have lagged behind. Thotif^i the actuals of expen- 
liture are not shown under separate heads- Reserved and Trans- 
ferred — ^yet in their absence we ran get a clue to it if we simply 
compare the rsvisisd Cttimaies of expenditure for the year 1922-2^1 with ^ 
the Budget estimate for 1925-26: — 


BcMrf «4 Satijeetii. 

• ^ Rs. 

Badge! Bstlmatss for 
^ 1926-26 .. 7 . 46 , 14,000 

Revised KsUrostee for 

1922-25 . . 6,S6,t3.000 


1 . 00 . 11,000 


Trsntfrrrrd 

R«. 

Bodge! Kstimstes for 

1 » S 6 - S 6 .. s . ss . 9 e.ooo 

Revised Rsiimstee for 
im SI . . 1,40,67.000 


41,01.000 


Phis shows thaT^SrVRbiiji the last four years expenditure on the reierved 
lide has increased by 109 lakhs, the expenditure on thaiiiiAmnslerred 
ide has received an addition of only 42*82 lakhs in four years or in 
»ther words the progreM of expenditure on the transfeired side is at 
he rate of 10*70 lakhs only per annum as compared with 27*30 lakhs 
wr annum on the r si c r ve d side and this, again, on iha suppoeitioii 
hat all the provisuHis far increased expenditure which hate been 
ir op oee d on the transferred etde are not mm eyewaih but will be 
iet4^1y utilised and the inevitaUe pleamf ** no achenies ^ will not — 



u movsstmopfmwfbam. [inato. 

M X am Afnud<-«rfteu Yet ih» Hcm’ble tha Fiiuui^ Mamber will 
aisure tbe Ooimcil that the OoTenunent it **|tje]idij^ to tbe needs 
of the iransferrad depertments/’ Eren^ to-day, with the much adverw 
Used ** proposed new expenditure'’ tbe estimats& of expenditure on 
tbe trimiferred side represent 3d '3 of tbe total expenditure (exclusive 
of ]oan transactions) as against 35 per ceutl^of Sir John Kerr's Budget. 
And tbe Government si^ys ** we have not been backward in attending 
U) tbe wants of tbe transferred departments.” 

Attending to tbe wants of tbe transferred departments indeed! 
Therefore, tbe direct grants to non-Govemment primary schools on the 
reserved side have increased from 1*33 lakhs in 1921-^ to 4*19 lakhs 
in the revised estimates for 1924-25, while tbe direct grants to non- 
Govemment primary schools on tbe transferred side remained, so far 
as the revised estimates for 1924-25 show, where they were in 1921-22, 
VIZ., stationary at 17 and odd lakhs — therefore, it is, Sir, that tbe total 
estimates for tbe coming year on the reserved side of education is 
' going to be increased by 9 per cent, on the revised estimate for 1924-25, 
whilst the total Budget estimate for- education on tbe transferred side, 
t.c., for education of the whole province as it were, including tbe 
grants to tbe Universities, is going to be increased by 6*75 per cant, 
only on the revised figure for the current year. They are attending 
to the needs of the transferred departments. Therefore, thf proposed 
gran^ to tbe hoapitals and dispensaries in 1925-26 must be the same 
as it was ib^ 1921-22 and less than the actuals for 1922*23 and there- 
fofe, the proposed grant for medical purjKMws for 1925-26 is leai*than 
Uie ot’tual expenditure for 1922-23 and same as the Budget estimate 
for the current year~~therefore, it is, Sir, that the current year’s esti- 
mate for grant for public health purjK)sea can safely be cut down by 
2 lakhs and less money can be btidgotted for expenses in connection 
with epidemic diseases. Malaria and Eala-azar may continue to spread 
havoc but the revised estimate for the current year for anU-ma)arial 
and anti-kala-azar measures can, they think, safely be redbcej by 
half so far as the Budget for the coming year is concerned ; and the 
anti-malarial projects like tbe Nowisuntbi schemes — the boasts of Sir 
Surendra Nath Bauerjea—must be kept in abeyance and no fum*can 
be contribuUMi to^^rds their further proeecution. So much ** atten- 
tien ” pray, a little less, may well bo tbe cry ofij^asA^icted millions 
of Bengal. * 

But alHTnUon has been bestowed and really bestowed according to 
the best traditions of the bureaucratic Government on tbe alleged needs 
of the reserved and the favoured departments. Administration must 
be carried down to the ground, therefore circle officers are to be 
appointed involving a recurring expenditure of Bs. 83,000. Tbe steel 
fnune must be strengthened and kept in good temper and therefore 
lakhs and lakhe--;tbe Finance Department's medeii caleulatioii is 
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the 1/ee Gommuaioih. Police mnet hive 2 or 3 lakhs more just to 
mi^ rale by Ordinance possible. Did the RetrenchAient CommittM 
reconunmid a net re&uctiim of 34| lakhs upon tbe Police Budget for 
i922-2dP Well, thone recommendations are to be boiioure<l by InHlfceU 
ting for fhe next year the^ame expenditure as was actually incurred 
in 1922-23. In kis enthusiasm to Mpport the*new taxation propoMds 
In 1922-23 Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea asked the members uf the 
Council to pass the taxation Bills and thus to help the raising of a 
loan for financing anti-malarial operations. Hardly could the veteran 
Knight imagine then that a loan will be started but not for any anti- 
malarial scheme — not for saving the people ** from the dreadful and 
ippalling mortality ** but for fiolice buildings — for tbe advancement of 
law and order. 

So far as regards the matters and provisions in the Budget. But 
t)efore I conclude I should like to deal with the form in wdiich a 
[particular and important portion of the Budget is presenteil -[ mean 
he Irrigation Budget. This portion, no doubt, bears an improved 
ippearanoe tins time but what we want is not simply improved 
ipjiearance — but more information— nnire matters, greater details. 
Even tbe ** maintenance and repair charges which were mentioned 
vorka by-works in the la^t Budget inider Il4»vcnue Head XlII do not 
ippear this time. I for one, Sir, cannot really uiidb|tgaiid wb^* this 
Irrigation Budget cannot be presented in a more ^inteHigiM© Vay. 
Pherl are two revenue heads relating to this department — ^Revenue 
Pleads XIII and XIV why cannot the receipts from the diffenuit works 
ind projects coming under these hemU lie shown separately espw’i ally 
those (under Head XIII) n^aksed from commercial pmjects ami sen'ici^P 
liVhy cannot the extension and improvement, maintenance and repair 
harges be shown separately for separate works? Why cannot the 
^tablishment charges he given in detail in tbe civil Budget estimates 
ind th# principle on whic-h they are divided pro rata lie clearly slaleil 
n any portion of the Budget.^ The Retrenchment (’ommittee was of 
ipinion that ** the establishment charges of this department are unduly 
ligh and require investigation.'* How are the members of the Council 
o examine, far Jess acrutiaise, them unless they are given in details? 
[f you are loading the financial statement, why i|oi 

}lac6 before the CouVHl a separate financial statement B>]ating to tl|e 
[rrigation Department as an appendix to the general fitlMrtal state- 
nent. So long as more details are not given and more informations 
ronchsafed — no member can reasonably be expected to vote™~-and vote 
nt^igently and conscientiously — on the Irrigation Budget. 

Mr. 0, RAY OHAIIMIURIS I have listened with greah interest 
o the eloquent speech delivered by Sir Provash CKunder Mitter, the 
eader of the libe^ party, yesterday. I|ie attack on the Oovem|iieni 
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over the thrice told i^e of ike Meetoii Award, eir.^ ourammal eoBtnlm 
tion of R«. 03 lakka to Impenal Revenue need eiot be taken aerionaly, 
Ii| fact, the Finance Member reminded ue the othejr day in kia financial 
statement that every possible step was taken by his departm^t to secure 
a permanent remission of this contribution. Sir, I have no inteniicm d 
defending the Secretary of State or the (Avemmeni of Indit in theii 
{)ersiHtent refusal to revise the Meston Award so far as Bengal is concern- 
ed, but I believe their refusal is not altogethi# unjustified, for here in 
this province of Golden Bengal ** agricultnral resources have been tax^ 
ed to their utmost capacity but the major portion of this taxation-— 
thanks to the Cornwallis land settlement^ — went to the pockets of those 
who have no legal obligation to spend a pie for the improvement of the 
resources on which they depend for their lordly style of living. I shall 
give some statistics taken from the Cess Iteport of 1890-1900 before the 
partition — the colle<^tioii of zamindai's from raiyats according to official 
figures amounts 16^ crores of rupees and revenue paid by the immin* 
dars anujpunt a^lpToximately to 4 crores of ni{)ees; in other words the Gov- 
ernraeni,,kacl to^ pay to the land (‘ontracUirs, I mean no disrespect to the 
plutocjraajif’of biit* la^ndlords, the sum of 12J crores of rupees to collect 
4 crores — a very fine business, indeed, established by John Company 
who knew more about indigo, tea and Manchester goods than the values 
of land. 

< 

'yie promotart of the pennanent settlement agreed to pay 10 per cent, 
of/the exat'tions from the raiyaU to the contractors and the Government 
to ket 90 per cent. At this rate the contractors or the samindars were 
to have received only 40 lakhs, 10 per cent, of 4 crores and not J2J 
ciNires of rupees which has gone to their pockets now. To my mind I/ord 
Meston, the veteran ex-Finance Member, "the author of what is known 
ns the Meston Award had the idea that Bengal under the Reform scheme 
and public-aptxiied liegislators would make a serious effort to modify 
the permanenf settlement without resorting to confiscation and reafljust 
the proportion of taxation of our agricultural resources. * 

Sir, the pockets of the Bengal peasantry have been emptied at the 
rate of nearly lU million sterling per year or about £1,000 million ster- 
ling, t,500 orores of rupees in the course of the last 100 years or so, and 
yet to our shatilf we cannot find funds to c^mibat m alaria, provide drink- 
ing water or primary tHlucation for the masses. 

Out of nearly 47 millions, the population of Bengal, about 12 millioiis 
actually work in the field and maintain their dependants of 24 
in addition to about 13 lakhs of rmit receivers — known as samindars, 
(alukdars or pattidars who employ about 132,000 gomostas and inii- 
hurira-vUm piuk that fleeces the ra^ts right and left. 

The uneidiied average income of Uieee tk irfc ee n lakks of mm- 
produoing parasited— I mean^o disrespect to Ike aamindam, I aa on^ 
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iHlpiiiirir the atr^iss^wjoxkg out approximately a\ Be. 1,000 per head 
peraanw. 

1 am fond ^f eiatistics and shall have no di^oulty to preps 
eendnsiTely what the average income of a Beniral raiyat is. According 
to Government returns the area of arable land in Bengal is about 2 orores 
44 lakhs of acres cultivated liy about 1 crore and 14 lakhs actual cuUi- 
Tatme. This gives an average holding of about 2 acres, vii., 6 bighas 
per raiyat and the yie!^ of 6 bighas is about 00 maunds of paddy 
(average of Bengal) the principal crop. Taking Rs. 2*8 as the average 
selling price the gross value per capita production is Rs. 76 per annum 
without taking into consideration risks front flo<gls, drought, and other 
physiographic^l conditions which play havoc on the peasants, lad ns 
assume as optimists, that tbes<« risks are partially covered by sundry in- 
comes from secondary crops. The gross income of Us. 75 pi*r head is 
reduced to Rs. 60 after paying for hare cost of cultivation, including 
interest on loans and rent which I take to l>e Rs. 2 pfr bigha or Rs. 12 
I>er holding of 2 acres. Out of this precious income of Tt«. 50 a raiyat 
has to maintain his family, purchase imp<trted Itml 4Jlus pay 

the indireet tax of import duty^ buy salt and pay salt rfhty, pby Cass and 
alfipahi, bear costs of litigation and pay stamp duty, consume drugs or 
country liquor and pay excise duty. It is all the time pay, pay, pay, 
without Q^y semblance of prote< tion which all payments m'nrnini. Ho 
works from morning to evening in poverty, bt|nger and dirt to earn the 
magnificent sum of Rs. 60 a year, whereas liis maater and lord who 
neitHbr spins nor weaves enjoys an unearned income of Rs. yfr., 

twenty fimes without doing a single stroke of work. 

What is the solution? I am not an idealist to suggest a single 
method, riz.^rharka ns the solution or organisation of the much-talked 
about village committees or the provisions for dharmaf/olns and the rest 
of it. To my humble mind this talk of village reform eo fretjiietiily 
indvJged by patriots to cat<‘h votes is^all moonshine. 

To combat the evils of landlordism no sane Government would dream 
of confiacatioii excepting in Soviet Russia. The Irish nation bad the same 
problems to face in liijeland — where the menace to peasantry was absen- 
tee landlordism — the insecurity of land tenure and paucity of capital 
in the hands of peasants and the same problems confront Bengal raiyats 
to-day and boV^!tW<j|Lpy solvesl it in Ireland? They W^ught pressure 
until an Irish liand Act or l>and Purchase Act had to be ua^sefl to en- 
able peasants to purchase the landlords’ interest in the holdings by small 
and gradual instalments. We have to devise a plan of this kind with 
modifications suitable to the conditions of this country and to the various 
landlaws enacted from the time of the permanent settlement. 

In view of the fact that the produce of our peasants, jute/seeds or 
paddy ean under the present condition only reach consumers after pa;^l ng 
m mmy middleiiifii’s profits, I attach i^vch greater importanoe than a 
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Lftod I’tircbaM Act to the o^gamisaticm of e co««pefiiliTe dietiihntion 
society. It is easily done by amending the pre^t Co-operative Credit 
•S^ieties Act an^ making provisions for distribntiop, vu,, sale of crops, 
wholesale or otherwise direct to consumers, viz.^ mills exporters in case 
of jute, rice and seeds and wholesale merchants in case of food-stuffs 
and other crops for inland trade purposes. 

Had an organisatioif even in a loose form existed in past the loot and 
plunder by which jute growers, were subjected to during the War and 
after to the extent of hundreds of crores of rupees that went to the pocket 
of dealers, balers, exporters and shareholders of jute mills would pro- 
bably have Wn part ly»a warded. 

These distriljution societies are working excellently well in Germany 
and Ireland, Belgium and Italy. They are known as Kartels in Ger- 
many. They are widespread and jiowerful — they are merely combina- 
tions of growers who produee individually hut each places all its sales 
in the hands of a central committee which sells at a common price. 

The attempts of some of our Nationalists to revive the old pan- 
chayet are reactionary. To try to teach the pauperised peasantry self- 
help hef(»re they learn self-assertion is useless. The village cannot be 
reformed iMM’ause its economic basis is rotten to the core. Examine 
and you will find that exploitation is the cause of the chronic poverty of 
the peawudry. No patch work will do. ITow can you save tlie peasant 
from pestilence by sinking a well or starting a di8j)ensary when he 
dies of an epidemic disease due to undermined vitality? How you 
teach the peasant co-oiH*rtttion when the villagt's are infested wrilh 
tnoney-leiiders and traders with their thousand and one cunning schemes 
<jf exploitation which they carry on with the help of officials and land- 
lords? The peasants .so long they are submerged in debts, cannot 
possibly gel fair prices for their produce. 

Excessive refits and taxes imposed alike by the Government and by the 
landlord force him into the clutches of the usurer and land speofilalfir-* 
the only release is found iu the slums of the industrial cities, ft is 
necessary to go deep into the root-cause if we are all sincerely fight- 
ing W the welfare of the peasantry which (constitute more than 80*per 
cent, of our nation. The peasants are jK)or l>ecause a large part of 
what they pttidore is taken away from them as rents, indirect taxes, 
interests antWontribution. Their poverty canawf^Seettred unless we 
remove tbak.systom which sanctions exploitation of all kinds. 

These stn>ng talks will not go down with the Nationalists who bav^ 
their own fancy schemes of village Heforms. I have given mine — 
nothing original about them, viz., liand Purchase Act, and oo-opera- 
tive distribution of produce — the first to re-estatdisb p^sant fwoprieior- 
abip an'd tliedast to secure maximum returns for peasants' tabour. 

All Hieae are but mere indicmtioiis which point to the future pro- 
puM of India’s ntasses, India’s duipb mt]lions« who, in the hsl 
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iafaiace, are n«l onV the backbone of tbe country but constitule alao 
ite%ery brawn and fibra. 

ftabll BORODA ^ROSAD DCYl As these days are set apart ^r 
mirntiscript eloquence without any tangible result, I think I must have 
my share of it. But beforwl do so, I should like to say a few words 
by way of reply to the onslaught that my frien4. Mr. K, (^ Hay Chau- 
dhuri has thought fit to burl upon the devoted heads of the seinindars. 
My friend should remember that the present class of xemindars are not 
the persons, with very rare exceptions, with whom Ijord Cornwallis of 
revered memory entered into this agreement of a permanent settlement 
in order to save the situation of the Britistadministralion. The present 
class of semiiftlars are mostly ordinary capitalists, who invested their 
savings in the land by paying the proper price f<ir the same. So, what- 
ever may be said either rightly or w^rongly against the permanent 
settlement does not apply to the present class of Kemindars. 

Now I begin with my manuscript ehM|uence. In rising to make a 
few observations upon the Budget estimates and the general adminis- 
tration of,the province, the first thought that is Inmnd to occur in the 
minds of at least the non-official mem hers is about the most regret- 
table impotence even of this Ifeformed (\mncil. This has In^en proved 
to demonstration in the first instance by the fact of certification of 
almost alt the refiistul grants in the current year’s Budget with the 
only plausible justification of the interests of ailiiiinisiration, and then 
by Ike arbitrary spiriting away of two of its memliers without any 
attempt at justification, and thus making the Couticil a maimed One, 
and, lastly, in the unauthorised passing of the Bengal Ordinance Bill 
into law in the teeth of the overwhelming op{s>sition by this Council. 
All these are bound to have a despairing effect on the fM*ople’s mind, 
and to turn even an ardent co-opc»rator into a non -co-operator. So 
much, however, has been said and written alxmt these matters with- 
out^au^ appreciable impression ujaui the ^wwers that he, that it is 
purely waste of breath to refer to them here at any length, and so I 
leave the subjec’t with my strongest protest against them alL^ The 
next thought that rises in the minds of the members is about the 
policy of the Government behind this harfi uninteresting array of 
figures. The effect here also is disapimintment and despair, unredeemed 
by any hope oPfBe'Yature. There appear to be the same exasperating 
neglect for the interests of the children of the soil, and ibe same un- 
justifiable solicitude for the interests of the people other than the 
children of the soil, aa we have learnt to associate with'^ Governinent 
policy. , Then there is the same appearance of deficit in the Budget, 
although, the revenue from excise, the glory of the British adminisim- 
tioB, has still been put at a higher figure in the present Biid^c. 

Leaving the Land Beveaue alone, Excise and Htanip are the two 
^laaiii smutses of Bengal’s ravenif ; and tJfey are also the sources of the 
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peopVt degr»dation Vod dettitation. It ii mttta tikdble tluii it 
shaald be $o, when it ie remembered tbat Besgtl bae the monopoly of 
export, asS Bengal's share of Income-tax ]r||oeipts is not incon- 
siderable. It is, to say the least, an irony of late that with thiese re- 
sources at her back Bengal has to stand as a beggar before the adaman- 
tine gate of the India Government. Thi/. brings^ up the question of 
that iniquitous Heston Settlement, which ought to be unsettled by the 
combined efforts of Bengal's Govemrfent and her people, if need be, 
through non-co-operation with the Goremment of India. But Bengal's 
Government, though conscious of tha great injustice of the settlement, 
cannot make a strong commop cause with her people against the parent 
Government in which they feel very much interested, so the injustice 
is continued. It requires no argument to prove that the Budget esti- 
mate of an administration is a sure index of the condition of the people 
living under the same. Judged by this test the condition of the 
people of Bengal is not only not satisfactory, but positively ruinous. 
And still attempts have always been made to add to the cc»st of the ad- 
ministration at or near the top, and no serious endeavour has ever been 
made to make any reduction in the proper quarters. The resul* has been 
that while the jieople are not only groaning under a heavy burden of 
taxation, but are suffering from want of a<lequate funds to improve 
their condition, the higher services are not only having easy times, but 
are fattening with abundance of funds. 

In the concluding sentence of the Budget speech the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member has taken credit to himself and his Govemmef.t as 
having d(»ne their best with the resources at their dis|M)Hal. 1 wish the 
|)eople could suhwTilH' to this statement, and acknowledge the same 
conscientiously. Although it is a matter of some rejoicing that some 
heads in the transferred side of the Government have fared better in 
the present Budg«»t under the so-called irresponsible aus])ices of 11 is 
Excellency the Governor, yet looking to the whole Budget, one can- 
not Imt he struck with the stepmotherly treatment mete*l out (between 
the reserved and the transferred sides, although the Hon’hle ^the 
Finance Meml>er has tried t<» show the contrary. I nee<l hardly say 
that the provisions pmposeil to he made under the heads of Public 
Health, ol Education — Imth secondar>' and primary— -of Medical in 
regard to mtifassal dispensaries, of village water-supply, and of 
measures to d^mbat Kala-axar and Malaria, in a moteiiberal spirit than 
in the ctfMiit year, though not actually in figures in all cases, are 
certainly encouraging, and may lead the Council to bless the absence 
of Ministers at the time of the pre}iaratiun of the Budget. But it is 
undenii^ble that when one compares the extensive need under each one 
of these heads with the proposed allotment, a feeling of disappointment 
verging* Upan despair comes upon him. Indeed, the proposed annual 
grant oll^. 600 to a tbana dispensary and of Rs. 260 tea village die- 
pwwrjr vhM St Miiv*] okwgM for mil 
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would come od to Rs. 2,000 and Its. 1,000, resf^otively, and without 
any help for Ae cSpjtal expenditure, '^ould mean no encouragement, 
for few local bodies would l)e able to take advantage erf the grant with- 
out the help of the local rich, of whom there are very few. The glCnt 
should be half of both capital and recurring ex[>enditure, and should 
include homeojmthic and indigenous disiamsaries. Further, the head- 
(piarters of a thana for the location of the djsjHMisarv should not al- 
ways be insisted upon. There should also In* provision in the Ibnlget 
for subsidising medical practitioners in the iiiufus.snl. (Considering the 
extensive spread of Kala-axar and Malaria in almost all the districts, 
the provision in connection with them should Ih* much larger to la* of 
any appreciable l)enefit. The que.stion of profX'r drainage in munici[>al 
towns has alfeady assumed a si‘riou8 as|MM't, and although tin* projmsal 
to supplement the cost of the llhatparu Sewerage Scheme is indeed 
encouraging, steps should lie taken at once to contribute one-third cost 
of all drainage projects within municipa] towns estimated at Hs. 5,(K)0 
an<l over. This wHII Ik* an imjKirtant move. 

The provisions under Agriculture and Industry, the two m<»st im- 
|K»rtnnt plough most backward departments, are ri<licuIous, and prove 
the irn*sfK)nsihIe <‘haracter of the (Joveriimeiit . Much mon* motiey 
should Ik* allotted t(» these heads. ('losely allied is the subject of ('o- 
oj)erative (Vedit Society, and it is a matter of very great regret that 
this Department, which is really the handmaid of tin* [MMtple's material 
progress, has always received very <old treat nieiit at the hands of tin* 
(lo\%rnment. Its officers, who for unknown reasons are coiisiilered to 
lie on the temiKirary list, leceive no encouragement by way of grath'd 
or time-scale salary. In fa<t it is said that the InsjM*clors in this 
Department, who are mostly as qualified as the olfic<*rs of the subor- 
dinate executive service, have rer-eived no irnremeiit of jiay for (he 
last 15 years, and have remained content with the magnificent jmy of 
Us. 105, and its auditors have got no uddithm to their remuneiation. 
alflioillrh audit fees at an iinreased rate are lieing realized from (he 
('o-operative (Vedit Societies of by no means afRuent (drcumstaiHes. 
The Registrar of the (\i-o|H*ra(ive Sra ieties has in vain rf*present4Ml the 
hifrd lot of (he offieers of his dejiartment, and gone to ftie length of 
forecasting a strike among his offii’ers. A sum of Us. .'iK,(KKl has Ikmui 
provideil in tl^£jires«*iit Hiulgel for additional staff. One fails to s<*<* 
the wisdom ofincreasing (he ntinilier of disconteiit«*fh offi<ers in the 
de|»artraent, instead of making the existing offieers contented and there- 
fore more efficient in the disc harge of their duties. 

Bibil BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: I rise to a fKiint of order. Are 
tbe noD^fficial members to speak in the absence of the Members of the 
treamiry bench? These speeches are made for tbe Finane# Member 
and his Secretary, but neither of them is here. We are talking to 
empty benches . 
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lift PRESIDE NT :*Mr< Bose, I cannot command the^attendance of 
any member, but I can assure you that in anothei* place people often 
make speeches to^nly two members of the House. 

Bibu BORODA PROSAD DEY: Under the head Civil Works, it 
is, indeed, pleasing to note that the poor condition of the Grand Trunk 
road between Howrah and Paltaghat has rec*eived the attention of the 
Goveniment, and a fairly large allotment has been provided for its im- 
provement. The owners of motor cars and lorries will certainly feel 
grateful, but there is another side to this matter which should also 
receive the kind attention of the Government. The enormous clouds 
of dust raised continually by the motor cars and lorries not only make 
the lot of pedestrians unenviable, but also do positive injury t,o the 
public health by dejmsiting layers of dust upon all articles of food 
stfK'ked in the roadside shops, not to speak of costly furniture in road 
side houses. The Government choose ip refer to the municipalities 
concerned for the redress of this heavy grievance, knowing full well 
that the reH{)urces of the.se h»cal bodies are hopelessly inadequate for 
ihe purpose. 

Coming to (he administmtion of ju.stice we find provision tias been 
made for two additional Judges of the High Court. Time was when 
there were only 12 Judges h)r the High Court including Bihar and 
Orissa, and one Judge generally used to sit for the Original Si(V* of the 
High f’ourt We now find that without Bihar and Orissa the number 
is going toi ho increa.sed by Ml pei rent., and four Judges generally sit 
f(»r the Original Side. In congratulating the profession of law one*lu»s 
to condole with the litigant public. The increase in the husim‘ss of (he 
Original Side raises the imj>ortan( and long debarred (juesti«>n f)f estab- 
lishing a City ('ourt for the town of Calcutta. Under the Administration 
of Justice the question <»f thi* establishment of union couiis and benches 
should engage more attention and shotild he given a fair trial by seb^t- 
jug really worthy [>ersons for the si»me. ^ 

The ([uestion of imlice expenditure is a perennial source of public 
complaint, and it is high time that a properly constituted committee df 
this Council should thrash (bis (piestion thoroughly with a view to 
niAking the Police Department a n*ally popular (me as it should be. 
'riie increased grant umley the P(»lice Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment and the Jlistrict Intelligence Brnm'h is as mmL ^ibjectionable 
ns the reduced grant for travelling allowances, which is false economy. 
The allied subject of the jail is even more unpopular. Ihe treatment 
of political prisoners in almost all the jails has been severely commented 
uivm on the plntfonu and in the press without any change for the better, 
and the practice has always been to select convenient jail visitors. The 
less said about the sorry condition of (rrdinarj* prisoners the beOer, for 
they are not treated as human beings. A ihojtmgh overhauling of the 
* jail system has become an impfrative necessity in the^ interests of the 

♦ c 
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administration q4 justice. The bi^r loan.pi-oposarfor police buildinffs 
should not be accepted4>y the Council. Such a hwn should rather be 
raised with a view ty finance some of the nation-presen injf project#, 
as was suggested last year by the revered leader of the Swai-ajya jiarty* 
J beg to close my remarks by objecting to the inclusion t»f a sum of 
Its. 83,000 for the appointmfct of circle officers f»»r the furtherance of 
the policy of the development of Village SelMlovei nment. In my 
humble opinion the said policy will be much better «leveh»jHul by the 
(fovemment grant of that sum to the existing I nion Hoards than by 
the appointment of circle officers of doubtful utility. It is km>wn that 
n committee is sitting to cmisider the whole (pieslion of Indian services, 
so this money should not be spent before the decision of that <’ommit(ee- 

Babu KHACENORA NATH GANGULY: The Hon hh the I inume 
Member has submitted this year an interesting Budget. It is interest- 
ng in more w’ays than oiu*, for it enuiu'iates or attempts to (UlttPciate 
.orne sort of policy behind the Budget for the year B)‘jr)-*Jt; and the 
lon'ble the Member states that the iK)li< y and proposals in the transbuTed 
lepartmentj are those of His Kxcellemy the (fovermtr himself. Such 
I Inioming announ(‘ement may very well flabberga.s! a supeificial oKserver, 
>ut a closer examinathin of the details of the Budget and the alhs'ations 
o the different dapartments will easily c'onvince any unbiavsed person 
hut the tiflie for congratulation is not \et, 1 he ott-ri*pea(eii doleful 
ry of the Hoirble the Meinhei for tin* remission of our provincial con- 
ributi^n of Gd lakhs shews that all is not uell with the heterogenous 
inter ials wherewith the frainewoik of (he present Budget has been 
I'epared. The Ilorrble tlie Member frankly admits that if we do not 
p<’ure the remission of our [irovincial c cintribution it Mill noi Im* {Missible 
» make provision for several items <d expenditure m Ihc h have other- 
ise been provided feu* — in other words ours M ill b<* a defic it Budget of 
^s. dd lakhs. From the iiuiugiiration of the Keforins mo have always 
een ew^j^king with a deficit Budget, and I honestly lM*lieve that an 
ilministmtiotn carried on the sume spirit and on the same linea ran 
ever show a flourishing Budget. The gcaid old < ry of change of heart 
a tl\e part of the bureauc'raev Is as much u dream as I'ver The tinker- 
ig process of a patch w’ork here and (here f*an never satisfy a fK»opIe 
ho are just being lashcul to (Militical c onscioiisneae by a series of oppres- 
ve measures affcT^wless laws. ^ 

Let me now examine a few of the details of the Budget. At (he 
Jtset I must nay that however much the Iloirble the Finance Member 
y to express his solicitude in paying attention to the wants of the 
ansferred departments and by whatever jugglery of figures which 
ive been •mercilessly ^pos€*cl by Hai Harendranath rhaudhiiri, the 
ovemment may claim credit for allotting a proportionately ^larger 
nount than on the reserve^d side, the fact that the great problems of 
If province, viz.y eradiation malai^a^and kalanuear pestilence, 
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scarcity of good and sufficient drinking water, presefvation of cattle 
and spread of pymary education amongst the pe^le, these are problenjs 
tV^ich have not been attempted to be solved. t 

I'lider the head “ E.\cise/’ the Hou’ble the Member has stated with 
some degree of complacency that he expects an increase of 17 lakhs 
over the current revenue. Instead of gloating over this antiicipate<l 
increase, I reganl it m the light of a misfortune in as much as the 
bureauenwy has succeeded in larger exploitation of the vice of drink 
and drugs. The figures are no doubt capable (»f explanation as the 
Meml>er in charge has said, but the outstanding fa<*t remains that a 
sympathetic (Government would have put its foot down against the 
vice in such a poverty-stricken land as ours. 

The expendittire on the reservexl side shows a steady increase and 
the General Administration Budget is 6J lakhs in excess of that of 
the current year. A ciirwuy glance of the details of expenditure under 
this hewl will at once show how wtHwlen the machinery of administra- 
tion is. In last year's Budget discusHiim there was strong criticism 
against the inclusion of RUiM‘rfluous and sh(wv items such as Band 
Establishment of II is Excellemy the (iovenif>r and some Af the tour 
expensi's but instead of any curtailment in resjamse to popular opinion 
thew* expemu's are incurr<*<l as merrily as ever. 

The P(dice Bmlget must in the usual <‘ourse show aif increaseil 
exjienditure and the ex<’esH is lakhs. The responsibility for the 
inereaw is attempted t(> Ik* fastene<l on the rejKui of the T/(‘e (’(^rnmis- 
sion by which larg<'r salary has Weii re<*otnmende<l for su])erior officers. 
'I’he brunt of Ihe increased <ost, howevef, in due t(* tin* cntei taitnuen* 
of a tem|M>rar> staff t4> cherk the activities of the revolutionary part\. 
'I’he people in gtuuual know what reliance is to Is* placed on the latter 
statement. In this conn<Mtif»n 1 may say that there is a pr()|KHal 
for tiu* constnntion of nine p<dice Imilding'* at a (ost of Its. l(»,TlMtlO 
of which lakhs is pn»jM»sfHl to Ix^ taken jis loan fn)in the Goverriinent 
of India during the next year. Sir, I cannot too strongly deprecate 
this s<'heme. There are luimlrtMls of works of urgent and genuine 
public utility whhdi have Ixhmi held up for want of funds or insuffi- 
cient ftiiida but this hcMtsing of ]x>liremen must in the eyes of the 
burenuemey take pnM*edenr<* of all other works. 

The IlonT)le the Finance Memlx’r does not seem Vo be altogidher 
devoid of a seiisi* of humour, lie has met the ccmstructive profKisal 
of Deshbandhu B. Das, who^ s^iggestetl the taking of a loan of 
f) crores of rujjees for the amelioration of the condition of the people 
of the province, by allotting the princely sum of IJ lakhs under the 
head of “ Public Health This is, itulHul, sympathy with a vengeance. 

The Hoti’ble the Meml>er's statement is full of anxiety to convince 
the meniliers of Council aUiui the Government’s readiness to help the 
transferred departments. Hut as onlv lakhs have been provided for 
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afgistiiig local ^ies as against the provisiou of S lakhs last year, the 
Member in charge ej^lains it by saying “ this is entirely due to 
the fact that local municipalities have no sthemes in i^adiness towanls 
which they desire (Joveniment assistance.** Sir, I certainly do take 
very strong exception to the above statement. Ilepresentitig as I do 
tlie municipal areas of lloarah and l>eing myself n Municipal Com- 
missioner of Howrali I am in a position to ( hall^nge the uUive n*iuarki. 
My municipality did ask from the Govenmient for a loon of lU. l,r>0,()00 
for a new engine for their lu*a<l waterwork> at Seramptue. The 
pro|K»siil for this loan was includ<Hl in the liudget estimate of 
loans of 1924-25 in iKNordance with the re<iiiest of the inuiucipulity. 
dated 12th Octolier, 1924. As, however, the inuiiiri]>a)ity did not 
!**ceiv€) the lodn although budgetted for by the Government they wrote 
t(» the Goveniment through the Divisifuia) ('ommissioner as far l>at‘k 
as 2drd July last for the sanl loan, but the Divisional CominiKsionei 
for absolutely unfounded reasons came to the concluHion tliat the 
Howrah Municipality did not urgently i-ei|uire the said loan either 
during the curnMit year or next year and re<*ommentled to the Govern- 
ment accordingly. ( >n re<‘eij»t of a copy of Divisional ('omnitrtsioner’s 
letter the C'hairman of the Howrah Municipality again wrote to the 
(iovernment in the numth ot NovemlnM, 1924, through the District 
Magistrate, refuting the aig'unient.H of the ( 'ointnissionei as Inung buseil 
on miscoffieption and further |M>inting out that the Goveniment were 
conimitt^Ml to the contribution of a loan of lU. 5,(X),(HK) for the Waier- 
woi k# I rnprctvemeiit Scheme so far bark lis thf* ymir IfHl ami that the 
municipality hml received up to date only Us. 5} lakhs. The purchaN* 
of the new engine is an item imdutled in the said scheme and as such 
the rnunicipalit\ were entilletl to stHur*e the advance of the balance 
of Us. IJ lakhs. After this comriiunicution the Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of Uengal inforine<l the miinieipality in January last that 
iKi [>rx>viHion coiihl Ik* rmwie in the loans liudget for 1925-25, us it hft<l 
ali*^dwl>een prepared by (iovernment. Sir, you can now' well under- 
stand the degree of solicitude of the (iovernment and how it Udii’a 
the wonls of the Hon’ble the Meinlwr when he says that the (iovern- 
are fully anxious to do what they can to meet the waiiU of the 
transferreil departments. Well, Sir, the engine at the biNKi water- 
works is an urgent and an absolute necessity, so much so that the water- 
supply in the*^ wKble town of Ilowi'ah may W stoppcxl il the only obi 
engine at present working for distribution purfKnies goes out of order. 

I really hope that the (Jovemment will still see their way to include 
this item in the loans Budget. 

Another matter which as a resident of Howrah, I can uot but draw 
the attention of the Government is the wretched conditiofa of the 
Grand Trunk road. This is one of the principal throughfares of Howrah 
and is entirely maintained by the Go>femment with the help of 
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coiitributioDH from* our municipality. Curiously, however, eithti 
through want of proper supervision or for w^t of proper and suth- 
exjwuditift'e of money for the same, the r^airs are so slovenly 
done that hu^e ruts and deep gullies are formed within a month of the * 
repairs of the said road. Sir, this shows how the large amount of 
money earmarked for the Public Works D^artment is judiciously spent 
and how the highly paid otficers of that department discharge the 
duties they are entrusted with. This reminds me of an incident in 
which when the civil (ourt buildings w*ere badly leaking after a heav\ 
shower, one of the flubordinate judgt^s told the Public Works Depart- 
ment Inspector in my prt'sence that their department might very* well 
Ik* called Public Waste Department. This, no doubt, ofIende<l the 
sensibilities ot the officer concerned, but to my mind*ther'e is every 
justification for the said remark. 

Sir, we suffer umler no delusion that our opinion carries any weight 
with the (lovcnimcnt nor is their any hallucination on our part that 
our (lisiussions of the Budget arc in any way likely to mlvancc the 
cause of Swaraj, which is our destines! goal. The Kefomis have 
bn>ught in (heir train additional taxation and additional# misery on 
the suffering millions of the land and the cry of innocence from lK*hind 
the prison bars testify to the splendid work done during the last 
four yeai’s of the Kefonns. The hollow mockery of the discussion is 
jmiufully evident when we consider that the crying d«‘mands for 
odcHpiate <‘xj>enditure> for anti-malarial works, for icmoval of drinking 
water scarcity, for pmper expansion of primary education agrir^ulture 
and industries aiv still as insistent as ever ami arc not likely to be 
altended to by an unsympathetic bureaucrax y. 

Dft MOHINI MOHAN DAS simke in Bengali. A translation of 
the spcMM’h is given Wlow: — 

The Council meets again after a year. We have asseinhlrd ^gain 
•to divseuss the Budget for the next year. We have got to waste a ^ew* 
days’ time and some money over disx'ussions on the Budget, not a single 
wt)rd of which will In* listent*d to, and on which no resolution will be 
accepted. Before the discussion xommenceN, I thank Mr. Bholanath 
(JuV), the Finance MemWr, For, the cleverness show'ii by him in his 
Budget sjieex'h is really something new. To put in pTain language, his 
s|»eech is only magic — an effort to show what does not really exist. 
course, we have seen many such things, but what is there in this 
Budget? What are we to discuss? It is not worthy of disi'ussion. 
The same old cry, there is no money, no money, no money. With 
regard to the sums of money providexl this year*’for the nation>building 
works, U the annual contribution of Its. fJibOO.OOO has got in be paid 
to the India Government, then, proliahly, all these works will become 
impoaaible to carry out; but 'the steel ^ra me and the police will remain 
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quite intact. •According to Mr. Bholaaath {sic) the main cause of the 
deficit is the increase^of expenditure on account of tl^» Ijcv ('ommission 
and the increase o( the |K)lu‘e expenses, ()tticer^ t>n excessively htgh 
^alarie8 have been appointed from 'before in this imh»i ^•oulltry for the 
j*urpoHe of administration^and there have always Imhui agitation ami 
protest against it. But in spite of all that, provi>inn has U»en made to 
s]>end in defiance of public opinion, lakhs tif “money Udcuiging to tl>e 
p(»or jjeople in order to increase the pay of the Indian (’ivil Service and 
to offer them facilities to take trips to EnglaiuL Wl»ni great «langei 
had arisen necessitating this increase of expenditure)" Had it become 
really impossible t<i find men in this country at the old rate of pa> Y 
To come to tiie imlice. This year three lakhs nioie ha\e been pi-oviiled 
for “ secret money” for the police, as also one lakh it» place of 
Its. 75,00(1, that is, twenty-five thousand rtipees more than last vein's 
allotment. We do not know for what work this '‘secret money” is 
spent. lVrha]>s this money is spent against the workers f(»r tin* country, 
or the greed for this money rcd>s the p<M>r pf*ople of the country of their 
( harac ter and morals. We «lo not know anything alamt tliis mattei : 
what m^lre shall we discuss about a subjeit. which is beyond our 
knowledge?' We believe that future meTnl)ers will, perhaps, come to 
a dav when the whole of the rev»‘nue of I(t crores of this province will 
be spen#on tin* Police Depai tment alone. One may come to think like 
that when oin* secs tin* gradually increasing estimates for this depart- 
ineij^t. No jirogress is possible for want of motley, f<»r the edmuliem, 
sanitation and agnciiltuie of the coiinlrv ; but one is surprised at tin* 
waste of moiiev in this department : 

( /) Feu’ty thousand rupees have 1 mh*ii allotted this year for the 
coustructiou of barracks at Jalpaiguri for family cjuarterH 
for thirty married British (^mstables. 

Ninety tbousaud rupee’s for the tronsfi’r of the Sukhea Strec’t 
Thaiia to the former Alms lIoiHe. 

CJ) One lakh of rupees for the ccuist ruction of the pcdice buildings 
ut Torasanko. 

(Vt Ninety-three thousand ru|>ees for the re< oiintnic tion of the Park 
Stj;^t Tliana, 

One lakh and fifty thousand tuikh’s for the amalgamation of 
IV>w bazar Street and Hare Street Thanns. 

(ft) Fifty thouMand rupees to ac<juire land fc»r the Sbampuke»‘ 
Tirana. 

(D fhie lakh and*y5 thouKand rui>ee» for the couHtruction of build- 
ing for the Much I para Thana. 

iS) Seventy-one thousand rupee* to acquire land for the Burtollah 
Thana. 
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What right Goveriiment ha*pe to spend public mone^ in this way ? 
Ninety-fite per of the population of thi# country live in the 

vltiages; why should they be cheated by having their money spent in 
this way in the towns? If a hatidful of men of this country have 
become discontented, Government shall have to make peace with them, 
the root-catfte of their unrest will have to be removed. Without 
remedying the diseases,' w'hy should public money l)e spent in this way 
mi the plea of estaldishing jieace in the towns? The people living in 
the villages have no need of all ihest* things, why should they give 
money out of theii’ pockets for this purpose even to the jwint of being 
robbed of their all? ft is owing to the activity of this Police Depart- 
ment when the Ordinance was promulgated that the members for Noa- 
khiili and Bankurn are prisoners to-day. Hankura and Noakhali have 
to-day no lepresentatives in this House, but stiB the jH‘opIe of Noa- 
khali and Baiikura shall have to Isuii the expenses of this Police Defiart- 
ment. In Decenilsu’ last, under the Ordinance, the jKilice seandied at 
their pleasure more than two hundred houses all over Bengal, but 
found nothing; thedr efiiciency may lx* judged from this. Has any- 
Inxly been punished for this failure of theirs? It is said lliat every 
thing W'as concealed aw’ay on receipt of previous information. It was 
possible to conceal away things which could endangcT the |H‘ace and 
progr<*ss of the country, and yet we have got to lw*ar the* ex,»H*nseH of 
the indic'e. What irony of fate? The feeding of national conscious- 
ness is absent from this vast Pcdice Department ; that is why indica- 
tions of their failure are to Ik* mc*t with at every step. GovernVnent 
are always in the habit of saying that they are the only guardians of 
the “ dumb ma.sses Only five and half ihm- cent, of the niemlH'rs of 
the c’ommunity to w'hich I belong, the vast Nanmsudra c-ommuinty arc* 
literate but the small sum of money which, for once only, two years 
ago was sjH'cially provided for this depressed community, has not Ihhmi 
found for the last tw’o years. Do Govern mc*nt Indieve that their res- 
jKiusibility ends with s|>ending monc\\ only on luxury in educ'diion in 
the towns? What do the muss<*s gain from this university in the 
town? There are very few jK*ople among them who can afford to 
give tbeir Imys the so-c'ulled culueation in the towns spending thirty or 
forty rupee# every month or more for that purpose. They want edu- 
(Hitionnl urruiigemeiits in the villages and recjuire jt^nipulsory frt‘e 
primary education, which, I am afraid, is impossible in (be present 
circumsUuices. I^ist year (he whole of Madaripur and Gopulganj. (he 
constituencies which I represent, were overfiooded and (be people 
ruined. The st4irving. housele.ss people fought with death, but Gov- 
ernment did either jierhaps, consider it uniiet^essar)’ to render them any 
kind of^help or think that any such expenses ^ would be a*waste of 
money. I^aat year the fltmd was due, no doubt, to an abnormal riee of 
water, but the canal route between Madaripur and Harirampur is 
res}xmsible for the aiiiiiial loss of env^ in that bwality. A dam has 
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been construct^ a^QPR the south-easter^ bank to increase the flow of 
water in that part an<!^ even the few cu) verts in the dam are almost 
always kept closed J)y means of woo<len planks^ in ^conmHjuence jaf 
which all the crops on the north-west side of the canal are destroywl, 
» and as the result of exc'essive rise of w,^ter or breaches in the dam, 
^iniden rise of water takes {flaces on the south-east si<le. The standing 
(Tops being unable to kt^ep alK)ve the level of the rising wi^er* all the 
crops of the lands on the south-eiist side are destroyed. It is not u caiu^ 
of accident; year after year this HcmmI has Imhmi o<‘curnng regularly and 
the helpless cultivators curse their own lot. Those whose mainstay 
is agric ultui'e are being ruined i‘verv year in this way : how can they 
arrange for the eihHation and the iniproveiiieiil oi llie h«*alth of their 
( hildreny How can tliey improve their own condition ^ ttwing to the 
((dle(‘tion of tolls frotn this ( anal route and t(» the fm ilities afforded 
for the passage of the stminiiMs <d foreign merchants. thi» }H«ople of 
the locality run every year into danger. The canal has been dug with 
I lie money of (he raiyats, for tlndr own evploitation. s(» that they mav 
lemaiii without foml, without hou.se and without education, having lost 
iIm‘ 11 all, ♦thousands of ni|>ees are siwnt every year for this canal. 
.\nd it is in this way that the masses are digging their own graves. 
We warn (loveriiinent from beforehand that a class of starving and 
houseless^H'ople is ai>iH*aring in ifeiigul as (he result of this oppression 
and harrassinent; we are unable to realise what will |>e (he (’onditinn 
of the country if th(*v are once |H*rturl)ed. As regaids tlie uiK'easing 
cry #f want of money which we hrnir. we can have huge wealth if a 
single measure is adopted. Jute is grown ordy in Jfengal in the whole 
woild and all the trades of (he world will stop if no jute is to Ik* had. 
Why is a thing, which is nett grown elsewhere and which (he world 
cannot disjK*iise with. s(dd by iimunds and not by simts^ If (he 
Ih’iigalis had control o>ei this jute, we might have gained crores of 
iU|K‘e 8 only from jute and it would lia%e Is'eii js>ssible to remo\e all 
our*wa^t¥i. Hut that is inijsissiblc befoie (he attainment of Swaraj. 

X 

Dr* BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, 1 am not daunted by the 
fact that there in no quorum in the C ouncil at preseni, but im; long 
as the Finanw Member is hen* 1 shall U* quite satisfied if I can 
deliver my s^jeetdi within his hearing. 1 only hojs* and trust that 
he will not be (foxing off as 1 saw him doing while anotlb(*r gentleman 
was speaking a little while ago. Before 1 go on to the subject-matter 
of the Budget may 1 make a iiersonal apjieal to the U oii’ble the Finance 
Member? If he is not by any chance fate translated U> a higher 
gadfU next year, I bop(.» that before he makes his Budget speech, he 
will kindly circulate hik Budget speef'.h so that we may be aUe fallow 
hie apeec*h with more interest than we have been able to in the fiast two 
yean. I am told that there was no quorum yesterday towards the 
fag end of the day. Why is that rndhiben of the (Wncal do not 
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take any interest or rather v^ry little interest i^ the Budget debate. 
One reason ma^ be, or probably is, that this present constitution oI 
theirs has not been wholly modelled on the constitution of the Imperial 
Parliament ; and if I am wrong you, Sir, would be able to correct me. * 
Before the Budget comes to the House of Parliament the members, 
have an opportunity of meeting the Government in the Committee of 
Ways and Means and* the Committee of Supplies so that throughout 
the meetings of the committees the members are kept in touch with 
the policy underlying the Budget and, therefore, when the Budget 
comes before the Ifou.se in its final form the members can take a 
lively inU^rest in the discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may iK)int out that the Budge! presented by 
the Chancellor of the Exchecjiier comes ns an absolute suq^rise to ever}' 
member of the House. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; Bui Wf ore the Budg(‘t is actually 
discusst^d by the members 1 am told that it goes to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 may tell you that the (’baiH^ellor takes 
nobody into bis confidence before be prewmts his Budget to Parliament. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; I stand corrected, Sir.' At any 
rate I was thinking that there is a Committee under our constitu- 
tion- I mean the (^munittec^ of Public Accounts; and l)efon^ giving 
to us the details (jf the poliev underlying the Budget of the future 
year, the Member in charge were to meet the meml>er> of the Com- 
mitt^ a great deal of interest may be shown by the other members 
when the Budget diwuission takes pluee. 

I now eome to my next point, ^'he Budget as presented is in 
sueh a fonn that an ordinary individual gt'ts verj* much }>u7.Hed : 
for instance, I find on page 65 under the head “ General Establish- 
ment,” “Contract (Vntingencies, Postage and Telegraphic Charges^’ 
the a<^tualN in were Tls. 1,3. ‘177, but under the bend “Other 

Charges *’ hiiTe Wen debitwl Its. 2,3,656. This year the Budgi^t 
estimate comes to Tls. 8,09,000 and nothing under the head“ Other 
Charges.” S<^ it is very* diOicult for any memWr to ilrd out how the 
total under the heail remains the same ami how the transposition has 
taken place fnmi one heml to the other and naturally people begin 
to get corifuse<l. After all, it is a puwle which the memWrs of Council 
are, I suppose, not expecto<l to unravel. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Member baa said 'that there is fa policy 
behind ihe Budget. My friend, Bubu Bejoy Krishna Bose, is more 
lucky than I am, as he says that he rublaHl his eyes and found that 
there are three policies behidd the budget : 1 did not rub my eyes and, 
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tlierefore, I dM noj see any policy behind the BudR*et which has been 
preaented to us exce^it one of hujsvz fane^ one of ^Irift. I listcmetl 
carefully to the sp^eh delivered by Mr. IKuiald In^fore the ('ouncil |ind 
I have read also as carefully as I could the printed speet h that was 
circulated and it left me with the impression that the author is a stone 
image without imagiuatioif which may inspire awe in liis devotws, but 
to the uninitiated like ourselves, this .s|>eech luis left ladiind a sense of 
despondency because our (imls are totally unmindful of granting relief 
to the suffering niillion.s. Like an advocate pleading for a bad cause, 
he has quoted figures to show that the transferreil subjects have not 
l>een neglected. He has shown that in spite of the fai t that then* have 
lieen no Ministers to guide the Government and to make demands on 
the public purse for tlieir respective departments, the (fovernment on 
the reserved side have not been unmindful of the claims of the trans- 
ferred subjects, and out of tlie i>ro|H»s«Ml new e\|KMidituri* id Hs bHJ 
lakhs, be has allocated Its. lakhs for the transferred subjects uud 

Its. 20 lakhs for the reserved, leaMiig aside the allocation id Its. 
lakhs for tlie police buildings, and if wc exclude ('ivil Works, Hie 
figures ajre 7 lakhs for tin' leserved side and lil lakhs for the trans* 
ferred departments. Should we not he grateful to the iMUiign Govern- 
luent and applaud both the projMi.^als and the |M)licy behind themy 
l)oe.s it not prove that the reserved side of Goveriiuient are (|uite c»l^ 
able and anxious ti» pi'ovnlc for the transfern'd side^ hrt/t*, what is 
the use of having Ministers at all, for the so-called traiisfened diquirt- 
meiHs, when the work can he done, perhaps, more satisfactorily hv the 
present quartette y 

The argument of Mr. Donald is obviously this the total c'XcesH of 
expenditure over income on rt*veniie ac<*onnt is alaive 8’d lakhs. If the 
contribution of (sf lakhs is remitted, even then we shall have to draw 
to the extent (d 2<) lakhs from the htilunces of the jircvioiis years. 

4^ir, I raised the (picstion last year and I raise the (jiiestion again 
now and 1 shall do so us long as it is my privilege to sisuik on the 
Budget, that those balances which have accrued from the inifKisition 
of* new taxes— and the present Finance Meinls r uud his pitnlwessors 
are promise IkiuiuI in this matter— should be devoted to a imriiculat 
purpose. The great financier, the late Mr. Goklmle, on<e said liefore 
the Imperial l^^gislative (’ouncil that it is very unwise fbr any Govern- 
ment to leave any balance because the tendency is to put the balance 
always into capital expenditure. It is always liest when the country 
is infested with malaria and other preventible diseases that the balntiees 
should be invested as soon as possible in raising a loan for the puriKise 
of giving relief to tHfe millions. The undertaking referred to aliove. 
must have worked unconsciously in the mind of the Hon ble Mr. DonaW 
because out of the extra provision that has to W made 26 lakhs has Ui 
be taken horn the balances, aii|| he ma>^ very well argue that as this 
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26 lakhH Ih tnoani for the trapaferred subjects, the premise has been 
kept. These arjyu meats are very spacious, but suppose the provincial 
c^tributioas are not remitted then in order to meet this sum of 63 
lakhs new operations have to be stopped and the balances have to be 
drawn up(jn in order to meet the deficit of 33 lakhs on revenue account. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Meml)er says thtli if the contribution is not 
remitted the proceeds from the new taxation will l)e swallowed up in 
meetirif^ the norniul wants of the administration, leaving nothing for 
progress or development, etc. Therefore, we see clearly that unless 
something is done immediately, ho long as he holds the balances, his 
(;ase for the revision of the Mesion Ward, even if the deficits on the 
revenue account is shown to the (lovernment of India, may not have 
the same force on them as it would have if the balances w'ere invested 
in a loan us was suggested to (l(»vernment last year. The Government 
of India w<»ubl then Im* told that in response to previous undertaking 
having been given, Jhe raising 4»f loan w^as urgently necessary. We 
know the Government constituted as it is, uninfluenced and uninfluen- 
cable by the for(‘4‘ <d public opinion, cannot embark on any scheme or 
policy wdii(‘h i.s not time-honoured, and the result is we find that Mr. 
Das* scheme that Im* put forward before the Council last year has lieeii 
mutilate<l beyond re<*ogniti4>n. 1 had the honour and privilege of 
working out that s< lu'ine to some extent. Mr. Donald thinks that he has 
to a certain extent satisfied the people of liengal by taking advantage 
of that scheme when he says that Government are not slow to consider 
proposals put liefore them by the members of the Gouncil. 1 am anally 
sad to think that .Mi. Donald cannot or will not recognise the funda- 
mental principles underlying Mr. Das’ projaisal. 1 do not complain 
that a provision of Rs. only has been made for this proposal 

this >ear. No si heme l aii be carried into effect in one year and, there- 
fore, the exjMMiditure must be spread over a large number of years. 
Rut what 1 do complain is that Mr. Donald has taken the shadow and 
left tin* substance of the w heme In'liind. 1 will read out for the pur- 
|M)se 4»f letting the members know the main proposals underlying thUt 
scheme : — 

Thrtt a osrinia lam of monoy should lx* funded and earmarked for •peoifio purpoaes, 
and that didooMif nmotinUi are to bo allotted for the different head* and they should be 
administered ns a Trust Fund. Tliey should be given over to a Boar^ of Trust IJte the 
Calcutta I mprovcknont Truat. and secondly, part poss u with this allocation of funds 
looal authorities should be constituted which will be charged with the responsibtlity of 
administering the revenues allocated to them by the Central Board of Trustees who 
ehall exercise a general supervision over the local units. 

There is a vogt difference between this scheme aiti what Mr. Donald has 
proposed, apart from the question of the amount that has been allocated. 
In the first place, with regard to Budget allotments the chief differenite 
in the ouUmik between the bureaucra^ and ourselves has always been 
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ibis — that theri ia a^fundamental disparity in the ]>ointa of view hetwaan 
their method of alloeafting funds and ours. No one ean arf^ue Ukat any 
(lovarnment can be yun without fuiHls, nor is it st'riousTy suggested tjmt 
from the Government jKiint of view, the present Government or tha 
Government of the past have arilfully st|uandered nioney, hut surely, if 
we are to consider the hudtet at all, we must l>e prepaml to tell the 
Government your methods »lo not appeal tee us.” AVith the lH»»t of 
intentions in the world you cannot ehan^e your ptdicy ; you are iiccustom- 
ed to w'ork in a particuhii ^nM»ve and you ('aiinot ffet out of it. There- 
fore, with rejraiMl to the nation-saving departments I j»ur|K>sely uw* 
the word ” n at icm -saving,' ” and not ” nution-lmildin^ ” Ihh'uum' we 
are going to be extinct unless some steps are taken immediately and 
l)ecau}?e it is a question of life ami death to us the suggestion of Mr. 
Das was that the expenditure should 1 h» under the <'ontrol of a Hoard and 
the •money should l>e earmarked for a particular jmrpose. 'I'lie Hoard 
must be held responsible for evolving schemes <)f public utility and 
their actions will be subject to the ordinary Trust law 

My next point is that the provision of Us. has made 

for the purjKise of subsidies to the district Iniards. Anyone who has a 
running knowledge of a district IsMird knows that each district lamnl 
has a jurisdi(‘tion of d,(HH) S4|uari> miles on an average and it cannot 
jKissihly Aontrol nor can it be held resp<»nsible f<»r the safiitutiim of the 
district. The e.«sence of the proposal put forward was (hat the entire 
chat^e of sanitation .shoubl la* spei ificully lai<l U|H)n a partn iilar Ixmrd 
like the Health Hi>ai‘d in KiiglaiHl ami to one lM»anl alom* u ho in turn 
will superviM* the work done by lo<al authorities lesponsible t<» them, 
'riiew local authorities again must la* developed not as agents of 
(fovernment hut they should be grante«l power of hM-al manageineni 
and thus a real form of l<a*ul self-government w*ould ^IcNclop. Instead 
of that it is pro|K»se<l to grant Us. l,l^?ri,(HMt to the jlistrij t la)arfls with- 
out ai|^' central Iward to control their (wtivities in matters of mtniili- 
tion and without the creation of ha al authorities. 

(Here the raemb<»r reached the liine-limit and was given two mitiuiea 
more to finish his spwh.] 

liUstly, no such scheme is jaissihle unless there is a gn»wing living 
interest in th*e people whom sm h wheme will affia t. Usay. therefore, 
that it is not only necessary to provide the money hut at the same time 
to provide for the creation of such local authorities. 

Sir, Sir Hugh Stephenson said last year and w> d<H*s Mr. Dontild this 
year that there was jio scheme for s{>eiiding nioney on. When the 
Calcutta* I ropro%’eraent Trust was creatctl was there any scheme ready!' 

The last question that I would like to touch upon is the question 
that i« iu Biy own province ai|! that is* the question of provision for 
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epidemic di/»ea«cfl. It is saici that there is no schMne that the 
local bodies have not a8ke<l for more money? Now, Sir, I 
say where are *V<^**^ local iKwlies? The creatiop of local bodies 
in essential before you can |fet the proper return for the 
money ffiven to them. The next point is that Mr. IXinald says 
that the anti-malaria Kocieties will take up^'the work affainst Malaria 
and, therefore, they have reduced the contribution from Its. 1 lakh to 
lls. 5(),(K)0. On the (juestion 1 would just read out what the Itockefeller 
Foundation Board has said: — 

health in onaontislly a fuoctioD of th» Government. No private or temporary 
aftonry, wlmtevor itH roMourcea, would or should dierhnrge reaponait ilitics which by their 
nuhiro holong to tho conatitutofl authorifiea of the country. Private enterprise, 
therefore, may Ix^ l>eet employed in awakening public opinion and thereby encouraging 
State and country oflUrial*! to eefablish permanent Sgenci b for public health work. 
Heipon^ibility for the control and core of any disoaao ran never be aaeumed by 
V duntary agency. 

I do not iindf'rstand why it i.x .said b\ Mr Donald that tliis work should 
U* dorn* by a voluntary agency. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T Imt ii> a 'ei\ ffixxl Bli>p)>iiip Dr. lluv. 

Dr. BIOHSN CHANDRA ROY: Ono more sontence. Sir.' I find 
that tlic last item under opiilcmic disease is for anti-chol(»ra measurt^s 
for winch a provision of Hs. Ul.fHlO was made last >ear and has Iren 
oinittinl tins yeai. Is it also iHH-an.'^e there has )s‘en no schenn* for 
iinti-('liolera work. Nearly iStl.tltM) |N*o|>le du‘ fi(».n cholera ever\' year 
in Bengiil. and I do not know whether Mr. IKmald would insist that 
the clnderu |s»tients l>ofore dyiuj^ shouhl send np an anti-cholera scheme 
for the consideration of (lovernment. I j^ive the same warninj^ us 
I did last year. If the (fovernmcnl wants to be |K>pular, let them 
develop the local authorities, decentralise their jKiwers and jfive u\) tftis 
method otffanised opposition to the wishes of the |MH>ple. People 
whom (bxl luiN put under your care will ble.ss you. If you do Ttot 
Ordinances slid Seon't Police ainnot save yi*a and us from a certain ruin^ 

KImui Bahadur B. MAHBOOB ALEY: I deeply sympathise with 
the Hon’ble the Finance Member for not being in a po«iti''n to present 
us with a nior# favourable Budget than what be has done. He has 
jwinted out with emphasis the difltrulties of our province, if the annual 
contribution to the Central Government of rupees C3 lakhs is not remit- 
ted during the next year. 

In order that nmiission may cfinie and 4he finance of the 
province may be placed on a permanently satisfactory footing, it is 
necessary, not only that the members of this Council, but also the 
Oovemment of our province should stn>ngly urge upon the Government 
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of India and the,^ecretary of State the urgent nec^anity that exists for 
a revision of what is Anown as the Meston Award. 

• 

^ Everyone in this province feels» lhat in the making of that Awaivf 
*ju.‘itice was not done to Bengal. While the Central Oo%'ernment draws 
very’ considerable income from Bengal in the way of Income-tax. 
Customs-revenue, Export-duties, etc., the province derives no lienefit 
from those important and expanding sources of revenue but is forced to 
depend for its existence on certain small and inealistic sources of in- 
come. 

The Meston Award ignored the needs of this province. Bengal is 
a deltaic country liable to heavy floods in the rains and is habitually 
unhealthy for a large part of the yeai . There is a stniin on the public 
revenues to repair the ravagevs i aused by flinids or drought and to cope 
with the situation created h> widesjiread disease in the sha|M» of 
Malaria, Kula-azar, Cholera and otlier preventible ailments. 

We ha ve also a large iwipulation of agrii'ulturalists, mostly 
Muliniiimadan. who form the hai klume of the people, but who are so 
miserably jiHor and who are so much in the hands of moncy-lcmlers, 
that it is th(* boumliMi duty of Cio\ernment to s|M‘nd money to improve 
their comlit'on b\ as-sisting them in the matter of iNlucation and 
agrieulturai improvements, and bv the establishment of (\)-openitive 
SiH-ieties helping to organise them for their own benefit and progress. 
Hut for want of lundH, no sclo me, however iieeesHiiry, may be framed 
Ml worked. 

The Mussalmans form the predominant portion in the population of 
Bengal. But it niiwt be admitted witli regret that they do not occupy in 
thi'' province that position of importance whi<*h is their due by reason 
<»f their population and their historical antecedents. To enable the 
Mussulmans to wTUpy the position which is their due, it is ne<*cssury 
that tflert^should W special measures for the education of the Mussulman 
I'oinmunity. It is an admitted fait that Mussalniaris are hackw’ard in 
education, and the condition of their I'omnninity is to n great extent 
due tt) that backwardness. It is the duty of the (Government to take 
special measures for the improvement of education of the Mussalman 
<ommunity. But urgent and just demands in that direction are always 
met with a reply that no funds are available. * 

I would, therefore, strongly urge on the Government the necessity 
of concentrating their energies on having the Meston Award set aside 
and to urge upon the Kw'refarv of State and the Government of India 
the necessity of making an immediate investigation of the sources of 
revenue of each province, of the income derived by the Central Gtfvern- 
nient from the several provinces, of their respective needs and of the 
making of an equitable adjustment between tbe Central Government 
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and our province on* the baais of equity, so that whilq^ other provinces 
are in possession of funds enabling them to taj^e up works of develop- 
ment, we in Blnj^al are being kept back and all progress with us is at 
a standstill. 

I am glad to notice that a sum of rupees 3 lakhs is being asked for, 
in the Budget for continuing the buildibg of the Islamic ('ollege in 
Calcutta. It is a iiio^e in the right directHhi tTud the work has l)een 
taken in hand none too soon. 

It is necessaiy^ that a representative Committee of Muhammadans 
should be appointed at on early date to consider the lines upon which 
the ('ollege should be conducted and the studies which should l)e includ- 
ed in its curriculum. 

I am also glad to notice that a sum ai rupees 2 lakhs has been set 
apart for the Calcutta University. I, however, invite the attention 
of (lovernment to the desirability of urging upon the Thiiveraity 
authorities (d making i)n»per provision fc»r the teaching of Arabic, 
Persian and other Islamic subjects at the University and earmark an 
ade()uute amount for this purjMise. 

It is a matter of regn*t that a suHicient numls‘r of Mussalman 
students do not avail of me<lical and engineering studies. The result 
is that there are very few Mussalman medi(‘al men or engineers. It is 
a matter that re<|uires the serious attention of this Council and the 
(lovernment. 1 atimit that Mussnlman students are probiibly pot so 
keen as regards medi<>al and engineerii»g studies. But it should Ik» the 
<luty of the (lovernment to overcome that disinclination ami by suffi- 
cient inducement in the way of special scludarshijis to make Mussalman 
students take more readily and in larger numWrs to those important 
branches of professional studi**s. 

A Memorandum has Iwn circulateii to the members of this Council 
alxuit a loan of Hs. H.bO.tMKI from the (lovernment of India for wrtain 
police buildings in (^alcutta. The projaisal is an eminently reasonable 
one and will lead to e<*onoiiiy. It will 1 h» a boon to future generations 
in as much as they will have valuable property in the shape of the 
|Milice buildings, instead of having to pay probably an increase over the 
high rents (hat are now lieing paid and that will haw* to be paid for 
houses hired for the |H>Iice. 

I trust the sc'henie for giving the |>olice, buildings of its own will 
he given effec't to at an early date. 

While S|>eaking of the Department of Police, I cannot but repeat 
the complaint that 1 made last year that the Government has as yet 
done little to introduce a larger element of Muhammadans in the higher 
md<»s of the Police Service. It is e service for which Muasalmaiu an 
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aui^bie. given a ehancep MnsaalniauH have »hown 

thal they deaerve the hi^eat praise in^he perfonnanee of their duties 
as mponsible police ofecers. 

I strongly urge upon the Government the necessity of filling 
vacancies that will henceforth occur in the higher and subordinate 
grades by appointing a larger pro|>ortion of suitable Mussalman 
candidates Iwth in the Bengal Police and in* the ('alcutta Police, I 
regret, that up to the present no Mussalman has l>een apimiiited as an 
Assistant Commissicpier or as a Deputy (.bininissioner in the ('alcutta 
l*olice. 

As regards the proiwrtion of Muhaniinadans in the Govc'rnment 
services gencfrally, 1 have noticed that whenever a (juestion is put in 
this Council as to the api>ointnieiit of Muhammadans, that cpiestion 
is uiet with a stereotyped reply that there is a rule that the pro|Mirtion 
of Muhammadans in the public oftices should 1 m' 'X\ per cent, and 
attempts are being made to arrive at that proportion. But what do we 
find in practice? I have heard complaints that in spite of pious rules 
and legujations, when it comes to making an apiMiintment. the appoint- 
ment does not g(» to a Mussalman though the percentage of MussaJmans 
in the office concerned may lu* a long way hehind the dd per c'cnt. 

Havifcg regard to the very large number of Muhammadan graduates 
and under-graduates that are now aMiilahle, it can hardly Im* said that 
the^e are no cjualified Muhammadans to fill up the subordinate iHUits. 

What I w(»iild particularly urge upon the Government is to strictly 
enforce its onlers and see that the proportions of the different com- 
munities are duly balance.!, so that there may not W any mcasum for 
grievance on the i)art of any particular community. 

lu my remarks I have urged the claims of the Muhammadans com- 
mffui%*. I desire to empha.sise that I do not want to see that the 
claims of anv other community are disregarded. I want that there 
should be hariiionious development of the various commuinties that 
iwide in this province. For that purpose, it is luH^esHary that com- 
munities like the one 1 represent, which, in spite of their imjmrtance, 
lag behind bv reason of lack of opportunities and barOcwardness in 
eilucAtioii an*d econon^c progress, should be brought urato the level of 
the more advanced ootomunities by special facilities and menstire* for 
their^advancement. 

If the Mussalman population of Bengal continues education- 

ally backward and ifkes a backward plai’e in ibe administration by 
r«*Mni of their email proportion in the publir wnrice* of the*proriBM, 
it will be a disadvantage not only to them but will be o drag to tb# 
other comii|3B»iti^ province ai large. 

" 7 
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My appeal for special advantages for my own comipunity is made 
in the interests of the well beidg of the province a whole, and 1 ask 
fof the sympathf of the members of all other communities in such 
ap|leal. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjournment. 


Adjoumiiiant. 

On reassemblyi ug, there was no quorum present and the Council was 
adjourned to 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 28th February, 1925, at the 
Town Hull, Calcutta. 
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Pm rn Mm ^ tli< ^Mgai L^itlatiw# bouneil titinyntd uwltr Hit 
pmisiofis of the Cf^ommont of Indlt AdL 

This Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, ('ab 
cutta, on Saturday, the 28th February, 1925, at 10-30 a.ii. 

o 

Prosofit: 

The Hon’ble the President, in the Chair, the four Hon’ble 
Members of the Executive Council and 95 nominated and elec ted 
members. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Sir Evan Cotton): Crdv^r. 
order! I want to remind the Council that there arc* some supplemen- 
tary demands which should he taken up after the ffeneral diseussion 
on the Iludjifet. If this p“etieral disctission is finished to-day, wc shiill 
take up these demands on Monday. If we do not finish the {ftmeral 
discussion of the Budget to-day, we shall continue again on Monday. 

• 

Budgot of tho Covommont of Btngal for ttio yoor 1925-20. 

Thefgeneral discussion of the Budget was then resumed: — 

Bobu SUDARSAN CHAKRAYORTY: I la^g to say a few words 
witla regard to the Budget presented to the Council. The most notice- 
ahle feature to my mind of tlic Budget under e<»iiHideration is that the 
three taxation measure> — 1 he Stamp Act, the f’ourt-fees Act and the 
Amusements-tax Ac t are allowed to c-ontinue and their prm'eeils ap- 
propriated — towards the needn of general admioistration. The House 
reinemliei’s that these were enoTgency measures for working out the 
dyan‘hy in Bengal which had to he lieferred for w’unt of funds. The 
ne^ssfty or rather the emergency is gone hut the taxes remain and are 
assimilated witli the ordinary leveirue. Cnder the ciroumstanees 
^ these taxes may be fitly descrilied as illegitimate childrijn of the 
d^mrehy. 

Another iiotieeahle feature of the Budget is the expanded excise 
revenue and ^he official hide-and-seek with respect to it. 

In the Biulget of the Government of Bengal for tffe year 1924-25 
we h^ve the following statement : — 

The tnirorfuetion of the fixed-fee •yatem in the diatrieU in the preatdeney has 
eenaed e ateedy income in excite leveouo the growth of which hea further been 

aooeieraUd hjf tk« eelZapae ofjht non co operoHon movement, 

« 

Doea it not mean that the consumption of drinks and Arugs has 
increased by reason of collapse of the non-co-operation moveinent. The 
hide-and-seek Qcmststs in this that in expUining the ebnormal expansion 

* T* 
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of excise by 17 lakhs*of rupees in the Budget under diaruBBion no men- 
tion is made of the collapse of the non-co>opera^on moTement. But a 
stim of 5 lakhs* is attributed to better administration of the excise 
revenuf and 12 lakhs to a different system of accounting according to 
which the whole outturn without deducting the price paid to the Centpil 
Government for opium is cre<lited in the refieipts. It is not stated how- 
ever that the balance of,12 lakhs represents the price paid to the Central 
Government. In these circumstances is one wide of the mark in 
observing that Goverenment exploits the vices of drug and drink for 
the sake of revenue? Is it not the clear duty of Government to vindi- 
cate its chara(!ter by facts and figures? 

Another important feature of the Budget is the morbid fear which 
marks it of enforcement against the Government of Bengal of the 
Meston demand of Gd lakhs of rupees. This fear is repeated many 
times in the Budget Spee<‘h of the Hon’ble the Finance Member and 
seems to have dictated what he calls a provisional Budget — a Budget 
which makes provision for works of development which it will l)e 
|K)ssible to curry out <mly if the (Vntral Government remit the Meston 
Award of Us. 

The Uoli<-e Budget, however, enjoys an enviable position above the 
Meston (Contribution. It is not provisiojoil but certain and it is 3 lakhs 
of rupees in e.\ceH8 of what it was in the current finam^'al year. 
Moreover, a b»an of 8J lakhs has been proj»oscd for the police building 
scheme estimated to ccwt 17 lakhs of rui>ees out of which 81 lakhs will 
have to he paid in the finnindal year under review. The alleged ad- 
ministrative convenience of these buildings we are asked not even to 
(luestion, M'hile the items <if nation building few and small as they are, 
provisional and depiMul on the rennssion of the provincial contribution. 

A Government that has to impose new taxes for the ordinary activi- 
ties of life mu^t l>e in a hopeless slate of hankru]»tcy and remission of 
the pnivincial contrihutign cannot save it. The {K^sition, however, is, 
of Government’s own seeking and 1 may say, the inevitable conse<iuenhe 
of iti* policy? What is the gtmd of fattening a small portion of the 
nation by unexpected and uncalled ftn- increments of pay when the 
Government is unable to make any provision, worth the name for pre- 
vention of Malaria? 

In the Ib?|>artment of Public Ilealtb I may mention Kala-nxar 
which is a formidable menace to the district of Uajskabi. The rapid 
spread of the disease in the subdivisions of Naogaon and Nature attract- 
ed the attention of a philanthropic sect of tatHm* whose activities in the 
matter of injection treatment Imre admirable fruits. But local 
officials are j|ot generally fond of such private enterprises and difficulties 
thrown fn their ^y have put a stop to the activities of the mdhu*, 
C The provision of lakhs for organising a Public Health Department 
under local bodies seems to be a move n the right direction. 
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This year are ejLpected some provisijpa against recurrence of the 
Noldt-Bengal flood and the removal of the block from the mouth of the 
Baml in the district of Itajshalii. • 

In the Education Budget there is a provision of 3 lakhs in aid of 
non-Gcveniment schools. But there is no scheme l)efore the public. 

• There is a small item of Rs. 17,(KX), for which provision ought to 
have, but has not, been made in the Budget, for sanitary arrangements 
in the new hostel buildings in the Kajshabi College. In this connec- 
tion, I* may mention that the Principal urged upon the Oovernment the 
urgency and importam*e of the mutter on several ocH'asions. I re<|ueHt 
the Ilon’hle the Finance Meml)er to make it the suhje<’t of a supplemen- 
tary demand.. 

Khan Bahadur MauUi MD. CHOINUDOIN : 1 am more anxious 
about the fate of the Budget in general than 1 am, to consider its 
merits and demerits, to praise the Finance Miunlier up to the skies or 
to condemn him. We do not know what is in store for the Bengal 
Budget for 1926-1^0. The fateful day, that is the lith March, like the 
Ides of A^aivh, has not yet come aiul who know.s what is going to take 
place after that day. My hiends tlie Swarajists are wonderful men. 
For one thing I racist give them credit. It is that they jmsse'is great 
powers of organisation and piopuguiula, and who knows that in the time 
hcf(»re thf 17lh of March they will not lie able to rally together all their 
renegades and attuek the Budget after the litli of Man’h. My idea is 
thut»the Swarajists’ sword, like the sword of Damocles, is still hanging 
over our Budget, and it is not unlikely that my friends on the other 
side will unsheathe that .sword and attack the Budget with renewed 
vigour. But if they have got any such intention in their minds, I 
would solemnly retjuest them to consider two points; one, whether 
their policy of ohstructifin has Keen of any avail, has lieen of any effect, 
f would also ask llicm to <'onsi<ier whether it is allowe<l by law. 

liaflivi ABDUL CAFUR: (Mi a {Kiiut of order. Sir. is he discussing 
the Budgets 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: He is quite in order. 

Khan Bahaihir Maulvi MD. CHOINUDDINt Of course so long as 
they have go^ freedom of spee<*h in this House, they can vote in any 
way they like and say whatever they like, hut as they say*they ar«? gn?ai 
lawyers, (hey are great constitutionalists, they are law-abiding la^ople — 
I woufd ask them to consider in all seriousness, whether this methml q| 
■obatruction is permitted by the Otivemmeni of India^ Act of 1919. If 
we look at this obstructive policy from an utilitarian ^unt of view, we 
fl&d thah*it has proved utterly useless, not only useless hut woi^ than 
useless. Their idea was that by this policy of obstruction the (lovern- 
BMnt would be annoyed or terrorised into submission, and in place of the 
8<«iiiia Bwarij we now have, OBrenunent would be compelled to give 
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uii IB-anna Swaraj or full autonomy. But what, hai^ we found iu 
practiffe ? On thin very pretext Government mayago to the other length 

withdraw {ke 8-anna ahare and re-eatabliah full-fledged, untram- 
melled bureaucracy aa before. So judging from the point of view of 
utility the policy of obatruc tioii, of throwing out the whole Budget, 
whether good, bad or indiffej’ent, han only proved useleea, and haa not 
achieved the end which'dt had in view. This i» what experience of the 
last six months has taught uh. During the last six months we have lost 
dyarchy, lost the administration, by our own elected memberf*, namely, 
the Ministers, of the tran.sferred subjec ts which have l)een so long admin- 
istered by Members of the Executive Council; so we see that this 
obstructive |M)liey has been a failure from the utilitarian i)oint of view. 
Next we have to c*onsider whether this |K)licv is at all allowed by the 
Government of India Ac t. My friends the Swarajists say that is perfect- 
ly constitutional, j)erfectly consistent with law, to entirely throw out the 
whole Budget ; but I would ask them to refer me to the particular section 
or to any single sentence in the whole Government of India Act where 
we have got such powers. Probably they will refer Trie to section 
72(c/); hut what does that sec tion say^ I c hallenge them to quote a 
single sentenc'e from the whole Act where it is said that we have legal 
right to throw out the entire Budget. All that s<*c*tion says is that 
nhen the Budget is presented before the Council, members have the 
right of refusing some demands or reducing some demands, 'hut it is 
nowhere said that the whole Budget could 1.<‘ thrown out and the 
Government paralysed. Is it not childish to think that the Gcrem- 
luent of India Act which is on Ac t of Purliamcuit, would permit the 
Government of the country to he paralysed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We arc not discussing the Government of 
India Act, Khan Bahadur, hut the Budgt*! of the Government of Bengal. 

KhifI BahlMitii’ Mauiwi MD. CHOINUDDIN: 1 am expluiniqg that, 

I am coming to that — i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The merits or demerits of the Government of " 
India Act aw not under %iiac'u.ssion. What can W disc'ussed is if you 
•re of opinion that the transferred departments ore better administered 
without Ministers, then you can enlarge upon that, hut ve do not want 
to have a discussion on the merits or demerits of the Government of 
India Act. 

Khan iahaitlir Matiivi MD. CHOINUDDIN: 1 would draw the 
attention of my friends to section 4fl of the Government of India Act 
where it is^d that the Government of Bengal shall be carried on by 
the Governor in Council with the Executive Council in reqieet of the 
reeerved subjecsls and by the Qovmnor acting with the Ministers hi 
Mpeet of the transferred snbjeots. 8a according to this section we do 



mSCCBStON OF TIK BtTDOBT. 


M 


IMS.] 

• 

doI fOBaMB 9 Mxf leg^ power to throw oul the Ministry or the Ministers* 
sahifies. If this is the correct view of the law, 1 do not understand 
hotr it is possible for us to throw out the entire Budgerand say that^We 
are acting legally. In these circumstances my humble submission to 
them is that instead of dealing with the Budget in this way, 1 would 
ssk them to criticise the Pudget constructively, to come up with lasts 
and figures to show the Finance Member where he is wrong, and to 
suggest certain deductions and thus give more money to transferml 
departmehts, and so on. It is in that way that we can effect improve- 
ment and gradually introduce a change in the angle of vision of the 
bureaucracy. This sort of wholesale attack will do no gmul to our 
constituents. ^ 

Now turning to the Budget itself 1 must say that it has not Wii 
veiy encouraging to me. In some re8|>ects 1 find it is very disappoint- 
ing. • For instance, we all know that the Co-operative Department is 
one of the most ix)pular deiwirtmcuts of the (loverumeiit. which is 
engaged oi). the sacred and noble tusk of ameliorating the condition of 
the Bengal tenancy by establishing co-oj>erutive societies throughout 
the province, so that with the help of thes4* sticieties our poor men can 
better their condition, have more money and save themselves from the 
tyranny of the usurious money-lenders, purchase the newly diw’overod 
seeds a«d manures of the Agricultural Deportment, and take ad- 
vantage of education. But, unfortunately, though this Department 
has l>een in existence for more than 15 years, it is still not on a [wr- 
manent footing. This state of things is very much to be regretted an 1 
I would respectfully ask the Finance Memlier to ptLy particular at- 
tention to this point and try to make the department permanent and 
also to revise the pay of its staff, which 1 understand has been sauctioii- 
e<i by His Excellency. Of ct>urse, the answer will lie that no money 
is available, but if he is a very competent financier, I hope it will be 
possible for him to find the money in some way or other by reappropria- 
tion. * 

As regards the want of money, 1 think something may be done by 
making strenuous efforts to develop the khai mahnli in the Hundar- 
bunds, also by fighting with the Government of India to have provin- 
cial autonomy for Bengal so that wr may have the whole of the 
income-tax fihd the export duty on jnte, also by taxinf^ excisable arhi- 
cles more heavily than at present, and by making cuts in the Budgets 
of some other departments without, of course, sacrificing their efficien- 
cy. These are some of the ways in which our financial resources may 
he developed. 

There is another^thing to which I would draw attenti^. The 
Department of Industries is very popular; there is our iajffiery at 
Taagra and the Weaving Institute ni Si^nynir which are doing a lot 
of good to dur people. Perhajk the House is aware that mors Mian a 
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decade ago a piece of land was^tcqnired by Governmentiat a very' high 
cost for location of the institute in it, but that li^d is still lying waste 
and the instituti is located in a hired house for which Government 
pays a very high rent every month. Steps should be taken to cons- 
truct a building on this site, particularly as the Missionary College 
authorities there have always been approaching successive Governor^ 
with a view to take awa^ this piece of land. ^ 

Miulvi ABDUL CAFURs My friend the Khan Bahadur has given 
us a long sermon. I did not mean to make a speech to-day, but the 
attack of my friend, the Khan Bahadur, has induced me to do so. I 
do not know whether he is a Minister in embryo, but he seems to have 
discussed the Swaraj party and n(»t the present Budget. • The Swaraj 
party knows its duty, and is not going to make any change in its pro- 
gramme, but is going to sti(‘k to it. 1 should like, however, to say a few 
words in answer to the Khan Bahadur who has also generally dist^issed 
the Budget. Ihe Budget is a deficit Budget 1 should say it ought to 
be so; impoverished, famished Bengal ought not to exjmt a prosperous 
Budget. The Hon’ble the Finance Member says that the Mestim Award 
was unjust, grossly unjust. I say it is so in the fitness of things, 
because it w’as Bengal that first embraced the British connection and, 
therefore, she should fiay the utnM)st she could, even beyond her re- 
sources. We know, however, that the Government is not*going to 
change its policy, nor do we think that the Meston Award will be set 
aside to enable Bengal to ameliorate her condition. As regards policy 
the Hon’ble the Finance Member said that his (‘olleague.s in the Execu- 
tive Ceuncil while introducing the particular heads of the Budget le- 
lating to their departments, would elucidate more fully the policy of 
the Government. Therefore, the Hon’ble the Finance MemlH»r has npt 
come forward with any policy of his own. He left everything at the 
doors of the other members, and also to the credit of His Excellency, 
and he, as it were, stnnds aside ^ i, 

I should like to say a few' words us regards the Irrigation Depart- 
umnt Budget first. The Hon’ble the Finance Member gave us certain 
hiAts wbidi i gin afraid it is not at all pcxssible for me to understand. 
He himself says: 1 do not propose to enlarge here on the technicalities 
of the Budget in regard to this expenditure. If the explanation given 
in the financial statement is not quite clear to anyone, it will be much 
easier to explain it ach>8s the table,” Really, Sir, it is an anomaly, 
my poor intellect cannot grasp it. Irrigation has been dealt with 
under several heads, namely, under XIII, XIV, XV, XVI, and major 
head 55, which is the last head of the Budget > It is not possible for 
us to undergland all this. What 1 can make out is this whatever little 
effort been i^de towards irrigation, is for West Bengal and net 
for North or EasUrn Bengal; it is not even for the whole of Western 
Bengal, hnt for that portion only whb h is known ae the suburbs of 
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Calott^ djstricts of Burdwap and Kadia. Theae ara tha 

fortttsata districts and^the ^vour of the Hon’ble the Finance Member 
has been bestowed upon them. • 

I do not understand why the construction of the Subdiviaional 
.Officer’s quarters at Madaripur has found a fdace here in the Irrigation 
Uudget (page 21) I do nofknow how far it heljw irrigation or naviga- 
tion or drainage works; I am quite at a hms to understand thia. There 
ure several other heads which are placed under Irrigation, but for what 
reason I do not know ; these are — 

(i) recpnstruction of the Dum-Dum Bridge; 

(it) construction of a new toll-office at Kidder}M>re; 

(iri) reconstruction of Tollygaiij Bridge; 

(iv) reconstruction of AliiJore Bridge; and 
^(r) constrm tion of the (^ilcutta Canal Subdivisional Office. 

All these things l>elong to the suburbs of ('alcutta, and not to iin.v 
other districts (}f Bengal, though the tenants of NoKh and Kasterii 
Bengal p^ the largest shaie of revenue and the largest number of 
zemindars come from that side of the province. 

As regards Irrigation itself, 1 want to .say something It is most 
neeessary •for ourselves and as Muhauunaduns we foinr the cultivating 
class of Bengal and we re(|uire it more than any other class. 1 come 
from^the district of Buhna which is unfoiiunately placed Wtween the 
two mighty rivers, tlu* Brahmaputra and the (lunges. These two rivers 
vie with each other in drowning us. 

Brahmaputra overflows a |Hirtion of Serajgunje every year and thou- 
sands of cuttle die, but no provision has hcsui made for an emhankmenl. 
Damra should have an embankment and also Pahrm, where rivetment 
taken up but later on was given up, Puhtm is in imntiiieitt danger. 
Sluice gates should have been providetl for Kiiiii Khal. There was to 
be some provision sometime hai k, hut there is none in this Budget- As 
.also sluice gates should iye provided for Dapunia Khal, (Ihaina Kh.il 
anth river Chiknai. Drainage work near the Ishurdi station distance 
signal there is none. The railway line between Ishunli and Hemjguiije 
has done considerable damage to the paddy fields and has also affwtetl 
the sanitary cxindition of the villages through which it has run. Also 
the old beds of the Gauges below Dasuria, Boroi ('haru and Basherbarida 
have turned into marshy places. Already the water-hyacinth is there 
and those places, 1 fear, will be depopulated in no time. Karoloya and 
Atrari,. where the water-byacintb seems tp have made its permanent 
home, ar^ hot-beds of malaria. These require sledging. 1 regret that, 
wbereaa Government are spending lakhs of rupees in improfiiig the 
suburbs of (Calcutta, they have not a comer in their heart# for ^o»# 
far-oil places* Xhs poor peasants pay lisavily into the Frovin^jU 
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Exchequer, but they get the Wet beuefit. They ^re dicing of cholera, 
malaria, kala-aaar, etc., in their hundreds. eThey cannot pay for 
d^ptore and cannot even buy barley. The poor villagers of Bengal cannot 
expect more than this sort of Budget, which cannot but be deficit under * 
the present system of Govemipeiit. As to the waterworks in Narain* . 
gunje and in Kalimpong these haye been improved because in both 
the placjes — there is an*Euroi)ean colony, while those of other districts 
have been shoved into the background and neglected. Coming to Public 
Ilealtb. I am sorry to notice that no real woik is l)eing done to im- 
prove the cause of public health and all that has been done is to spend 
for paraphernalia. Anti-malarial measures have not been taken up to 
half the extent of what was done last year. 

[Here the hon’hle mein}>er having reached his time-limit bad to 
resume his seat.] 

t 

Maulvl KADER BAK8H: Sir, I rise to (cmgralulate the HoiCble 
the Finance Member on the Budget for l925-2(). It does not require 
much intuition to see that the Budget undt*r discussion has been altern- 
ated with sighs and smiles. I say sighs first and smiles next : ^deliberate- 
ly, for alas! the Hoii’hle the Finance MemlK^r has begun with u sigh 
himself by saying that the period during which the (foveniment of 
India’s mercies about the (ill lakhs weie falling over Bengal has come to 
an end, and if the Gods at Simla anil Delhi do not run bankrupt of their 
charitable propensities, We are undone, hopelessly undone. We will 
not he able to expand, our schemes will he mere st hemes, ami the nution- 
huihling spirit in us, which is said to have rtM<MV(*(l its imfM’tus with the 
inauguration of the Reforms, is dcM>inpd to he curbed , or who knows, may 
find ita vent in the manufaeturing of bombs or the importing of arms 
whieh will make the Police Budget swell by a few modest lakhs if not 
erores; Sir, I eonfess T am not trained in the sc hoed of hureaueracy, 
far less in their art of hudget-nuiking. The House will, therefore, be 
apared with any effort on my part to deal witli figures so iu4ui.tribudy 
got up by the Hon’hle the Finanee Memljer, 1 will l)e content by 
making some general observations with reference to the Budget by taking, 
an extreT»i% common place view of the whole thing. 

Firstly, Sir, it has been told times without nuniher that you are very 
kind to teach us the art of Go%^erii merit. In other words, we have to 
learn this arCfrom you, niid then when you, our masters, think that we 
are fit, you will be pleased ft gradually hand over to us the whole Gov- 
ernment. My comm on -sense tells me, 8ir, that it is the people first and 
Government next. That is to say, there must be some people already 
existing before there can be any Government, But what I read bm 
in the Budget, Sir, a Budget prepared by one bf our mastere teodi^ 
us the art of Onyemment. It is this. Government first, then the people, 
or to be more explicit— there must be the Gos^erninent establii^ed by 
lair with hundreds of highly paid ofiprers and a whole army of poHee 
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haT# palatial baildtngs to li^ in) and let alone tlie people 
vritli tbeir beneroleat nsaoeiate^ — malaria, kala-aaar, hookworm 
iHseaees. cholera, etc. The Bndffet perforce shoa*« that Tt ia more ne<^ 
sary that you should be first immune from thieves and robbers, and any 
breach of the public peac# under the benevolent protei'tion of the police 
tjruncheon, before you need to be free from the ravajres of malariit. kala- 
azar. hookworm ! Theu-e must be a costly iH)hcc, no matter whether 
l>eople are beinf? decimated by diseases. 

Sir, one member of a former (loverument of Beiiffal taujfht us the 
lesson that Government was not a charitable institution, at a time when a 
portion of the country was Winpr ravaged by famine ^ He saw plenty of 
fruits in the trees, shoals of fish in the ponds which were all within easy 
reach of the people! Perhaps, that lesstni has not been lost to the 
Hon'ble the present Kinance Member who niijfht have in view the many 
livers of Benjfal full of water w hen he mndt* a provisioif of the hui^^e sum 
of Hs. 2,50,0fM) for drinkiiiff water for the wliide of the presidency! Sir, 
I remeral>er, Mr. G. S. Dult, when Majristrale of Hankuia, once saving 
that there w'a.s nothing but litiuid mud for the people to drink." It 
is a pity 'that Mr. Dutt did not advise the people that the Gariks had 
plenty of water! Well, if (heic was li(|uid mu<l at that time, it is ho|>ed 
that under the paternal care of the present Finance Member, the mud 
will be ajittle more li«iuid this time so that it may have easier passa^re 
down people’s throats! 

t^r, that noble Mr. G. S. Dutt who is also in the teaching line- I 
mean one of our teaclier.v— has been lec tminjf on the vital needs of resus- 
citatiiifr tuir villajfCH. He hie^ ^i^cn ns niuny \iiluabh* ideas as to the 
work. We the people heartily wish for the nnonsti iicthm of our dyiliK 
villages. But liefore anything can be done people have to be allowed to 
live; more drinking water is re(|iiired, moic dispensaries are re(|uiMnl, 
more schools are reejuired. It is a curious 4r<iny fate that w'here 
ouUineyls are greatest the Budget lielps us least, and where according 
to the common opinion of the fMMiple our m^eds aie least, the Budget 
becomes most generous tc. 7 .. the Police Def>urlitieiit ). 

•To take the example of my district, Dinujpur: the population there 
was about 30 lakhs a few dec ades ago ; but the last Census Report showed 
it to be 17 lakhs. The difference is very startling, indeeil. If the rate 
of decrease goes on like this then, I am sure, the (!ensus Ik*pi»rt of say of 
100 years hence will present the more starting figure of *’ 0 
(sero)*unleM, of course, it counts the heads of police who will, no doubt, 
be left there for the sake of good government to keep “ I-aw and Order’* 
Government know, perhaps, more than I do that the cauMm of such 
ravages in the villagMk are chronic malaria, kala-axar and the allied 
diseases, but, perhaps, they take these to be necessary evils to Ifc lough f 
not with the seal of earnest fighters but with the indifference befitting 
loseiliaed but%aucrate ! Should | tell the Clovemment, Sir, that to fight 
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theM evils no laborious proce^es of Ordinances are required but the 
very simple process of putting a little more mqpej^ in tbe Budget for 
provision for dfinking water, for dispensaries, etc. A Health Ofbcer 
bas been placed in the district, no doubt, but this gentle officer, perhaps, 
honestly dreams — dreams of putting the people’s health all right being 
without funds! Sir, in the very nature of things, I believe, if I, as |i 
humble representative of the people of my district, invented stories oi 
sedition existing there or of bomb factories or secret societies bent on 
throwing off the Government and (tould persuade the Government to 
believe them, then Government would have, perhaps, readily agreed to 
pay for an increased staff of efficient police (?) but alas! if I ery for a 
little more money for the vital needs of the people, I know I' shall ery in 
wilderness ! 

We have l)een told that the Medical Budget for 1925-26 appyoxi- 
mates to that of the eurrent year; we have also heard of kala-azar 
measures, anti-malarial measures, hut are not the funds provided for 
these heneffeeni rather life-saving measures anything hut inadequate? 
Why, for God’s sake, don’t you put njore money for these schemes. The 
paternal Government sometimes shed crocodile tears for th^ ignorant 
masses; they soy no sooner Englishmen will withdraw, they will fall a 
victim to the rapacity of the intelligensia. 

♦ 

Well said, indeed, hut why a few more lakhs cannot be found for 
the benefit of the masses? I suggest in all earnestness that an additional 
amount of 14 laklis Im* provided by way- of grants to the several Diltrirt 
Boards of the Bresidencv for the purpose of opening new dispensaries 
in the villages, for provision of gf>od water and for currying on anti- 
malarial and anti-kala-aEtir measures, etc. 

The Police Budget is about H lakhs in excess of the revised Budget 
of the current year, and Us. 40,0(H) have Ireen provided for the construc- 
tions of barracks for tmuried constables in Julpaiguri. Us. laWis fiijve 
been pnrvided for the Calcutta Police buildings scheme. Again„ 
H 1 I 4 1,88,(KK) have Weij^ provided for Civil Court buildings aud Muusifs’ . 
quarters. Ooiii is led to Wieve that in tbe eyes of Government all these 
conaiructions, additions, alterations are more beneficent than any 
schemes such as I hav# enumeratini. According to the morality of the 
Budget, it is better to spend a few hundreds so that u married constable 
may live comfortably with his wife in a cosy barrack than ill-spending 
that amount for saving dosens of villages from the clutches of mblaria. 
Wby not divert these amounts for the purposes 1 have tneniiotied? It 
may be play to Government to spend this large amount tor fighting tbe 
chimera of |he rev^olutionary party which exists nowhere except in their 
imagination, for police buildings, for munsifs’ quarters, etc., but. Sir, 
it is so much death to others who deserve by ell means a more humani- 
tarian treatment. » 
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JTow, Sir, Mother cryingr of th# people is the spread of edura- 
tioit both primary secondary. It is, indeed, a pity that primary 
edttoalion could not be made free and compulsory as^et. Is it vjfy 
creditable, Sir, for a civilised government to say that nearly IM) per cent, 
of her subjects are illiterate? 

The increase of few lakhs in the Kducational Budget over the 
revised Budget of the current year is mainly due to the im rease of pay 
and ti*avelling allowances, etc-, and the increment is not r«*ally for the 
spread of and help towards education. The other day we siiy in the 
papers a recommendation for a holy war to waged against illiteracy. 
This warfare, Sir, means a very heavy expenditure. We would la* very 
grateful to see that adequate funds are provided for waging such a war 
against illiteracy. But I might tell you, Sir, that even the idea of a 
mock fight w'ould be simply ridiculous with the fund provided for the 
department. 

Sir, in Dinajpui district tmly one private High English srhcKd 
leceives Government grunt. There are several High KngHsh wdioiols 
in the mii^fassal. none of which gets any grant. I iiersonally apprmich- 
ed the authorities sevenil times for grants towards some High hViglish 
st hools in the mufassal and 1 was f<ild that the policy <»f the depart iiieiit 
is only to keep the scloKds at (he sadar headquarters and subilivisional 
headquarters running and not to make any grant to such private 
institutions, and. Sir, in iny ilistrict s<ime longstanding goisl High 
KngUsh schools have ct*a.sed to exist and some are on the verge of being 
discemtinued for want of Government gnints 

Sir, I find in the Budget that no provision has been made for iiiwlel 
iimktabs, though a provision is to 1 m» made in (he revised Budget of (he 
current year to the extent of Ks. towards establishment and con- 

tingencies. Is it the jKdicy of the defmrtmeiit to abolish such insiitu- 
tioi^ ahogether and, if so, why? 

ICimuir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS Sir, if was not my inien- 
. (ion to take [>ait in the general discussion on (he Budget this year, 
but if I have decided to sf>eak a few wonls to-day it is Wiiuse of some 
uncharitable remarks which Mr, K 0. Ray Ghaudhuri, evidently in 
ignorance, passed on the community which I krtS'e the honour to re- 
present in this Council, namely, the Bengal aemindars. • 

Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, as we all know, mrtipies a seat in the 
(kmneft, which is in the gift of the Hon^ble Mr. Donald. 

Mr. K.O. RAY CHAUDHURI I I rise to a point of order. What has 
that got in do with my*speech f 

Mr. RRlilDiNTs As a matter at bu;t he is a nominated mamber 
and the nomlnattona are made Hia«Ex6aUeiicy the Oovernor. 
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KlOm iHIB iMtlCHAIIISWAR RAYS Ve^ wiQ, Sir, I »Uiid 
corrected, but as 1 think Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudl^iri is nominated to re- 
present labour lind as the department of labour is under Mr, Donald, 
he must have some say in the matter of his nomination. ^ < 

It is, therefore, only natural that the member should play the part 
of an apologist for his master whenever called upon to do so- tl^e 
circumstances no one would take him seriously even if he out-heroded 
Herod in his love for the Meston Settlement, but when, in his attempt 
to cover the sins of his master’s acts of omission and commission, he 
trespasses on grounds which even his master would not dare tread 
upon, it becomes necessary to expos© his pretensions. 

Sir, yesterday Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri made his appearance before 
the House in a multitude of quaint roles with the versatility of a quick 
change artist. It would not be pi)ssible for me within the allotted 
time to point out to you the absurdities of all his get-ups. I would, 
therefore, take up only a few of them. Let me begin with Mr. K. i\ 
Ray Chaudhuri in the i*dle of an authority on taxation. He has told 
the Housi* that there w'as nothing wrong with the Meston Setllenienl. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURIS May 1 rise to a point of order. I 
never said that. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I knew that, he would 
deny and that is the re^tson why I took a typed copy of his speech from 
him personally, and he has said there that there is nothing wrong in 
the Meston 8et dement. ** 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want to interpose. It might have been in 
the typewritten copy of the spt*ech but it is not necessarily spoken by 
the member. 

Kumar iHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY; In that case, 1 stand 
corrected, 8ir. The people of Bengal numbering about 47 ^millions 
must pay a tax of Rs. 20i crores to the Imperial Exchequer, wbeteas 
ike rest of India with a population of 200 millions need not pay more 
than 31 This is the first great equitable principle of Mr. K. C.* 

Ray Chaudliuri’s theory of taxation. 

And if this system of Imperial levy-sanctioned by the Meston iSettle- 
ment and approved by Mr. K. (’. Ray Chaudhuri: left no money to 
Bengal even for her barest needs; why the great Bastable of India is 
ready with bis advice; ** Go and tax the aemindars of Bengal ** I For, 
Hir. according to him the Permanent Settlement of Bengal is at the 
root of all diatreea in Bengal. 

I wonder, Sir, what Mr, K, C. Ray Cbaudburi would say if I place 
the views of Hie Excellency the Governor in this connection. Addreee* 
ing the Council in 1921 he said : ** The first obaervation 1 would make ia 
with itfereikce to disposing of the faUi cioua statement which ia ao offUm 
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made Op eccouiot Permanent Seltjement, llengral doe« not pay 

its'pwer share * 

EIDHAM CHANDRA ROYs Is the hon^hle member quoting 
from Lord Lytton’s or liord Bonaldshay’s spet^oh? 

Kumar SHIR SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 think that as 
lO*. Bidhan Chandra Roy is an au1h<irity in eharf^e of the hnanees of the 
['alcutta University, he should know this luurh that iu 1931, l#ortl 
Konaldshay was the Governor of Bengal aiul not lit)rd Lvlton. 1 may, 
Sir, point out that Mr. K. (\ Ray Uhutidhuii eiijtiyed the privilege of 
[H'ing nominated by Lord lloualdshay. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Mr. K. C. Ray dmudhuri was also 
lominated by Lord Lytton. 

Kumar SHIB 8KEKHARE8WAR RAY: Yes. Well, Sir, referring 
o the statement that on aeeovint (d the Permanent Settlement, Bengal 
l(»op not pay its pKqsT share t<»waids it** e(*st, he ^aid, “ Nothing ran Iw 
further from the truth Sir, mark his wonls: “ Notliing ran Ih» 
iurther from the truth that tin* IVnnaneiit Settlement is resjHinsihle 
'or the dis?ress in Bengal.” 

Mr. K. C’. Ray ('haudlniri then appears as an uutlmrity on the laind 
ilevenue system of Bengal and wants to do away with the l^ennanent 
>ettlemeni' of Bengal by a Hourisli of liis tongue. Whether the John 
Company of Mr. K. (’ Ray Uhandhuri was right or wrong in confining 
he s,>istem of IVriimnent Selthunent to Bengal in 179t*{, is a matter 
vhich I need not disiuss here, f(»r it <loes not affoirt the position of the 
ireseut day Bengal w^nindars in the least If Mr. K. Roy Uhaii- 
Ihuri would take the trouble of looking up any Wok ttf reference on 
he subject, he would find that e\«*n so eaih as IStJtl more than SO i)er 
•eiit. of the originally setthvl jK*rnuiTienl estates had changed hands 
lot once or twice but sc‘ores c»f times. If he would care to hw'ik up 
itiniml Imports of tlie Departments of Regisirulion and Land lU-veime, 
le wouhl find (hat even now, aWut 10 jar cent. the estates 
hanged hands annually. Now. Sir, does his wuim* of iHpiity 
f apt his kiiowleilgi* of finance say, that e%'eii assuming that .lohii 
f^ompaiiy was wrong in 1793 y<iu <‘an tux th<»se, who, on the basis 
ff a iegalisesl sysiem which is now nearly 150 ycmrs old, have iiivestwl 
heir surplus income in purchasing landed estates at iheir fullest tnarkal 
ralue calculatetl on flie existing profits Does his thi'^jry of taxation 
iroposa^to exempt people who invest their >»urpl us iiu;t»me in tioeks, 
^baiea and securities or as working capital, no matter hom^ obtained^ 
nay be by niiaappropriation of trade union funds or ihrougb forced 
i^nomy by being made a fem|>orary guest of His Majesty. 

With what justice can he call people parasites simply WmuA* they 
lifvest ikw mtrphui ineotne in landed estates instead of in stock# and 
ikares. 
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Then, Sir Mr. K!** C. EayfC^audlmn iiad the audacity to say ths 
the Bei^gal aemiudars are undertaxed. Sir, t]^ ' total annual rent ( 
f|nd in Bengafis about ld| crores, and the amount of land revenue pai 
by landlords is about 3 crores. This wurke out at the rate of 42 pi< 
in the rupee. Does Mr. K. C. Say Chaudhuri know at what rate 1 
pays taxes on his own income? Of course, I do not know whether h 
pays any inrome*tax at all. But I do hope that he himself is not* 
parasite living on the bounty of State without paying a single pie t 
its coffers. If 1 assume, Sir, that he has an annual income of str 
Hs.^ 5,(MK), in that case he pays only (5 pies in the rupee as tax. Now 
Sir, does it lie in his mouth to say impose further taxes on semin 
dars whose average income according to his own showing is not mor 
than Ks. 1,00(1 a year.” 

Sir, the last r61e in whifjh He appeared before the H(ni>e was tha 
of a raiyat handhu. Well, Sir, there are about 75 members cn tl» 
Council who have come here as representatives of the raiyats ; I ai 
glad to note that none of them has said a single ^ord against th 
xetnindars. I can, therefore, with ease ignore the vituperative fulminn 
tions of one who has come here as a nominated member and not as ai 
accredited representative of the raiyats. 

Mr. N. C. SENS I offer my heartiest congratulations to the Hon’hh 
the Finance Member on his Budget sfM‘ech which I consider to l)e i 
master-piece of illusi(»n. Sir, ever since iny school days when I firs 
made my acquaintance with Sir Walter Scott’K wonderful charac ters i 
^have held the Scotsmen in great awe and reverenc e. 

Born in a widly magnific^eiit but uupro<luctive (‘ouritrv, brought uj 
oh Haggis and matured in whisky, smiling or sighing in fields oi 
heather, the Seotsman develops a charai'ter in which all the qualities 
that go towards the making of a leader of men harmoniously blend. 
He predominates every sphere of life and is an equal succ-ess he he » 
mill manager or a Finance Member. He is shrewd but industrious, 
bold yet cautious and his manners ait* frank and {persuasive. Iii an 
expauiive mood he is gracious and even generous. But, Sir, beware of 
him *wbf4iv|ie seems most gracious and has a smile on his lips ai^d il 
twinkle in his eyes for then he is most dangerous. When he is hard 
and aggressive, you may succeed in getting something out of him, but 
when he is generous and gracious you may be sure you >are going to be 
fooled. 

Sir, when I was listening to the Budget speech, and heard the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member announce that he had set apart Rs. 50 lakhf 
this yaar^ Icmt new expenditures on schemas which on completioii arill 
cost Rs. T1 lakh^ and out of that Rs. 40 lakhsr represented e^pendiiurt 
on the^ transfeMPed departments T rubbed my e^s td piake sure I was not 
dreaming. I thought to myself, at last the angle of vision has changad 
and a new era has dawned. A spimt of elation poaaasaed me and my 
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heart ■ overflo"wfd with joy. I wanted lo rush up to the Ilon'bie the 
Finance Member and%hake him by the hand and tell J^iin that at la»t. 
he haa killed the policy of obstruction and removed the itH)t-('aus 4 Mi*of 
revolutionary activities. ,, 'Thefe I siji^ldenly remenil>ered that the Hoirble 
, the Finance Meml)er wa% a canny Scotsman and had in abundaru'e the 
|Miwky humour that chanu fcrises his race and all my elation jrave place 
to caution. I resolved to stinly the Ilud^ret before I ( on)?rutu!nted the 
Government or the people. * 

Sir, the first thinj^ that struck me on a close slmly of the lUm'bl# 
the Financt* Mtonber’s sp«‘ech was that if i> a Hudfret in tin* interest of 
the class<*.s and not of the masses. 1'he ('ontioiiplated e\|M»ndilure iMi 
the transferred departmcuits will not he on nation-huihling schemes but 
for providiijfr furth»*r luxuiies for the rich who live in towns. 

!fir, 1 repr(‘sent a pofU' and mioh ne^rleited rural constituency ami 
leol 1 shall he sadly lo'^^lectin^ the''inten***ts of mv const itmuHs if 1 
did not raise rtiy voice. howt‘ver feehle. in protest against tlu‘ pri*sent 
|K)Iic\ of the G^o\ernment of (uterin^ to Hie needs of the riih and 
ne^^le<'tiii^ the pooi . .Vt this sta^e 1 do not infemi tr» into minute 
details and I will make inv point clear hy a few illustrations. Under 
the liead Uivil W(nk> pnoision has been made for the expenditure ol 
Us. !t lak^s on thit‘(‘ schemes: - 

The fiist it(‘in. 'IIh' first is for the improvement of (inind Trunk 
roadjietween Howrah and Faltaf^hat at a co.sl of 4 lakhs of nip<‘e^ — out 
of winch IN lakhs is to he spent this \t‘ar. 'I’he w«*alth\ nioforisttf 
lolhnjr in fiien luxurious < ais m dn\ iiijr out of town are suhji'ctefl 1A 
unpleasant jerks at tim(‘s, ami havi* ht‘en (’oiiiphiininjr to tin* (iovefn- 
ment. (’an the ^'■oils sit nile 'r Ccrtainiy not. What dtM*s it matter 
if ihou.sunds du* of malaiia. imllmns foi want of *rood dnnkinj^ water? 
What d(K^s it matter if the villa^reis pi witlnait foml oi medicine? The 
nifliw'nt^ul and votal inlclli^M*ntia must he ap]>eased, Thcu ?ieiv»*H must 
not he ierked nm their bodies shaken. I lie roads must l>e u*paired 
and improved. 

Take a^ain the s<‘cund item. A sum of Us .*..S7.()tM> have Im^cu 
provided for tar-macadamin>f the inaidaii roads. Is it not the opinion 
of the Hon’hle the Finance MemlKU that these roads “ eompare un- 
favourably with the asphalted roads of the UonHinition V ? Jlap-k the 
words “ comprire unfavourably They are not bad, ill-kept or 
narrow'*, but they compare unfuvoutahly. (an the Governraeiif allow 
such a thinff? What will people say? They miffht ffo to the impudent 
length of suggesting that the Swarajist f’orfioralion is more mindful of 
the Calcufta citizen th^n the Government. Thai cannot be allowed, 
l/et ihe diatrict lx>aHs cry theinindves hoarse for a little help^or im- 
proving village roods or opening up new roods where none exioto. 
Thpse schemes will benefit the dumb miUiofis only. The dumb milHons 
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jea or get ^ticles written in ^he newspapers. Gov. 
MV heed to them at presen ‘ The trustee-ship of 
pletely discharged by an occasional grant of a few 


to the third item. A sum of Rs. 4^20, 000 for im- 
d from Teesta A'alley to Kalimpong. Is there aiu" 
the. work? Certainly. Is it not Kalimpoug the 
in hill station? Can we leave the re.sidents to the 
iillock carts and hill ponies? Kalimpong is a Gov- 
medny it is bound to be remunerative and popular 
nent think so at present. What does it matter if 
e other .so-called remunerative canal and other 
^unerative? Is not the* expectation honest at pre- 
advisers of the Government all honourable men ? 
IV^orks. •• 

to educational grants. The unrea.sonabb* National- 
ible Moderates (omplain about the iiiadeijuacy of 
Ilon’ble tile Finance Membei is determined to show 
thv with educational schemes. To satisfy the 
ad of education he proposes to e?(‘cl two structures 
at Chittagong and Krishiiagore. AVe an* told every 
nient that theie is too much of g(*nenil (‘ducalion 
ational. AVe an* told that we (*<lu(ate our boys 
1 in life and thereby create discontent in the coun- 
is Government proposes to make the studenti livy 
i the like of which not om* in a thousand will ev(‘i 
Kvery time the people cr\ fo? (‘dmational facili- 
t buibls them a magnificent briik structuri's at a 
ou think that does not help the spread of (‘ducation 
izing on the magnifiient pile tliere arises in vour 
ire to possess one like that for >c>ur.selt. A'ou 
do so by getting your.self pro|M*rlv educat(»d. Tt is 
Tig. It is an inspiratioTi. an incentive*, a syihlM>l. 
n it. Lo.se your.self in it and you will be great., 
g Government’s action go down on your knees 'and 
vou have idealists as vour rulers. 
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UODIN TARAFDAR spoke in ^Jlengali. The 
of w'hic^ is as follows: — 

ng vear's Budget great attention has l>een fpaid to 
This item alone devours a fifth of the total exj)en- 
proviiK'e. But in passing the estimates the people 
» live in the villages have -not got their adequate 
niltural c'ountry like ours most of the money should 
^rovement of agriculture and bettering the condition 
The town peof^e have got some money. Higher 
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and secondary education have received ijeir shares, but only a lakh haa 
been provided for the,prininr.v education of the pt^ople who are hardly 
in a position to pay for education. Free and compulsory primary e^ti- 
cation should at once be provided for. 

The waterways have also Wn nefrlected. The holy Karatoa and 
IJrahmaputra in my constituency are no lon^rer flowiiifr rivers. Water- 
hyacinth has choked the surface of all waterwifvs and it is a pity that 
the Government have allotted only Its. 25,tHKl for its eradication which is 
not eiioiijirh even for clearing? one river. 

The crying* nee<l of the villages is the scarcity of water but only a 
paltry sum of two lakhs and a half has been pi-ovided for 85, IKK) 
villages. . 

Public health has been neglected and all that bivs l>een done is 
to spend for the paraphernalia. No medicines for the jMwr, no relief 
in tneir epidemics have been providetl. 

It is a pity that inuf h money iias l>eon .squandered for the urlmn 
jieople and ver\ little lia^ lieen jirovided for villagers who form the 
vast majority of pojiulation. 

Mr. pIiASANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 cannot resist the temptation 
of making a few oliservat ions with leganf to the palpable injustice done 
to the triinsferre<l '•ide of tlie Ibidget estimate for Pt25-2<> presenteil by 
the Hon ’tile the Kina me Meinbei on ladialf of Government bef(»re you 
for your consideration, though 1 am fully aware us is every other mem- 
ber ^ the House ot the fate tliat awaits the suggestions and observa- 
hoiis of 0111 ^ and the value set upon them b\ our l)«>nigii Government. 
To tell \on the truth, Sir, I was very relm taiit to sjieak anything on 
this subject for reasons which are well known t<» the ineiiilierH. Hut aa it 
has befome a custom to say sfnnething on this mcasinn I am com|>elled 
to trouble vou for a few minutes for the sake of <luty w'ith the hackneyed 
observations and reinaiks wlin h we have lM*eii making since the inaugu- 
rati«n the Keforms without any ('onsiderution whatsoever on the part 
of the (Tovernment. 

It passes my umlerstamling, Sii. why the Government makes this 
*«haw of sham discussion of the Hudget when they are determined not 
to pay any heed to dec ided public opinion and to give effect to any 
of the suggestions and schemes ventilated through the accredited repre- 
sentati^’es of the f>i*ople of this province. It ap(H>ars to^me, Hir, that 
the whole proceedings from the lieginninpf to the end of the Hudget 
discusMoti is a mere fane in view of the fa<‘t that the people of this 
countrv have got no control over the purse to which they wh9lly con- 
tribute and the Governor can restore any item of the Budget even if it 
is rejecte<j by a majority of votes in the Council. 

Let US now take a few concrete examples and w»e what has lieen 
provided in the present Budget to give effect to the resolutions passed 
in those cases unanimously hy ih^n House :• 


8a 
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FiiHtly, tlie (Ipnirability Htud bulla froib foreign coun- 

try and brecdii^ higb claHH cattle which are goihg to be extinct in thin 
pi'evincc and at the nanje time making arrangements for pasture ground 
was iuipresM<*d ujM)n the (loveniinent from time to time in this (’ouncil. * 
Hut the (loverninent has altogether turned a deaf ear to this urgent, 
|M)pulur demand and have not provided a single farthing in this eomit^f 
year’s Budget for this ^mrisme. Further nothing has bt*en provided in 
the Budget under discussion for ameliorating the condition of the p(K»r 
agriculturists who are the l)acklH)ne of society and of the State and 
who constitute inoie than ltd, IH*r cent, of the |H}pu1^tion in this pro- 
vince. I find, Sii, that the major |M)rlion of the exjwnditure under the 
head “ Agriculture ” has been provided for the pay and allowances of 
the otficers of this <lepartTnent. I ask, Sir, with all seriousness, have 
these higldy paid oflicial.H l»een able to do any gcMid to the agriculturists 
up to the present nH»ment i" If my friend the Hon’hle the Finance 
Memlier cares to go to any of the Bengal villages, the helpless condi- 
tion of tin* agncult urisls and the neglected condition of the lainls undei' 
their charge will, 1 think, sfM*ak vcduines about the r(‘sult of the [wdicy 
towards it. 

Sccondl.N, we have* heard fiom many platforms fiom the highest autho- 
rity (d this jucivince* about the waging td holy wai against ignorance 
of the massc's cd this province, which, according to that au*hority, is 
tlie only means cd .salvation of |M*ople and. therefore, preparations for 
which will hase to be taken up in hand in right earnest at all costs 
But, Sir, may I ask the Hon'lile Member in charge* of Finance 'what 
he has piovidc-d for waging this hcd> war though in support of this, 
there* was so muc h trumjK*ting. 

Thirdly, look at the* provision made foi public health and compare 
it with those* made for gc'iieral administration and ]H>lu'e and it will he* 
C|uite apparent that considering the* vastness of the area and the num- 
Ih'I' of [SMiple it will ha\c* to covc*i and also the vital importance of 
this matte*!' the* paltis sum cd Hs. *.it»,fHbtMKI and odd is iiedhing. Here*, 
Sir, we* are facc'cl with the* c|Uc*stion <d life and death. It is a well- 
known iBt’l how the jH'ople cd this province are clying b\ thousi^iids* 
every year of nialaiui, kala-uxar and other such kindrtMl diseases and 
how* the jwople* of the village's suffer for w’aiit of pure drinking water, 
good road, eVv., yet the tJe»veriiinent will imt care for uH these. They 
are e»ver anxious to nelminister these dying jMHiple and keep law and 
order. , 

Lastly, lu) attempt has beM*ii maele in the Budget for solving the 
all-engre>ssing pieddem of unemployment in the prtevince. the flowers of 
our pwi ne'e are rotting for want e^f pro^n'r se*o|)es, feir ned ut il*sing their 
latent faculties. Te> my mind it seems to lie the root-cause of all the 
evils of the present day and unless and until these stored-up energies 
pf our youths im' elir«*cted in a projier channel and ^iven sufBeient scopfj 
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for free expresuons tfiere is bound to ruin ^lpon them or revolu- 
tion in the country 8u^ to poverty. No provision has been made in the 
Bud|;et in this direction— either in the sha|)e of helpiiiff indigenous in- 
• dustries and trade or in fri'inR facilities to our younjr men to start ftie 
sante. 

♦ I c^n cite many inntanccH of this Hort of pal}>ahIo injiutite tlone lo 
the transferred subjects in the coming year’s Bad^et. But 1 stop here 
as the fact has lieen sufficiently brouj^ht home to the (lovenmient by 
my friend. Sir Provash Chunder Mitter and other s|M‘akeis ^roin^ before 
me. 

There is a well-known maxim “ tliat one shoiibl cut bis coat atcoid- 
iiifj to his cloth,” hut the (lovernment in framinijr the Budp*t has 
wilfully managed to for^jet the same maxim and is rei klcHsly prof cetlin^r 
to ipcur 'expenditure without takinjr at all into eonsnleration the 
sources from whif h the amount will la- supplied. The |a*ople have been 
taxed to their utmost cu|n»city and have lH*en totall\ mined in their 
health aiid wealth and their life-hlood the (toverniiient is jroin^r to 
sfHMol for keepni^' up their jirestijfe. 

• 

It is a jiity that the (iovernment timl suHif ient money tfu tht‘ happi- 
ness and all sorts of luxuiies <jf their officials ami not a ronrir fot kia‘p- 
inp the wolf from th(‘ door of the dyinjtr nation. 

I nei*d not trouhh* m\ friends an> imire on the subject 'I'heN have 
heard (Miouffli of it from the former s|M*akerh. * 

Mftuivi AFTAB HOBSAIN JOAROAR: Sii, the (iovmnment has 
three principal stnircc** of revenue under llie heaiN Laml Uevenue, 
Kxcise and Stamps whn li ueld S < rores of rupees out of a of Kb 

The Bengal Hi^h (’ourt Bejiorts show that in Itt \eurs fn»m PU-l 2% 
the (Joverninent realisefl in connection with civil litijralifUi a total sum 
of ys. If) (*rores with a clear profit of Si crores (after dediu'tion of 
charffesl from a pwiple w lio are ulsmt the p(M)rest iii the world. An 
increase of 10 lakhs m our revenues from the Stamps «*hows an increus- 
• iiijj demaml of British justice and thecountf \ mu-'t he happier for it. 

'The If on’hle the Finance MenilK‘r has silemed ail rriticisni by 
aiiiicipatin^ the cry that (iovernment is exploitin^r the vice id drink 
atid drujfs to |ecuie revenue. Nevertheless, the increaH 4 ‘ id alsujt lls. 5 
lakhs from the ordinary sources of excise levenue jsiiiifv to the still 
happie/ m<»od the country is gradually drifting to. 

There is yet .another iwmrce untapjuMi why does not the (tovern- 
ment try \\f May I sufr>re.st a means in all sf^riousnessj' The Perman- 
ent Settlement of 1700 was l>ase<l <in u tri<»ss misunderstand iiiK* of the 
traditional land revenue system of India. The Oovernment t^ow ffets 
only about 2 crores from this arrangement, while the tenants have to 
jaiy five times as much. This huge amount e(|uai to the whole income 
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of the Government neither Ixiiefits the people npr the State, bnt is 
wasted on the maintenance of luxurious parasites, o 
* Jleginning from the Vedic times up till the advent of the British 
power, the peasants of India were regarded as proprietors. There were 
lio Hub*iiifeudation and endless chain of middlemen’s heirarchy devour- 
ing all the profits of the tiller of the soil. The State received a share 
of the produce or e<(uivalent thereof, under an unwritten contract of 
giving jiroiection to crops and help their growth by offering facilities 
of irrigation, eU*. The zemindar was only the collector of this revenue. 
The declaration of the Permanent Settlement of 17911 by Lord (’ornwallis 
should 1h* regarded as a national disaster of greater conse<|uence than 
even the Battle of Plassey. It has been rightly called- by Justice 
Field : “ The most extensive act of confiscation that ever was 
pcrpertrated in any country.” This confiscation must he undone before 
any relief to our finances and to our masses can l>e given. I do not 
advocate fresh confiscation to undo this confiscation. The Permanent 
Settlement cun be undone as once suggest e<l to me by Sir Provash 
(’hunder Mitter, who is him.self a landholder, through a cleverly 
devised system of purc'hase hy the StuU*. The next step should l>e the 
settlement of land along the lines of old Indian village community 
system. This will uKo save the bulk of zemindars who have been 
ruined financially by constant division and interminable litigation. 
Any nupiber of amendments in the Bengal Tenancy Act will only 
increase, as they have already increased, litigation in geometrical 
progression, A hold stroke of pcdicy may \et save the country fr(»m 
ruin and release a fresh source of national income which is now being 
practically wasted. 

No fresh taxation under the pw“<ent circumstances should be taken 
recourse to. The root-i ause of all evils is the jioverty of the masses 
who mostly live on agriculture and are the victims (»f exploitation of 
the foreigner, the zemindar, the money-lender, the middlemen 
profiteer, tiu* lawyer and a host of others. The late Mr. H. F. Diitt^ 
after a thorougli examination arrived at the conclusion that the twin 
causes of the growing |>overty of the people of India are the high 
demand of rsveaue on land and the virtual extinction of Imlia’s 
secondary industr> of spiniimg and weaving. Dr. Besant in a ^|»eech 
delivered at Delhi on September 15, 1924, also says: 

1 have Iona urgtsi that the diMppesmnee of village indotiriet and of village 
self-government and communal holding of the village land were the chief caueee of the 
terrible poverty of Uie maeiee and that the restoration of these was essential not only to 
proaperily but to Swaraj. 

To quote Dr, Hadhakamnl Mukberji: • 

Our land s>^tem must be rationaUsed in order that no family suffem imprisonment 
with hard labour in one-fourth or ^e-eighth of an acre of land. The problem of an 
agricuitural proletariat is fast beooming^acuie. artses the further dangtir of the 
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eheory of the urbAo proletariat being inculcatediamotig the peaaantry and thk alieady 
portends to be a serioue ^K>cial and political luenaoe. Thin eooial eriak cannot 
prevented without some land adjustment and rehabUitation of imme form of r^ 
village self 'government. • 

Jrom all statisticii available thin fact is established that an agpricul- 
t^irist’s family of five has to be maintained on an avera|ft* with the 
produce of a little more than i\ bigphas of land. • The pnahice of such a 
holdinj? is valued at not more than Us. 150 in a jute district and not 
more than Us. 120 in a rice district. It is out of this income that 
77 per cent, of our total pojnilution and almost cent, per cent, in our 
villages liave to meet not merely their physical wants but also to jmy 
rent and other direct and iiidiiect taxes. ('onse4|uently, it is no surprise 
that the standard of living of the peasants sliould Ik* so low and a large 
majority of them should be uinler chronic indebtedness. 

ft has been rightly pointed out that “ the break up of the villagf^ 
community has spelt agricultural «h*c'line.’' 'I'he disuse of the eciuitable 
regulations as regai'ds meadows, pasture land and irrigation channels 
us well us the su}iersession of the rights of village (‘omnuinities have 
meant a Weakening of tlie economic position of the peasantry. The 
creation of landlordism, liotli of the superior and the inferior grades and 
the break U}> <d the jieasant jiid}Uietorshi]) and village system in India 
have alsooled to an unfair distribution of the profits of agriculture. 

'I'he emancii»ution of the l(»\ver grades of ('ultivators ladow the legal 
jieasi^il line is an insistent pnddem to-day, whii'h ought to be tackle<l 
iMddly in older that we miglit prevent the c-onHict luMweeii higher and 
the lower peasantry as has been going on in (ierinany and in Uuitsia. 
The dim rumblings of a pcnisunt class ci.nsciou.siieds, already audible 
in Rome juirts of India lietoken a crisis in our economic history nhich 
must now Ik» faced with caution and sagacity. 

Heal democracy in India is inc ompatible with the im reiiR«» of a 
class ol* landless jircdelariat . 7'he way towuirds Swaraj is a deviouR 
path but this clitHculty had not hitherto attracted the attention it 
• deserved, ri 2 ., that there c annot lie any true Swaraj, unless we had the 
imfj>er utilitcation and tHpiitable distribution of land resources. 

Maiivi EKRAMUL HUQ: 1 shall not indulge in the language of 
convention afid either shower praises on the lion 'hie* the Finance 
Member, or Hyinpathiw with him like* my friend Khan Bahadur S. 
Mahbddb Alev or heap abuses on his devoted head. I do not propose 
either to talk of the iniciuities of the Meston Award or the yet greater 
iniquitibs jierpet rated by the offic ials who have the knai k of dividing 
whatever,rooney they cfiuld save, for paying higher wages to Uiemnelveii 
and their Indian coniradeR, leaving very little or nothing to be teiunied 
to the owner — the people of the country. I iihaH not talk of Reforms 
and ite effect on the country, fihffice it to «ay that whatever meaHurea 
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of Uefonn« were undertaken 4 the past they benefited the few and 
not the many. I ho|)e I shall not be misunderstpod, I want Reforms, 
and more and more Reforms, and I want that these Reforms should 
mal?e the people supremo and bring Swaraj — the Government of the i 
by the peoi)le and for the peojile themselves. I had even deter- 
mined not to talk of the injustice and the iniquities that are beinj^ 
porj»etrated on the 95 ger cent, of the children of the soil by the 
zuniinduiH and the usurers, for I have talked and talked al)out these for 
the last four years, but with very little siu c ess. I know the harrowing 
tales of their ini.series seldom reach the Government and when they 
know <d these they have neither the will nor the |K»wer to lift their 
little finger to remedy these for drawing tlieir inspirations from only 
the unthinking portion of the landed aristocracy, and reinforced by 
their bulk, they have as in the iiasl, failed to (hi justice to the jieasantry, 
i^ spite (d the repeated demands (»f the ju‘ojde and some of their repre- 
sentaliveH, Though against my wishes, ] think it neceN‘'ary to come 
to the rescue of my frieml *Mi. K. Ha\ t'haudlniii and contn»vert the 
remarks made hy my friend Kumar Shlh Shekllare^^^ar Kay. The 
Kumar has said that as a nominated memlfei of this (’ouncil Mr. Ra\ 
t ’haiidhuri 1ms no busines.H to j»<»se himself as a ImntUnf or the raiyals. 
I<et me inform the Kumar that any ]»ers(tii who has the good o( the 
fMMisanfrv at heart is a handhu of the rai\ats and deseives their le.speet 
Mr. K. ('. Hay ('haudhuri is n(»l a parasite e\f*n if he does not j>a) income 
tux, wliib* the Kumar as a zemindar, pa>s ii g<Ktd deal. I may r(‘miml 
the Kumar Salieh that it is not his mone\ that the Kumar Saheb pa . > to ^ 
the coffers of the Government, but it is the money- the baial-earnerl 
money— <if the peasantry that be pays and Mr. K. i\ Hay (’haudhuri 
is as mueli interested in tlmt money as the Kumar Saheb is. Sir, we 
Imve bec'u told by Kumar Saheb tlmt hr‘ anil persons of bis elass InMume 
zemindars, us they purelmsed the /.(‘mindaries id' otliers and as such 
they are the rightful owners of what they possess. lict me point out 
that he rais<M|. a hue and cry in the Press as soon as he found Hhal a 
resolution was almut to be moved by my friend Babu Ilemanta Kumar 
Snrkar to the effect that a ('ommittee b(‘ formed trr inquire and rejiort 
a» to who were the actual proprietors of the soil — the zemindars br 
cultivators? What wa.s it in the resolution that set the Kumar Saheb 
thinking and made him tf» issue a frantic appeal to his brother 
femindars to unite against the tenants? Was it not the idea that if a 
(\>minitt«M» were fonned and an inquiry made it would lie founrl — -’proved 
to the Kilt^ — that the landed aristor'racy were not in fact the owners of 
the soil, while the l»oor cultivators were and are? If the Kumar and 
hia brother eemindars had come in as pun'hasers and they had poaseased 
the lands m purchasera from iJomoiiH who themw'lvea had absolutely no 
right over these lands, they could not rightly, equitably and justly 
jmsjiess any right or title to hojd these lands. But I am not one of thoao 
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who i« averse tp the ^rmanent 8ettlei«e|t. The^vil is there »ud I do 
not want to be initfUi^ms to the Eemiiutara; but a solution should Ih' 
found which should l>e equitable to Imth thtwiwrties. The Kumar h^s 
, said further that Mr. Kay (Umudhuri is not suiqmrteii in his pleadin>rH*by 
the representatives of the tenantry. He forjrets what 1 and others 
(lid and said in the Council for the last four years; and even to-day 
the flood-#?ate of oratory would have hurst h^d not many inemla^rs 
b(»en under party discipline. 

Sir, memWrs have talked alsmt the heavy toll, prevent ihl*' di^eases 
levy, year in aiid year out, on our kith and kin and I shall not dilate 
upon that. Ihit I shall very earnestly draw the attention ol the 
House to a matter l>efore wliich all these pule into insignificance, 1 
mean free an*d compulsory education. I ask (Joverninent ainl the 
peojde to (‘oiisider if they should not all at once make arraiqrenu*nts to 
edmaite every man from tl years of a^e to (JO. Those in lliitam, aii^ 
those of the Kritons wlio are here and who rule over the de-itiny of 
India, say that they are trustees of the peojde. Hut how li:i\e tliey 
(lischar^red tlour tiust!" Have thev mmle their v%urdsto understand their 
own inter H a\e they nuoh* them fit to offer their jrnilefiil thanks to 

their triisees for the care the\ have taken of their belong. n;:s |<ir the 
^J•ace of alxuit two renturies? I am .sine (io^eininent would renlixe 
tlml they liuve not disehar^'eil their iluties properly, and tliey stand 
condemned hefoie the woihl. and what is more Indore their couscienie. 
for their i uljaihle nej;iect in that diieetion. Hut tliev sluBild In* 
;<par;fi|?Iy condemned and e^en exeu^ed, foi, we Indians who are the 
intellip'iitia of the country, stand thrice condemned for not 
this (juestion our side attention. lsM>k at the rniver.sity. the tolhqrcs, 
the hostels, the Darhhunpi huildinjr, the ]>ost jrnuluate liejmrtmenl of 
the Tniversity, the exjiensive Chairs that have l>een founded one of 
which is adorneil by an Hon’ldc .Memb<*r of this (’mincil, all jadnt to 
the conclusion that our countrymen consider edm iitioii to he (he juojierty 
of ftie few and the fruits of education their sole |»atrimon> . Is it not 
dejdorable that administrators hi^h and low, Kuropeans and Iiidiann 
all talk almut the denuKratisution of kriowledjfe and in the same hreath 
issffe frantic ayqieals for fumls for the jMist jrraduate departments only. 
The ajipeals from Heiiffali jreiitlemen are umlerstaudable for they have 
friends and relations to jirovide in (he various departments, hut it is 
unthinkable why Kuroptmns should Imcome their dam ir^ pupjwts and 
instead of taking uji mass education as their war cry, should lie whin- 
ing for class benefit. I do not din ry higher education. Higher and 
yet higher education we must have, hut we must not 1 k» develojung 
only a small limb and negle<*t altogether the whole bcidy. 

I woi/ld on behalf of the dumb millions of nay rountryineg gpjieal 
to Government and the thinking jHirtion of our countrymen to think of 
tha mmsm and the roaases onlj. Bring .them to light and all the 
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pestilential diseases that now prey upon them w^l vftnish with the 

darkness of ignoranoe. You will be able to cut down a very large 

[Kfi*(ion of your ex^jeiiHes oh the Nation Saving Department, for, which 

knowledge the nation will know how to save itaelf. 

The English people shall have nothing to fear from the educated 
masses. Oraiitude is the chief ingredient of the Indian character and 
Indians w’ill take care ol the British interests as they would take care 
of their own. You may say you ha%e no money. In this connection 
may I ask the Ilon’ble Mr. Donald to inform the House as to the 
extent of India’s indebtedness!^ As no answer is forthcoming I think 
1 may l)e fairly correct if I say that it runs into many thousands of 
(Idles of rupees. Will the (bivernment be altogether br.nkrupt if it 
were to take a loan of Ks. 2 crores every year for the space of 10 years 
only and start day and night scIkmiIs for young and old alike for every 
two villages in the land!" This will educate the }»eople within five 
years, and rest assured the musses will never let their benefactors down. 
As 1 think mass education is the ohIn remedy for all our ills, I bring 

this to the notice of (jovernment witli all the earn(*stness I can command. 

. ( 

SHAH lYED EMDADUL HAQ spoke m Bengali. The English 
translation of which is given below: — 

Sir, for the last four years I hav«* ju)int(*d out s(*veral def(‘(‘-^s in the 
budgets jind asked for their amendnumt . but ha\<* they evtu been ameml- 
ed y Tlie failure of the sugge.stions iejM*atedl\ made has filb'd me with 
shum(‘ and what (dse is it but a rnattei of shame also foi (ioM*i nment !" 

“ Water always takes a downward (’ourse ” as the (H)et has said. 
Similarly the {leasant occujiying a low<‘r level as rt‘gards edm ation and 
iU'onomic condition, the current of sufferings and {»ain flow.s down to- 
wards him. It is not an exaggeration to say that in th(‘ budget no 
littiuition has Ikmui {siid to the nunoval of the wants, inisern>s and hard- 
ships of them and their villages. It i.s the |M*usant who su[)pliei^ fc^d 
and (doth to the world, hut they have no food in their stoinaidis, nor 
any eover on their backs. He comes preinaturelv into the grim jaws 
of death on acc(»unt of poverty, want of food, disease and grief. Njo- 
ImsIv turns bia ©yes towards them!' Mun\ a memher has Immui returned 
by their votes, but the minds of liow ninny of tbe.se inernl>ers now turn 
back tow’ards tjliem ^ And when high (i(»verninenl officuiis go to the 
mufusKnI. are not their visits eiitirel.v taken up with sight -.seeing in 
towns and cities and dinner iJartiesy Have they evei seen the deplor- 
able (diidition of tbe villages y 

Though the ratyats are the produt'ers of fiKwl and cloth, they do not 
in fact enjoy what they produc'e. It is not an exaggeration to say that. 

^ roughly 8|»eaking, one-third gm*s into the jHaket of the land-ownera, 
one-third is s|ient in payment of ()ilferent taxes fur the salaries of tbe 
chaukidars, the jadice and other Government officers, and to meet 
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various other expeiit^fs, hiu h a8 the uonta of Inw-suUs, Htainpn and roiirt- 
feeSf railway and Hteainer faren aiul ferry ehargt^H and oia^third f^oea 
into the coffers of diffeivnt classes of men. such as the money denderS» 
pleaders, muktears. merchants, carpenters, hlacksmiths, etc. A larffe 
number among them pass their days often without two meals a day. 
without any warm clothing in winter and by borrowing money, the debts 
of most of the villagers now ecjual to the vahie of their juoperlies. 
And many among them are comjHdliHl on this uccunint to esca}>e to the 
hills having lost their houses and lands. In every direction the |mth of 
ruin of the raiyats is paved. Only the foreign merchants make profit 
from the jute of Bengal. The Oovernment of India also get large 
revenues from various taxes. But the gam of the raiyats is that they 
are approaching death, by being uttacke<l b\ malaria and other tliseases. 
The cause of this wide pievalence of diseases is that on account of 
jute-steeping the (dimate of the country has Isuoine vitialeil. Some- 
thing might have been d(»ne towards improving the sanitation of the 
villages if (ioverninent gave a iMirtion of the revenue they make from 
jute. But no steps have been taken in that direction ; on the contrary 
there is tke demand of the India (Jovernment of sixty-thret‘ lakhs of 
ruiM*es,chargeald<‘ on the levenues of Bengal, and over and above in the 
eagerness to give effect to the recoinmentlatioiis of the ls»e (’ommission. 

1 feelValled upon to mak<* a few observations u|Km the passage at 
arms during tin* budget discussion between two of my ctdleajgues in 
Jhis il<iii.se on the subject (d the relations lad ween land-holder and ten- 
ants. M\ fiiend tlie Kumai Sahib should remember that 1 loo am a 
zamindar and a voter of the lanilh«d<lers’ constituency and that my 
interests are bouml up with the interests of the xamindars. But I 
cannot by any means refrain from s|KUiking out what is just, and as 1 
have l)een elected by the lulti valors and have lM*en returned to the 
House with the largt‘st number td Moslem votes in all the districts of 
Bertlfula silence in the present instance will amount to treat hery. From 
the Vetlit age down to the end td the Mughal rule it was the ( ultivafor 
who was the real proprietor of the land. That jiroprietary right has 
beeti taken away by the Permanent Settlement. At the time of the 
Settlement the landholder enjfiyed merely a tenth part of the rent 
collections paying alxiut per cent, as (tioernment revenue, hut at the 
pre.sent time fliat income cd the landholders has incTeasc^ many times. 
From the figures given by Kumar Shib Shekbaresw'ar Hay it ap}>earH 
that the income lia.s increased more than four times (13 crores against 
3 crores of Government revenue). The revenue of Bengal is excessively 
high inVomparison with the revenue of the other provinces; it is nearly 
thirty or ,thirty-<me crores, out of whieh the India Goveriinient apj»n>- 
priate twenty and a half crores by way of taxation. It is a hict that 
the India OcTemmeut realise this amount of twenty crores and a half 
from the 4 crores and 70 lakhs [>eople* in Bengal, that is to say 
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U/ 4 . b per head, and 34 erores ^om the other 20 cVores of people in all 
all other provinces, that is to say, a little above & rupee and a halt 
p^ head; and this is also a fact that while the landholders pay three 
aijiAiH and six pies for every rupee of their income to Government, the , 
rest of the peo])le pay only half an anna for every rupee of this income. 

It cannot In? also denied that the cultivators of Bengal are .superior to 
those of the other provijn-es and that the superiority ivS due mainly t<? 
tlie Permanent Settlement. Even now the rent payable to the zamindar 
is (HJ an average a rupee or a rupee and four annas per hujha, while 
the rent is much higher in Government klms mahah. There is not 
sufficient reason to believe that the abolition of the Peritianeiit Settle- 
ment will he btuieficial and it is only the alien Government who are 
likely to lamefit by it. The India Government are makrtg a further 
demand for fid lakhs after approjniating ‘JO erores and a half out of 
the thirfv or thirty one erores of the present revenue of Bengal; who 
will l»e able to jnevent them if they approjniate also the income of the 
landowners after the abolition of the Permanent Settlements But 
slumld not we zamindars consi<lei the fact that while we are fortunate 
enough to live in luxury enjoying all the delicacies of the table there 
are human beings like (»urselves who, thuiigh prodmeis ot food and 
cloth, are still dying of disease and grief crying for tood!^ Wliile 
Government are imtsiders, we ladong to tlie country; if fioveinnient 
are not kind to these jioor peojile, why should we be annoyeil uhiui there 
is a tallp of giving something from oui share to these village pis)ple 
wlio are our fellow countrymen)' I nless we <an show some exanij)l« of 
such small sacrifices, unless we agree to >ufler a little temporary loss 
like this, what will be our condition when in future this almost lifeless 
peasant <‘(»niniunity will awaken. 

I have come nearly to the eml ot ni\ time of lo minutes and so 1 
shall give up this topic and finisli after dealing with a ti‘a other 
extremely imiMirtant topics. ^ t 

As the debts of th«‘ peasants have heavily increased and the rate of 
interest on loans is exorbitantly high, thev do not get any more loans 
from the Iiidiwu mouey-lcndeis. rnable to pna ure any loan they are 
comjielled to starve and grow weak, and Iwing unable over and a^Hive 
it to jiriM'ure seeds and agricultural implements they cau/^ot till their 
larnls jiroperly which contribute to the further ruin of the country. 

It is tiecessary for this reason to provide for sufficient agricultural loans. 
Governmetit have allotted nearly 3 chores of rupees for the nation- 
building departments; even if so much is not given, the establishment 
charges should lie reduced and money allotted for these works wdiich 
vitally affec t the raiyats. Sjiecial attention should be given tb sanita- 
tion. removal of tha scarcity of water, and prevention of suc'h diseases 
as malaria, etc. If the i‘«iiiit3ry is dejm^mlated what will bec-onie of tlie 



1926.] DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. U8 

* 

Govemnient and of^the land-holders y ^ore than a crore of ru|>e«s is 
allotted to educatioiia hut the grant for priinarv education is ijuite 
insignificant, (^oinjmlsory free prinuirx education is urgently retjuiml 
so as to oj>en the eyes of tile rural people and t<» enahlc them to dc|»end 
on themselves against others. The scdunds and itdleges in t)ie town do 
iiol help to bring about the real salvation of the rural |>eople; they art' 
only j>aving the path ftir servii'c anti slavery and are Un'toning instru- 
mental in the .sale of conscience to a class, community or imlixitlual. 
Arrangement has liecn made whereby iiu»st of tlie t iiltivutors can, by 
their notes, send rejnesentatives to the lit'gislatite t'ouncil and other 
public iKidies, but owing to their want t»f eilucation, real rejuvsentatives 
have l)een elected only in veiy few jdaces. It is for want of etluciUion 
that they fail to make gtHxl use of the small advantages given them 
by the Bengal Tenancy vVcl, on the rontrary they are dcicivctl by 
l>eifig given a rcccijM lor Hs. o when they have paiil Us. ‘Jo, When 
(iovernment can ha\e money toi the decoration oi cities ami the 
neighbouring places, and even f<»r !amil\ ijuarters for married ladice 
officers and l<»r tlie (i(»vei noi *s Bund, it will not do to say that they 
hu\e no •n(mc\ when hucIi liic *ind death pioldems are (tnnerned. It 
was promised that the majoi jMntion of the adtlnional revenue derived 
Irom the im lease ol the \alne ot stumps anti i <»ui t-fees would la* given 
for nat i^n-huiltling wtuks. hut it has not lM*en uctuallv thuie. It is 
alw'avs said tliut there is no mone\ . My time is up, the hell has rung, 
hut 1 j»ia\ i(M time to sa\ hiietl\ on a few urgent matters. • 

Ttwing tt) tlie hreai lies in the embankment of the rnei (iumti in 
Comilla, flood tH-curs almost e\eiy year wliich causes serious ilamage 
to crops ami agricultural work. Taxes hu\e been collected under (he 
Emlmnkment A< t and <m se\eral occasions 1 haxe askeil ipiestioiis wdth 
regard to it, hut 1 find that nothing has heen doni* in this mutter to 
which I thaw the attention oi the MemlMu-ind 'barge. Kasha, in 
Tif»pe,|u. is an extremely nnhealth> phn e. Aliimst all tdlit ers fall ill 
and are transferred to othei Hlatitnis. (itiveniineiit also admitttnl this 
in answer to inv inlei[»ellat ions uinl saul that Kasha would Iw* Iraiis- 
forred to BrahmanlMiria, Imt the transfer was not made. But if the 
Court (»f the Munsif is transferred from there, measures must U* 
adopted for saving the lives of the inhabitants <»f that place. The want 
of culverts itl the railway embankments is <»ne of the main causes of the 
unhealthy eoiidition of this place; ho sihm ial attention should be paid 
to the matter. 

A resolution of mine in rc*gafd to the dent iiiet ion of the* water- 
byauimh was pansed by this (^mm il. This waler-weed is ruining the 
eoiintrv. The sum iff twenty-five thoiisaiici rupees provided in the* 
budget is too small for the puriH»se. So more money should k* allotted 
and an attempt should l»e made simultaneously tbtoughoui Bengal, 
Recording to the resolution, to eradicate if, 
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Another reeolutioif moved fcy me asking for special grant for the 
education of the depressed classes was also passed and the amount of 
spch grant was included in the budget, but in the budget for this year 
th# money has not been provided for. But a grant should be made for i 
this purpose- 

The school established at Ccmiilld by Nawab Har Kannesa Sahebi^ 
to whom I am related, was made over to Govemment. In reply to the 
resolution moved by me for removing the wants of the school, Govern- 
ment admitted the necessity. Two years have passed since then, and 
I see that no money has Wn allotted for it even in this year’s budget. 

I hope that some provision f(»r help will lx» made this year. 

The Medical School at (Uiiftagong is another subject for considera- 
tion. On several occasions T asked (juestions and moved resolutions 
with regard to it. 'Fhough my lust resolution in connection with it was 
defeated by a narrow majority of one or two votes, Government admit- 
ted the urgency of the matter. T h(»])e attention will also be given to 
this. 

As T cannot hope to finish saying whui 1 have got to say aliout the 
copyists, the typists and other matters, I take my seat. But Wfnre 
taking my seat T say again that if Government have nr> desire Ut be 
guided by public opinion, would it not be pn'per for them not to mak(‘ 
such a pomjmuH display by holding thrhnrs ami majhxpK? 

Khan Bahadur MIRZA 8UJAAT ALI BEC: Sii. ti.o framing of a 

Budget is a difficult task, and, more often than iK)t. lather a thankless* 
one. The Government of Bengal are mit in a tlonrishing condition 
financially, and the Ilon’ble the Finance Member lias shown us the 
position with commembifde frankness, ami, if I ma\ say so, he has 
endeavoured to try an<l make Inith ends meet with considerable lalwur 
and ability. Still, the result is not wholly satisfactory, nor can it 
possibly l>e, under the uiifavouruhle I'ondition imptrsed ujkui the pro- 
vince by the Meston Award. This unfair levy should be suppreaa^ 
once and for all, and the House cannot but view with satisfaction that 
the Go^’eniment of Bengal are working strenuously to attain this 
object. 

It is true that very substantial savings were anticipated as the 
result of the activities of (he Bengal Hetrenchment Committee, but it 
roust be remembered that the savings would not accrue at once. 
Indeed, all ex|>ectatioiis under this head have been dissipated by the 
fact that salaries all round must increase under the new time-scales of 
pay for both the Indian and the European services. Tins js hardly 
the fault of the Finance Memher: the hill must be paid and the Budget 
has to provide funds for the pnr]K>se. 

We are all intensely inten^steil in the growth and prosj>erity of the 
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trand^iTed departnieiJts, and there is noo uncertaki sense of disap{>oiiit^ 
meni that more ha^ not been done. The Finance Member urges tliat 
it has not been possil?le to proceed further until the financial jmsiti^n 
» is more settled, t.e., until the remission of the provincial contribution 
to the Imperial Excheipier has lieen set ured. 

, This may l)e but it nui.st riot l»e forgotten that the nation is 
impatiently waiting to be lietter fed, lietter eilucated, improvetl 
industrially, and made to live under healthier and happier conditions. 
This is the giml whi( h the j>««ople hope for and which every Govern- 
ment strives, or .should strive, to att.iiii. (to the other hand, it is well 
to remember Inith in this House and lH‘>oiid it that Home was not built 
in a day. 

It is satisfactory to note that the grant for Education has been 
auj'inented by alniut 7 lukh^. This augurs well. The increase is one 
which, we hope, will expand fr<nu year to year until we reach ilie 
standards which jucvaii in (iviliMnl cmintries elsewhere. The prtjvi- 
Hions made for Fublii Health han, unfortuuatel\ , Ixnm reduced, and 
here I think the Houm‘ will share the regret of the Finance Memlier. 
t )ur province is unfort unatcl\ one that is swejit hy malaria and 
inundated with bad water. These unfortunate <•o 1 ulitions of life give 
rise to inan\ public ilN, and wi* should all like to see Hie organixations 
for bett#ring these conditions maiiitaineil and strengthened!. Agricul- 
ture i" allot !m‘i iinjx.rtant head, impdirtant to the millions of iH»ople in 
llei^'al who Ine by it and on it, Pres«»nt wtHnh must, lie sup^icnl and 
* impediments removed. Agin ultural e<lucatioii is, therefore, or very 
real importame ami should be pushed on as much as possible. The 
attitude of (ioM rnment in llic matter is, no doubt, sympathetic and an 
helpful as their hnami*s will allow. We earnestly hojie for better 
times in order that this important branch of the administration may 
secure its full share of the jiublic revenues. 

•] «>> not think I i an omit a tc»pic of great interest and imiwirtnnce J 
mean industries or in othet words, tlie establishment of technical w hoddx. 

. The Finamc Mi-thImt's remarks uioler this hduu! are somewhat short 
aitdl disnppdiint ing. He* speaks of a grant td» the ( alciitta 1)1 ind School 
for the construd tidin dif a building. d‘tc., and also d*f a provision for the 
construction of a Ud»sean h EalKiratory. 

The indiiHtrial dcN elopiiient of the province surely mfuans more than 
this. One has only to turn to Foreign Natiems, Is^tb near and diidant, 
to see what i1h»\ think of tiH-hnid’a! and industrial education, and the 
means^they adopt to spread and develop it. In Japan, for instam*e, 
there are high technid al M liinds at certain centres, while a Urge number 
of elein^'nlary sd hooN are spread all d>ver the country. The schools are 
of different kinds and impart knowledge in each branch, for example, ( 
agricultural, industrial, nautic|l. engine*ring, and so on. The course 
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of study extends to a long period. For the establishment of similar 
cmiditioiis in this country, patient organisation rand much money will 
1<? ^needed. We cannot hofie to get all we want in a day. The 
restnirces of the province must first be stabilized and freed from unjust * 
imjKists and, gradually, us we put our house in order, the Government 
will 1 m* able Ui find the money for our needs. We cannot do much 
wdth a Hinull cash balance and, speaking for myself, I feel bound) to 
exprcMs my apprec iation of the Hon’ble the Finance Member’s earnest, 
if partially successful, efforts to do wdiat he could in the circumstances 
to feed I lie transferred departments. It is safe to say that no party 
will be comfortable or satisfied unless and until the Meston Award is 
given its final (juielus by the Inijierial Government. The Bengal 
Government have sent up a very able representative in the person of 
Mr. Marr, and we anxiously await the result of the negotiation.^ now 
proeeeding. 

If Mr. Marr is unhappily not successful in proving Ilengal’s case 
for file final and permanent remission of the contribution, it may he 
necwsaiy lor this House to urge other measures for the consideration 
of His F.xcelleijcv the Governor in Council. 

Miulvi BAI^R MAHAMMAD; Sn, the hon’ble members will be 
surju'ised to learn that there is at lea'<t one in this House who has driven 
a plough w'ith his own hands to help his famil\ and to meet the 
expeiisef of his own edmution. From a cultivator to a j>leadpr of the 
(ti.stnct Court and tliem-e a meml)cr of tins distinguished House ^thi"* 
is the histoiy of the life of my humble self. So I m:i\ ask foi‘ some 
indulgence of thi.s asHembi) when I sjieak on the weal and woes of tlie 
villagers. 

The MemlM*r in charge of the J^olic c Depni imeiit said the other day 
** it is gratifying to me to find that in spite oi lurid speeches and 
writings, p(*ople in the iuufas.sal do, in fact, regard ‘he police no^ as 
oppre.ssius hut as protectors and thi‘V appiociate the advantages of 
living near a police station.” He refcurc'd to the most heated protests, 
by telegram or by memorial, against the alKdition of police stations in 
certain jiart* uf the province. Hut. vSir, I have a shrewd suspicion 
that the |Mople of tlie loc'ulity must have* Ihmmi made to do so by tlie local 
guardians of law and order. From personal experieiu'e xA police in 
my distric t I e Sn assert that people will daiiee to death if all the jiolicp 
stations were alndished one fine morning. 

In a country where the executive Government is not res|Kmsible to 
the pcHiple it is mon.strous to iiirrea,se jadice expenditure, I think the 
experienee is ^neral, if not universal, of police rot behaving well with 
the public'. In a law rase in which T appeared for the defenc'e the 
witnoiMes for the proserwtion broke down under cross^xa mi nation . 
The result was that not only fhe witnesses but also myself incurred the 
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of the investij^atiiig oflieer and the lusipector in charge had 
the audacity of thrt'ateiiiiig loy n^lulioiis with due rouRHiaeui*e if I 
ctmt inueil to defend the lurused. 1 may tell the House, Sir, whut hi» 


Mr. PtlESIDENT: 1 will not allow you to bring a persouttl charge 
^ this kind against anybody. That I think is^not fair to the pcriton. 
You ciainot accuse un.\b«Hly in this Council. You may prulcst generally 
against anybody ’.s conduct but you cannot bring i»cr»oual charge* 
against anybody. Y'oii must withdraw that. 

Mulivi BA8AR MAHAMMAD: Very well, Sir. 1 spoke of the 
incident to the District Magistnitc but be was simply helpless. That 
is, Sir, where we stand with relcreiice to the police. Instances are not 
rar^in which trying Magisirutcs arc threatened in cases their decision 
are not to tlie liking ol the iiolice. 

Sir, 1 shall make certain ohscrvalions on the .\gricullurul lludget. 
lleing mysell an agriculturist 1 may laibUy allirm that this while 
elephant af a dciuirtmeiit lias no justifieation to exist and it does greater 
harm than good to the actual tiller of the soil. This department aets 
as the Intelligence liranch ot the Bengal Chamls-r of Comnieree. 1 he 
agricultural ofiicci- arc tl.cic to sui.ply statistics luid figures to the 
dei-artnient who h help the iorcigncrs in cxidoiting the agriculturist in 
a scientific manner. By juggleiy of figures a dehxit district A shown 
•to 1* a surplus distrnt ami food gi*ins arc c.\purted for the manufac- 
ture of into.M. ants. while the ,.roducets suffer from chronic starvation. 
.\ sum of Its. tl.ll'HI has uilottcii to improve the date-sugar industry 

of Bengal. Wc rume to leiiiii that this amount will Ih> spent in engag- 
ing an inicst.gating officer. So all the sugar of this allotment really 
goes to him and Bengal’s data-siigui imiustry sUinds where it has stood. 
If ihe (ioveriiment had Imught date-sugar worth this amount and d.s- 
trihute'd die .|nanm> am.mgsl the hon’hle memiHTs of this House the 
money would have gone to the prodneers who wouhl thus 
■ iuilireetly eneouraged and we . ould have a taste of what yet could he 
J.rodueed from the dry dale trees of Bengal. 

Sir the thousand and one maladies the nation is auffering from are 
only the svm’pton.s of a disease. -Y few lakhs have Umn given to the 

not tBe disease (>it at the root of all evils and all the symptom# will 

duappear. ,1.* 

Any amount of taxation to remove the crying ne^ of dnnking 
water will not help us. According to the estimate of Mr. 0. S. Du 
17 crores of rupees are necessary to remove the water 
The toUl income of the Government is »nly about 10 crores. th< 
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golution lies not in taxation but in reviving the 'ancient ideal at sink- 
ing tsnke and welle by individuals as an act of ^idty and in maintain- 
igg the full and unchecked flow of rivers during the rains for the 
irrigation of the country- 

The crime against rivers, hills and trees, and the robbery of the 
soil in the interest of foreign exploitation are alone responsible for 
all the scourages devastating our country. The disturbance of nature’s 
law and order near the sources of rivers must be stopped at once. This 
will save us from water scarcity, floods, famine and malaria. The land 
will be fertilised and with improved methods of agriculture greater 
outturn will bring health and wealth to every home. 

Cholera, which is responsible for several lakhs of deaths in the 
province, appears in an epidemic form in the villages chiefly owing to 
the scarcity of pure drinking water. 

The problem of phthisis and leprosy has to be tackled. Dr. Muthu, 
the greatest of phthisis specialists, says that injections and medicines 
would not do any good; the increase of vitality is the only cure he has 
prescribed- 

Prof. liadhakamal Mukherji says that the increase of lepi^nsy in the 
rit'e tracts of Northern Madras, Orissa, South-west Bengal and the 
Deccan is connected with the exhaustion of soil and the deficiency of 
food values of rice grains. * 

Dr. i'idwin Muir says: “ In the middle ages leprosy was as common 
in England as it is in India to-day, but about 3(MI years ago it gradually 
disappeared as an endemic disease. There was no specific to stamp 
leprosy out of England; its clisappearanre was due to the impren’ed 
general conditions of lib* — better food, better sanitation, better hous<vs.” 

Ihe need of the hour is stimulating the people’s mind to solve their 
own problems by the enunciation of bold economic [Kilicies based on the 
traditional methods India had evolved through the experience of the 
ages tested in the light <»f nuMlern knowledge. That alone wEl solve 
the problem — no consideration of pound, shilling, and pence, or the 
refusal or reduction, according to usual methods, will do us any per- 
manent good, 

Adjourtmlant. t 

Bahu Cham Chandra Das then began to address the House, when 
Maulvi Ekramui Huej drew* attention to the fact that there was no 
quorum. On a count being taken, there was found to be no quorum 
uud the House adjourned (1-10 r.M.) till ,3 r.M. on 2nd Maix‘h, at. 
the Tow^ Hii)l, Calcutta. 


f 



QUESTIONS. 


Ill 


ProoMliigi ^ tkb Btngjii L^slative Ooufioil iimwtil id undir ilit 
prowisiofit of tiio Covornmifit of Indio Aol. 

• Tiik Council met in the Council ChamW in the Town Hall, (\ilcutta. 
on Monday, the 2nd March, 1925. at 3 p.m. 


Prooofit: 


The IIonMde the Prt'sident in <he ('hair, the four Ilmrhle Meintn'ra 
ol the Executive Council and 94 nominated and olecttni ineml>en». 


Time for tending in nottoet of mofiont for roduoUon of grontt. 

Mr. pIieSIDENT (the Hon'blo Sir Evan Cotton): 1 have Wn 
conHiderinp the arrangeraont with rejrard to the time for M^ndin^ in 
notices of motions for reduction of jfmnts. What I projwwe to do U 
this. In^regarti to the nwrv«^l side, the date already notifiiHi will 
stand, namely, the Tth of March. With n^fanl to the iranaferA*d aulw 
jectsf the date alrea<ly notified, Uie Tth March, stands only with rogwrd 
to motions for reduction of items in the KTant, hut in rt'gurd to motions 
for reduction of the total arrant for any transferred de|«irtment, and for 
mluction of the items relating: to the demand for salaries of Ministers, 
the time w’ill 1 h» extended for so long" as is necessary to allow memliers 
t(* fahle their motions in these matters, after consideration of the 
f>ersonneI of the Ministers when the apiM>intmonis have been announocsl 
hy HiseExcellencv, I will have u rin*ular sent round to members as 
Hfjun as I am able to fix a date. The Council can take it from me that 
I will give th<* longest time |s>ssible with reganl to this matter. 

As we have c<*rtain supplementary' demands this aftemmm, I pro- 
|K>se to close down the discussion on the Budget |K)mewher»» alsmt 
54^ p.if., so Miat the Hon’ hie the Finance Memls^r will ha in a fsisition 
to reply, and after we adjourn at 6 o'clock, wc can take up the demands 
for BUQidementary grants immediately after. 


Maulvi NAnfVDDiv Ahmeo ujade an affirmation of his aUegiaiice 
to the Groirn. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Starred Questions 


[2irD Mah. 


(to wMoii oral answers were given). 

Houso^earohes at Daoea. 

*XXXVII. Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble th^ 
Member in charge of *the Police Department be pleased to state in 
reference h> the searcheH made in the houses of Babus Mpnoranjan 
Banerji, pleader, Narendra Mohon Sen and Pratul Chandra Ganguli 
at Dacca — 

(i) the time of the day when the searches were made; 

(li) whether the search parties were attended by seart'h witnesses; 

(in) if so, what are their names, addresses and position in life; 
^ and 

(iv) whether in carrying out their searches, the police broke open 
the d(M)r and entered the zenana of Babu Monorarijan Banerji 
at a time when no male inemlxirH were present in the house? 

t 

(h) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that tlie |K>lice officers ami conKtabl(‘8 entcn'd the house of 
Monoranjau Babu without offering their persons to be se/irched by 
anybody ? 

(c) Is it not a fact that when Mrs. Banerji protcsteti against^ their 
conduct in forcibly entering the inner apartment e8|H3cially when nl> 
male members were present, the police officer or a jHilice officer pointed 
n loaded revolver at her? 

MEMBER in ohurgv Of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Sir Hugh Staphenson) : [a a) Pratul Oanguli’s house 2-dO tfi d r.M., 
Narendra Mohon Sen’s house 2-40 to d-dO r.M., and Mo^orvJijan 
Banetji's house £r(«n 2-d() to d r.M. 

(«) Yes. 

(tit) Otmtnrnent do not consider it in the public interest to publish 
the names of the search-witnesses. 

(if*) The fHflice did not' break open the door of the house. As the 
inmates did not answer a retjuesi for mlmittance a head constable 
climbed over the outer wall and opened the door of the yard from 
inside. The inner clfH)r was found open when the yard was entered. 
There were no mule meml>ers presimt when the house was searched. 

(6) The Additional Superintendent of Police with the Inspector and 
his personal guard did not wait to offer their persona for search ai 
they were informed that some one was escaping over the back wall, 
and tha quickest way to reach the spot was through the house. Wheii, 
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bow^r, tbe house was formalljr gearrbed sboHl^ afterwardt, the irhote 
•eardt party offeredHheir persons for search. 

(c) No. 

HomMatroh of Babu Pratiil Chtfidn CinguN ot Daooi« 

*XXXVIIIa Mfa 8e Ne HALOARs Will tjie IIou*ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be please<l to state whether it 
is not a fact that — 

(t) at the time of making a forced entry into the house of Babu 
Pratul Chandra' Ganguli at Da<'ca in the almmce of all male 
mijihbers of his family, Pratul Balm’s sister or «>me lady 
was pushed aside by a police officer, when the lady came 

^ forward to protest against the entry into the stmana; and 

(ii) the old mother of Pratul Babu was threatened with violsttce 
at the point of a revolver if she did not remain quiet? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HUGH 8TEPHEN80N: (i) There was m> forced 
entry. The police entered the house in the pn»s<»nce of search-wit^ 
nesses and of one Birendra Nath Ganguli, a resident of the house. 
No lady was pushed aside by any prdice offi('er. 

(ii) No. 

Bud^ait of the Covormnont of BongiU for 19Z5-26. 

The general discussion of the Budget was then resumed. 

BiEmi CHARU GHANDRA 0A8: Sir. the honTde tuemlicrs who 
preceded me in thi.s Budget di.scussion have dealt with almost all its 
outstanding features. There n*main.H very little for me to add to what 
they have said. There is the usual Htuteiiient of want of funds from 
thJ Gh\*emnient side and tbe usual cry of watit of attention and inaih^ 
quate allotment to the nation-building de{KirttuefilH from the other 
side. 

* I am unable to congratulate the IIonTde the Finance MeuilH^r cm 
the Budget in presenting which he made such an elalH>rate and elmjuent 
speech. ^ 

Had not the amount of the Mestou Award been %raived by the 
Govc^ment of India the financial {losition would have been more 
unsatisfactory. But this gain has saved tbe situaUrm to some extent 
at lea{|t. The Ctmncil is not going to sanction any more new taxation 
at least before the recommendation of the Taxation Inquiry (>>mmittee 
now sitting at Delhi, is published, and the province in gt^eral and 
the transferred departments in particular will have so work under 
▼arious disabilities consequent^ want of funds. 
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Sir ProvaBb Chunker Mitter has clearly pointed out that the 
Oaverument did not take neceaaary steps to givp effect to the recom- 
iH^)ndatioDs of the Retrenchment Committee nor did they put in their 
utnfofft effort to secure more oonvenient terms in regard to financial 
arrangement from the Government of India. The result is that ver> 
little improvement in the nation-building departments can be expectei^ 
in the coming year. Xl^e provision made for sanitation and medical 
relief is scanty and though the suffering of the people from malaria, 
kala-azar, cholera and other preventible diseases will continue for want 
of more hospitals, and adequate arrangemente, the police force of the 
country who ore employed to protect the person and property only will 
enjoy the various amenities lavishly conferred on them. 

Primary education which is the most important factor in the build- 
ing up of a nation does not fare much better. Provision for a hundred 
additional primary scluAds in the villagas of Bengal is nothing more 
than a buck(^tful of water on a jMirched field. 

In a country where alxiut 90 ixsr cent, of the population is still 
illiterate the im|M)rtance of primary education cannot be overstated, 
and the primary duty of the Goveniment is to make primary ^‘ducation 
accessiblo to every individual. The Budget did not disclose an intense 
attempt on the part of the Government foi this all-important matter, 
and I am at a loss to understand how the Minister in charg-> ol the 
Education Dejiartment, when appointed, will pacify the country in this 
matter iti the face of this inade({uate provision made in the Budget 
in this direction. The Budget after all will not give the Ministers 
the notmsary facilities to discharge their duties to the country satis- 
factorily and the unpopularity of the Ministry may almost be predicted 
whatever its personnel may be. 

The next iiu|>ortant feature of the Budget seems in my mind to b<> 
ita almost ignoring oi the presence of the so-called depressed or back- 
ward classes, in the matter of educational facilities— both generp] md 
technical — whose numW is about 1 crore and 49 lakhs out of a total 
Hindu iwpulation cif a little more than 2 cn>res, and whom I have the 
privilege to represent. In order to nxilly help and encourage the sprea<l 
of educjitiott imongst the backward class, a suitable jirovision should 
be made in the Budget for granting especial scholarships, freeships, 
etc., for the boys of the backward communities, as has already b^n 
made in the calie of the Muhammadan bo^^s. As otherwise the back- 
ward community boy# stand verj* little chance of securing scholarships, 
etc., in open competition with the more advanced boys of the higher 
class Hindus. ' 

In short my point is that there should be some sort of c special 
arrangemaots .or provisions made in the case of the backward class as 
a whole on the same lines as have already been made and are being 
made in the case of the Muhammadan 'boys, seeing that the existing 
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conditicm of things jinder the commcMi name of Hindus or naii*Muhaiii- 
madaus is extremely disappointing. The Hon*lde the Finance Member 
i-i surely aware of the fact that this Itackwanl class, who form |!fe 
•overwhelming majority of the ]>opulniion of the province amongst the 
Hindus, is labouring under many social disabilities, one of which is 
tjie reluctance or refusal on the jmrt of the higher class Hindus to admit 
them into the hostels and l)ourding houses. Th^ students of this liack- 
,wanl ctoss are, therefore, sufTering great inconvenieniH*H in thi^ mattor 
of higher education as though the college's in im|ioriant wliicHtional 
centres will admit them they (*aniiot se<*ure accommodation nt a 
reasonable cost, ami the doors of the various Government hostels are 
closed against them. I undei stand that then* is a small hostel in 
Amherst Street, ('alcutta. subsidiml by the (loverument hut the |m>vi- 
sii^.i there is (|uite inadequate to imH*t the growing demands of the 
studbnts of this class sei'king admission to the ('alcutla collegf*s. Not 
to make further j)n>vision for them in this resj><*et not only in (Calcutta 
hut also in other iHlucatioiml centres in the pn>vince means a denial 
to them of tin* U^nefits of higher inlucation, and 1 jx^rsonally kmiw of 
students jrho hud to give up the idea of prosecuting their studies 
tor waut of a suitable accomimMlation at a reasonable I'ost. The Budget 
seems to Ik* silent on this imiM>rtant matter, though provision has Iwn 
made for^hostel-acccunmodation of many other classes, the numlwr of 
some of which are insignificant in comjMirison with the iKipulatinn who 
are termed backward, sutfering from vurunis soc’iul disabilities.* I find 
/iom*the Budget estimate that tbe grunt to the Kalimiiong Humes has 
Iksmi iiuTeuscd by Hs. lO.tMMb A provision of Rs. 10,000 has lieen 
made for the construction of a barnick for Anglo-Indian students in 
the Bengal Engineering ('ollegf*. A sum of Hs. 01,000 has been 
provided for a new building for the Kntally ()rj>hanage. A hostel for 
Muhammadan students is g»)ing to U* built at’ Chittagong at a cost 
of Hs, 82,000. The Barisal (lovernment High School has been foKuaate 
in ^m^ing a grunt of Hs. 14,0(K) for the extension of its hoviteU for 
Muhammadan students. The Muhammadan students of Hajshahi 
» are going to Ijc pnividwl with a fund of Hs. 6,000 for the progress of 
construtdion of their hostels there. And various other schools ond 
(olleges Imth for l>oys and girls have Iwn fortunate in securing various 
grants, not quite illiberal, in comparison with the total cost for 
education of the pnnince for additional accommodation ffir their Hindu 
students. The Council must be aware of the fa<d that these acconim<»- 
dations provided in the varicsis educational institutions in the name 
of the IHndu students are enjoyed by the higher class Hindu students 
only nnS the students of the backward class are scmptilously shut out 
from these hostels. I*do not grudge the facilities granted Jo these 
institutions mentioned above and I congratulate them on their good 
fortune in securing these facilHies; but jit the same time I fail to 
understand why the backward classes o( the province who out^number 
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the higher cla^s Hindus and form about tliree-fpurths of the total 
Hindu jK>pulation in Bengal have been relegated in this way to tlu» 
cold shade of neglect. 

i 

The progress of the country largely depends on the education of 
the masses and this sa*called deiwessed class forms the great mass 
the {X)inilation. TJnlesi far ilities are given to this class in the matter 
of education real progi-ess of the country will be jeopardised. There- 
fore, I earnestly reciuost the Hon'hle the Finance Member to consider 
if a suitable provision in the Budget can 1)0 made to give facilities 
to the students of the backward community in the matter of accommo- 
dati(»n in all big educational centres of this province. There is still 
time for doing so and I hoi>e I have not drawn the attention of (he 
Government in this matter in vain. 

Bibu 8URENDRA NATH RAY. Sir, for the last three working 
days we have beard a good deal alK)ut the provincial contribution of 
Bengal. The heavy burden ot b.’i lakhs of rupees was removed 
from our shoulders, but we have boon told that it has h^em taken off 
only for three years. When a burden i'i taken off only for three years, 
t,e., temporarily, the result is that neitlier (Tovernment nor the nieniber« 
of this (’ouncii eould suggest any improvements in which ^here will 
be recurring expenditure, because unless we know our fiiiaiuial posi- 
tion eo'Vrectly, we I’ould not launch upon any gicat undertaking. It 
is, therefore, our duty to agitate not only for the total remission oS 
this contrihulioii, hut, also, ha^ been sug^c^ted b\ my irieiid Sir 
Provash riiunder Milter the other <lay, we must try to have a shoe 
out of the export duty on jute 1 {>ut this .suggestion heloH* Lord 
Mesion when lie came to India and whtui 1 was deputed by tlie Gov- 
ernment of Bengal as a witnev'S Ixdoie tke Meston (’oiiirnittee. I then 
said “ thi.s may neia^ssituti* the duision of such |Mution of revenue 
fn>m Indian cmstoins (or puiposoH f>( adminislrariim. thougii'*lert a« 
a HubjtM't of Indian legislation; we projMise, theiefor«‘, that the ex[)t)rt 
duty on jute should 1 h» separated from the Fustoins pro|)(*r and pro- 
vincial That was in the lM*giiining of Then, again,' in 

July, 1920. I moved u rt\solutu>n in this (’ouncii in which I said that 
the export duty on jute should also Ih' given to Bengal, Wcause it 
wan not an imomc from (histoms. us had knui erroneously suggested. 
Again, on the 19tii February, 1924, I moved another resolution in 
this Council in which I said that l.ord Meston thought that fo give 
Bengal the piwmis of the jute exjHirt tax would be eijuitaWe and in 
consonance adtb Bengal’s sentiments. It will l)e our duty to carry 
on the. agitation not only in the Ijegislative AiAembly, but also before 
Parliament and the Se<Tetar>’ of State, because this export duty on 
jute is our just and legal due. In 1920, when I gave my evidence 
before the Meston Committee, the expert duty on jute was 2,38,00,000; 
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no* ft i« nearly 3^ crorw of rupees. It i» a purVlv provincial nrvenue. 
and M such we have# fair, equitable and just ri^ht to claim it. 


There is one matter in connection with this Budget which I wtni 
to point out and it is this. We are very thankful to iiovernment for 
having increased the pay of teachers in secondary schools. They are 
a very poor class, having no additional inconu^ like many other officers 
of Gqyemment whose pay has been increa.Hed* to a ver> large extent. 

There is another point which my friends have not notif cd proliably 
because they devoted their attention to criticising the Hon’ble Mr. 
Donald’s speech and not the Budget itstdf. I df> not know wliether 
this portion (page 49) of the fmancinJ statement has attracted, as it 
ought to hare, the attention of my friends. 'Hiere you will find that 
a system of charging fees from out-isitients and inqsitients of the 
[}m'emment hospitals in (Vlcufta was intnxhiced from the Ist January, 
1923, and from the same month the rate.s of realised from the in- 


[mtients in the Presidency (leneral and the ('alcutta Medual Pnllege 
Hospitals were niiseil. From the 7th Jul\. 1923. however, the reali- 
mtion of fe<*.s from out-imtients was diHiontinued. The riMilisution of 
ees frofh the in-ixitients of the (’ampUdI ami Samhhunafh Pandit 
Hospitals has l>een discontinueil this year, hut the jiayahle by the 
in-patients of the MiMlic'al (’ollege Hospital have Ihmmj made optional. 
I wouI(k .suggest that thesf» ffM*K should Ik* abolished altogether. 


Then* is another [s)inf which has not lM*<*n dealt with by any one 
in 4his House, nor is it lo be f<mnd un\ wheie in tile Hndg(»t estimates, 
and if is this. It is pnibably Itiiown to many of my friends that there 
Was an Agrif ultiiral (’ollege at SalHUir in Bhagnlpur to whicli tlu* Gttv- 
ernment of Bengal used to make a substantial (ontriliution. The 
students of that collegi* wen* mostly Hf'ngalis, I mean resiifents of 
Bengal, but this college has rerently U*en aboliHhi*d. Bengal ds on 
agricultural (vnintiy. Is it not our duty to ask Governm**nt to <»stah- 
lifb Ffi agricultural college in this province i" 1 think Miolras has got 
an agricultural college of her own. If that lie so, and Bengal is more 
of an agricultural country than Miulrns, then why slonild we not insist 
Ufxin Government <*stablishing a (ollege in B**ngiily Government has 
now got the money and should licgin the work at once. It is a mvessity 
for Bengal, and it will offer employment to hundreds of our yining men. 

I would, therefore, suggest that, now that the Sabour Agricultural 
College ha« been abolishe<l, and the boys of Bengal liave nowhere to 
go to receivfi agricultural education, it is tlw* duty of Gfivernment to 
eatabl^h a good agricultural college in Bengal. 

t 

Kli^ ialMMllir Muilivi ABDU8 SALAM: Sir, I had no mind to take 
part in the general dismssion of the Budget frresentcHl by ITon'ble 
the Member in charge of Finance, as *it aeemed to me to be neither ^ 
a gladaome nor doleful Budgai, but a Builgt*! of mingled hope and 
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fear — a Budget of glorious uBcertaintiee and Synthetical schemes. 
And, therefore, if one had to speak of it, he would have to join in the 
chorus of mournful lamentation over the financial distress of 
Benfifa], once proudly known in the Moj^hul period as the jinattul hilad ' 
or “ paradise of provinces,'* but now reduced to the humble position 
of a supplicant for charity from the Government of India. .One might* 
be inclined to exclaim ill the language of the poet: “ Oh, the same, 
but now how fallen.*’ Yet with a Imld stroke of |>olicy and the desire to 
got out of old ruts, the financial position of Bengal might be retrieved 
and Bengal restored once again to its time-old jKwition of the premier 
Indian piovinoe, flowing with milk and honey and with its people 
immune from the deadly ravages of malaria, cholera and kala-azar. 
But the Budget sadly lacks any indication of any such bold stroke of 
jKdicy, and it is the old humdrum Budgc^t with income stable and 
oxpenditui-e swelling from year to year, especially in the Departments* 
of Police, liEW and Order. Yet the application of past knowledge to 
the present-day conditions might appreciably reduce the exi)enditure 
in the Departments of Police, Law and Order. Ijegislative action 
making every zemindar (us in Moghul ilays) rt^sponsihle for tbe main- 
teuanoe of peace and order in his estate wt)uld go a great way in this 
direction. The wholesale iin|K>rtation of western methods in the 
goyenianoe of tlie c<mutry is responsible for the growing exinyiditure. 

A gradual reversion in some matters to old indigenous lines would 
restore tile financial prosiwrity of Bengal. 

It is gratifying, though not selLreApecting, that the Government < 
of India has in a mcsAl of benevolence mercifully nunitted the provin- 
cial contribution of G3 laklis due under the Meston Award. This would 
tempoimrily cover the threatened deficit of 23 lakhs, and leave a surplus 
of 4(1 lakhs. I congiutulate the lion’ hie the Meml>er in charge of 
Finance on this windfall, and I trust he will now l)e in sufficiently goo<l 
humour to attend to any reasonaWe calls that may be made on 
purse. Fortified by this conviction, I now place bt*fore him certain 
construotive suggestions, as to how he may dis|>os€^. of the surplus,^ 
to the satisfaction of (he j^eople. I would suggest the allotment of 
10 lakhs io li»e primary education in the villagt^ of Bengal. Sir, 
whatever tinkering the new constitutional fabric may undergo at the 
top and on the surface, it will not be steady or stable, unless you take 
in hand the ha(Hs, nauiely, the masses representing the electorate of 
Bengal. Mass education, therefore, is of primary importance not only 
for the stability of the democratic fabric you are gradually setting 
up, but is essential few the progressive realisation of true resj^jusible 
Government. With 90 per cent, of the electorate steeped in ignorance, 
and prone to become footballs of wily mischief-mkers, drastic consti- 
tutional changes would spell disaster, and at best would replat^e the 
British authority by an Indian oligart^hy not responsibb to God or 
man, but to their own sweet antics. 
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I allotment of another 10 lakhs to the extenaion of the 

watei^upply and sani^tion to the villages of Henipal. It is nnneoee- 
gary lor me to discuss over again the suffeorings <if Bengal peaiwytts 
-during the dry season for absence of wholesome^ drinking water, nor 
need I refer to the havoc caused by cholera and malaria, owing to such 
^bsenoe. ^ 

I would also ask the Hon'ble the Member ib charge of Finance to^ 
i allot another 5 lakhs to the encouragement of secondary* and high 
education amongst tho Moslems of Bengal, who are oom|iara(ivel^’ 
poor, by support of more h(»stels and by giving mon^ scholarshiiM to 
desen'ing poor Muhammadan students. I [wess for the entxmrage* 
ment iii Mu|iainmadan education, not from any communal finding, 
but from the higher standard of true nationalism. The Hindus and 
Muhammadans have lived tog«*ther for over eight centuritm in (his 
‘ooudtry, and if it pleases Providence will so live togiHher fc»r generations 
to come and jointly and devotedly serve their common dear nittiherland. 
Therefore, the country as a whole cannot progress towards thi* realisa- 
tion of Swaraj, unless thes^' two gn*at communities are gradually brought 
up educakionally and economically to the same level. They are the 
two great com{K)nent elements in the Indian |>opulation, and one 
element cannot remain long healthy, if the other is unhealthy or 
decadent^ Therefore, I ap}^l canfidently to my hon’ble friends in 
the Swaraj parly in tho Council to aupport these suggestions. And 
with equal confidence I ap|>eal to the Euro|)ean element in the Council 
•to sfipi>ort it iHM'auso it is ii(f less to their interest,* gs they have 
invested capital in the country, tliat the whole %State should la healthy 
and progressive. The whole iState cannot la healthy, if 55 |M»r cent, 
of it are decadent and uu progressive, owing to the alsience of the 
healthy and invigorating hrei^ie and light of education. 

The remaining 15 lakh.s of the suiqdua 1 would suggest may la* 
Hpegt Government on other niatuie and sound stheiiies eotiiiected 
with nation-building dersirtnients. 

Sir, if the Hon'hh^ (he Memlar in charge of Finance accejiits my 
humble suggestions, he will not only remove the charge of irrespon- 
siveness so vehemently pressed the other day by my hon’ble friend, 
Sir Provash Chuuder Miller, but will at one stroke convert the Budget, 
which has be^n characterised by several hon’ble memheas as a Budget 
framed in the interest of classes and capitalist#, into a real |ioople's 
Budget. 

Lastly, I would express my thanks to the Hon’lde the Member in 
charge T>f Finance for alioting 3 lakhs for the Islamia CkiUsge in 
Calcutta which has beeb a dream of my youth, and in the fonj^ulation 
cd which idea in course of a pamphlet on Mahammadan education in 
Bengal, I had some hand some 40 years ggo, in aesooiataon with the 
late Ifawab Bah^ur Syed Amir Hossain, the then Beciwtary of the 
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Central National MnKammadsn Association. Moslems' tlianks are also 
due to His Excellency the Governor who laid foundation-stone the 
Other day. May the coiie^e be soon in working order, to the cultural 
progress of the Moslems and to the general benefit of the State. •• 

8AIYED ABDUR ROB CHAUDHURI addressed the Counc^ 

I in Bengal. • 

Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: At the fag end of this Budget' 
discussion, namely, on the fourth day, I have no mind to go into 
details, but I shall draw attention to some of the striking features in 
tlie luesent Budget. The Hon'ble the Finance Member has told us 
that there is a jxdicy in the Budget for 192b-26. It seems to me that 
there is one iK)licy and one poli<y alone, which pervades the whole 
Budget. It is tilie sacrifice of the massi's for the classes, it is- the 
catering ff^ the amenities of the favoured few and the cold shade of 
neglect for the distressed millions. The Hon’hle the Finance Member 
in his statement has drawn attention to the anxious interest which 
the Government has shown in. the transferred dpi>artments, apd as con- 
clusive evidence has refencHl to an item of IJ lakhs for the creation 
of the public health organisations. This amount is admittedly small, 
but I <lo not refer to that circuinstanc<‘ now. AVhat 1 reier to is that it 
is a pure jugglery and that it is no new expenditure at all. If you refer 
to page| 54 and 55 of the Budget, you will find that the ^^rant for anti- 
malarial measures has been reduced fr^iin Bs. 1 lakh to U>. .')t),()(>0, the, 
grant for anti-kula-uzar operations from Ks. 50. (KM) to Bn. 25,000, the 
grant for unti-sinallpox measures huN been reduced from B-. 50,(M)0 to 
Bh. 25, (KK); ho that this is no new expenditure at all. It is an instance 
of what they say suif^rstw fahi and mppnsxio rcri, and although 
I cannot compliment the Ilon’ble the Finance MemlxT on the credit 
that he claims, I cannot help (Mmiplimenting him on his clever conjurj'. 

You havf^ asked for polict' buildings, (juarters for married constahlea. 
nurses’ quarters, quarters for the Kntally Orphanage, and many 
other or new buildings for offitxTs. In most of these cases, ' 

you say th4t the present buildings are unsuitable. The Hon ’hie Sir 
Hugh Stephenson has told us and we agree with him that rented 
buildings involve some amount of discomfort and inconvenience. If 
the Govenimetit or the CAmncil had Aladdin and kis wonderful lamp, 
no doubt we would have provided these beautiful and splendid struct 
tures, but our resources are limited, and we have to choose. Have 
the Government any idea as to the magTiitude of the misigy, the 
sufferings and the distress of the millions in the rural areas? To them 
it is not a question of inwmvenience or discomfort, but to them it is 
a qtt€«l40ii of life and death. Have the Government any idea as to 
the magnitude of the havoQ that is caused by malaria and kala-axar, 
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the illiteracy prevaifing in the mufaesal and <he want of drinking 
waterf Can this mi^ry, this havoc be in any way compared to the 
discomfort and inconvenience that is attached to the o«-cupation of rented 
bnildingsP You want to tar-macadamise the roads of Calcutta, *but 
have the Goveninient any idea that in the rural area most of the roathi 
gre impasaable during the inaji>r iwrtion of the year? The 
framers of the Budget may know of the conditions in ('alcutta and 
the towns, but 1 ask them; Have they any idea of ihe conditions in 
the rural areas? Have they any information about this? If they have 
none, we have clearly told them what it is, and 1 put it to them which 
would they ctomse- the items that you have jiro|K)sed. or the items we 
have suggested? Whi( h in any resjamsihle or civilised (iovernment 
ought to have preference? You say that the increu-sed exj«>ndilure that 
you have proposed is of a non-ris urring nature and may 1«‘ met out of 
th^ surplus of previous years, hut have you considered what amount of 
non-recurring expenditure is needed for a fairly adei|Uute number of 
schools and dispensaries, tube-wells and tanks the rural areas? hour 
thousand unions are without schm.ls, and if you have to provide each 
union widh at least one schiH.l, that will re.,uire a non-recurring exia-ndi- 
ture of 40 lakhs. The majority of the unions are without dispensaries and 
even half a crore mav not Ik- ud«iunte for a fair nuinUw of dispensnrioa. 
The provision of 21 lakhs for water-supply is ho|ielessly inade.|uato. 

I represent a rural constituency, and I know bow kesinly the aliseiK^ 
<.f drinking water, the barest necssity of life, is felt in mi» distnc . 

. Tht^ provin,^- reiiuires 20 time»21 lakhs if any ndief ha. to In* affonle. 
ill this resixn t. You thus reipiire a noii-recurring extwndilure of 

II crores for primary eilucation, sanitation and water-supply «‘'>d 
not these lus-ds urg«>nt and injmudiate? Would you be justified in 
diverting a substantial i«.rtion of the surplus for purposes of luxury 
and certainly of b-ss iniiKwtaiice? There are also many other imtmrtani 
irrigatTon measures which you have not hiwi ut.le to take up for want 
of mSney. In this ugricultiinil province, this is a (|uestion to life am 
death to' many, and should this not la- given iirefonoicc ? Then, again 
you say that the problem of agricultural education is leceiving tbi 
attention of (lovenimenl, but when is this long-felt want to be removed 
You 1 ave asked for .‘1 lakhs in view of the abnormal fiolituail situation 
But is the employment of the extra Criminal Investigation Departmen 
a remedy for iJic evil? 

Jt appears that in the Education Budget you have asked for th 
inspectors about the same figure as that for the current year, 'nn 
demand was refuses! last year but restored later on by the Council. Th 
work that is done by these men is largely of a statistical nature, bn 
their wrvices mav be better utilised if they are attached ^o primor 
or high schools or groui>s of them for purposes of teaching an 
management. Many of the sfhools caimot employ mwi erf such stati 
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or qmliicstioDf and the improvement that is suggested may add con- 
siderably to the efficiency and strength of the sc^odls, which cannot he 
expected to result from work of a statistical nature. 

% tentative grant of Rs. 2 lakhs has been made in respect of the 
Calcutta University. More, however, will be needed if the University 
has to be placed on a solid basis. I may refer to one or two matters 
on the revenue side. The police revenue has been reduced b^ the 
amount of contribution which the East Indian Railway Company used 
to pay to Government till the Railway came under State management. 
This amount should now be levied from the Government of India, if the 
Railway requin^ the same sen^ires now, or the strength of the Railw^ 
Police should l»e rwluced. It is unfortunate that the jute mill in the 
Presidency Jail was closed down in December, 11124, and that this result- 
ed in a loss of revenue, but we have not heard thfe reasons why that had 
to be done. 

A charge is often brought against us, the members of the 
Swaraj i>arty, that we are Inmt upon a wholesale rejecti(>n of the 
Budget. We are not to blame for this, it is the treasury Benches 
who, by their example, have led the way. I must frankly express 
my conviction that the suggestions or criticisms of many c<f the non- 
official members of the Council are received with indiflFerence or scant 
courtesy and our attitude is largely the result of over — ahjciety on 
the ]mrt of the Government for a wholesale acceptance of the Budget. 
The Govfsrnment may be the repository' of wisdom. If that In* so, our 
presence here is of little use. We hirl another example, when ‘His 
Excellency the Governor, after the Budget voting last year, lestorcd 
the whole of the demands with the exception of that for irrigation. 1 
do not know why distinction was made in the case of irrigation 
demands; it may be that from the point of view of agriculture in this 
pn)viuee the nef'essity of irrigation is obvious. Another examj)le has 
also Wn recently set. Notwithstanding the unanimous verdict of 
country (he recommendations of the l^ee Commission have l>een ocrepta|l 
the conswiuent increase of salary is very substantially responsible for the 
preseui deficit. 

The fmillMt of the Budget must not act in a spirit of detachment 
from the people and their real needs and demands. Their duty is not 
to find how to cater fc»r the |avoure<l few and their luxuries and 
amenities, hut to acquaint themselves with the sufferings or the miseiy^ 
of the neglw'ted and distressed millions. You may appoint Mini/itors 
or you may find men who are eager for the Delhi ka Jfiddu. For ike 
information of my European friends I may explain what this expmsmoft 
means. In our vernacular it has an interesting suggestion, ru., it is 
disliked by Ikose who get it, but it is anxiously coveted by tKose who 
* have not iU But unless you change your point of view, the Reforma 
wiR be an absolute failure. ^ 
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Witb ih© deficit df 33 lakhs staring you in the face, the people in 
the finn grip of mahsna, kala-asar and many other ills that are causing 
havoc in the ccmntry, the extent 4if illiteracy prevailing in the mufasai^, 
the people in the rural areas crying for the barest necessity of drtnk* 
ing water, give up your present policy of exhausting the surplus of the 
past years or the people will bo justified in exclaiming ** Nero is 
fiddling.” 

Bdbu NALINIRAHMN BARKER: Sjr, tlie Swarajists have been 
ridiculed for steadily maintaining that the lleforms am a sham and a 
mockery and hence unworkable; hut wo find that we are having more 
and more converts to our views and I hope you will pardon me if 1 
take this oppfftunity to congratulate the Hon’hle Mr. Donald on his 
candid confessions that ” we cannot go on marking time and allowing 
the proceeds of our new taxation to be swallowetl up merely in main- 
taining the normal wants of the administration without making any 
jirogress or development ” and that under the present conditions of the 
finance arising out of the working of the Reforms there (^an he “ no 
hope of progTcws or development for some time to come/* It has 
always b^en obvious to us that no real improvement in the situation 
(an be ex{HH'ted when the Ontral Government swallows up at>oui 
21 crores or 70 fK»r cent, oithc revenues raised in this pmvince and 
of the remaining 30 p»r cent, only a few crumbs are left over to nus't 
the crying needs of/ the p4H>pIe, and that, tcsi, after jmnderin^ to the 
j»re^rential demands under the Irr-hot hunflfui^t entailing an annual 
* increase of about 7 lakhs in the expenditun* and for similar other itimis 
for keeping up the gramhmr of the administration. 

The iiresenl Budget cannot Ik* <*alled a people’s Budget for all the 
prominence it gives to the protection of the livesiof th(» |K*ople by si'tting 
up a iNimpi^red system of law and order, in face (»f the tragic' fact that 
the ptHiple have really no lives </r projierty worth the name. l"he rw'k- 
lest ejPploitation that has bt^en the one feature (»f the admifiistraUve 
policy of our lienevolent rulers, has made the people so many living 
» skeletons drained dry of their vital resources. 

I hope you will pardon me if even at the risk of tiring your 
jiatience I proceed to desctibe in a little more detail the condition of 
the people of our province if only to show thrft in making this lost 
general remark, I have been guilty of no exaggeration. 

The general death-rate in Bengal according to official statistical is 
still mqfe than 30 per thousand of the population, as contrasted with 
the defith-rate of England which is 11-4 in the year 1023. The rate 
of infant mortality itf Bengal in 1922 was 188 per thousand births, 
whereas in England it has been reduced to the minimum of 59 in the ^ 

1923. The people of this province are being carried of by vMiout 

• * 
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dweases (moat of whifth could have been prevented but for the callous 
indifference of our rulers) at the rate of more th^^n 14 lakhs a year 

of a little below four thousand souls per day. 

• 

There is no adeciuate provision for treatment or diagnosis or for 
measures of prevention such as the opening* of ** isolation wards for 
“ contacts," fc/r the free supply of disinfectants, the organisation o| 
(quarantine, effective cotitrol over food-supply during epidemics. Even 
in our urban areas there are no such institutions .as baby and maternity 
clinics or the like. As for the dispensation of medical relief in rural 
areas, a single chaiitable disi)ensar>* is intended to serve about eighty 
thousand souls or LIO .H(juare miles with very poor facilities for pom- 
rn unication. 

Asi for the education of the fieople, the percentage of literacy in 
Bengal is 10 as against 95 in Japan, 94 in the United Kingdom. and 
90 in the United States of America. Tin** average stm (jperit for each 
100 of the population for education is Its. 28 in Bengal, wher(‘a.s it 
is Its. 200 in Japan, Its. GSO in Great Britain. Its. 1,670 in Canada 
and Rs. 2,700 in the Unit(‘d Stat(^. Tlu^ avt^rage area served by a 
sch(Kd in Bengal is 2*2 ,s((uare miles, whereas it is *25 or 'a (quarter 
'8(quare mile in Jai>un. Out of a total mah* qH»])ulation of school-going 
age numWring over 65 lakhs a little ovih* 11 lakhs or 17 j^er (’ent, 
attend primary' schools in Bengal. 

Findlly, what do we find with regard to the economic and material 
conditions c/f the jKM>ple. Their condftion was aqdly despril^ed b^^ tlu^ 
late Mr. G. Subrainaniu Iyer: They are "living a life of chronic 
staivation and of thi^ most al^(‘ct ign(>ranc(\ grim and silent in their 
suffering, without ^‘st in life* without comfort or enjoyment, without 
h(»f>e or umhitioji, living beaiuse they were Imrn into dhe world, and 
dying b<*caus^\life could no longer lx‘ kept in the body." I’he average 
Bengali is "unable to clothe^ his whole body, but can at Ix'st barely 
manage to cover his nudity; ahd for this reason Mnbatmu Gandhi Jias 
taken to wearing th(' loin cloth us an omlxsliment of the dire 
of our people. * . • 

lie lives in hovels, imp<'rvious to light and air, with no protection 
against colder stonn. He sltH^fra huddlwl up on a bamboo mat wrnppt>d 
in his only kqntha (rags sewn together to form a (quilt), exqwsed to 
the inclemency of the .seasons, alw'ays the first victim of diseases likt* 
influenwi as wa.s admitted by the late Mr. E. S. Montague. 

To what art' we to attribute this miserable condition of our teeming 
millions? Nearly 70 per rent, of our rural population subsist on agri- 
culture and each has to maintain on an average 2 *5 dependents, be- 
sidoa himself, with the scanty yield of 2J acres on an average, whereas 
the average allotment of a peasant in ^England is 21 acres of land, i.e., 
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ti ii |pi i p il! yji i ^^ iffiBritw tmrn <• m b|#Uk' iUMpil^" 

^mr If'. Tuvamny*] Fnn&iit of iho 

ike ftimrage muiiiaI imxime fier eii|»ti« of an 
k MIIm ^ with Ra. 720 Olid Bi. 850 of tlk |iio|»ii ol Iht 
VUMI mkit Coffiodo, mpoeiiwlj. Out of this icmilisr hmmd 

ho id l|i|fdkl«d piik tontioii to tho oxtont of 151 '5 par o«»t whloh 
/loowM liiai » ^kan lU. 4 par month to make both aadM 

moot* Stt hai®#, ui tho eoodition whioh <mr proviaoo him roaofcod 

under ilie imtemal and efficient care of our heneftoent (ruaioed. Whal 
lia«w^ timjir mwr dimo to firevetit thta expioilatioti and ita diio rfmidta 
hf jidUeatiiig jthe «rtlla|for more efficiently to uae hm bandog Hta hrataii 
and ^ia itMMmrooaF 

How let ua aoe what our aelf-imjioMed tiUHtoen have iirovided for 
in the preaent Budget to make up for their {mat euptneiUMui. The only 
itamH deaerving of mention in ihia eonnec'iton are a proviaicin of 
Ra. 2,50,000 for rural wator-au[>{ilv, td Be. 1,25,000 for puMic health 
organisation and of Re. 1,00,000 for extension of (wimary education* 
The aBoimenia in reapect of anti«nialanal and autt*kala-aiar aurrey 
iiave been reduced to half of what waa |irovidmi laai year, while tha 
pcoviaton for ahti*chalera mmsurea haa ken altogether withheld. Tbt 
ground ffk* aucb reduction ch* absenoe of proviaion lor pubUo haalih 
pitipoMea has been put down to the abaenee of auitable aubetaiM« and 
HO eighty aoula am to continue to die of cboleiw pending 

the foaming of such echemea. The iKiluiian of the pemmuak pioblam 
of neater ttcarcity lies, according to the Hou^ble the Finance llembaiv 
in the rapid expanaion of union boarda,, that in in the increane dt 
taxation, and, aa regards anti-malarial meaflurea for prevention of dentil 
uf about It) lal^a a year, in the formation of anti-mahmal co-operative 
Aocieiiea on the baais of Eai Bahadur riiatterjcek Society. As tor 
eduiatteii a aum of Ba. 1 ,05,000 is provided for extonaioti of primary 
eduealioti — tor 100 additional achoola in the province* At tbia rate 
, it w0t take 50 yearn to obtain even one primary school to evety 
paneluiyet npion* Can wc wait 30 jreara; will a dying pe<^ narviv# 
thfl ptoiodf 


ISbe tmnal adi||i||^ to as in anawar to appnab fat iMto 

1m^ tor 4at^|| | ine njt aeliamnv^^tor ike beanAt of tka pm^ j*i 
^ponitt oipuitae yoh^ mrii aiiorta/* ttoite «o» bni dto* 
Mto o{ anel otgattaiatioii d9pmi4 Im^dy opim 
M dnii^lto-aoti^^ lUm Kn ^ tfan d ft 
fwe ,todr to popaliMr iirfitintl^ 

Ooniaiipant mMpr ipd^ 01^1 

yMto ^0mm^ tot' % ' 
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MippoKi oemstf lor Hm work ol «f|ri<Mlbit 

imipoM wUeb ofem m at^rtistimi lo tke bmj^uAl^ woil 
diAeiili but oftao mado impoBtible, by iiiii{ily ii^iiii^ tibo rod 
of iSbe leiToriit dsnger, 

VnAvr tbo preaent ftteoapbore, bom d mliifil diaimat mi wmt 
of conddence in the EnaontiTe, bealtby popular organiaaliopa oannoi^ 
grow. If the OoTemmaiit are really aerioua i^bont ^ growth of ancb 
organmtioti, why not give proof of their sincerity by giving larger 
pow^ with genuine responaibility to l(Mjal boiKes in regard to their 
own requirements including the policing of their own localities f 

I realise fully that under the prevailing system of adminisiratioa 
it is not at all possible to provide from the current revenues the huge 
sum which alone would be sufficient to give an effective start for any 
real seheme of national development. Tax the people further^ you 
cannot; they are already taxed to the point of death. That is why I 
and my party feel that the only possible course is to immediately replace 
dyarchy by granting full provincial autonomy, thereby giving the 
people full control over the whole policy of Government and enabling 
them to devote an adequate amount to their own national development 
hy retrenching and readjusting and thus setting free niopies otherwise 
locked up, Instead of having to think of further taxation as the only pos- 
sible remedy. But the bureaucracy is too wary to relax the tigl^ grip of 
its steel-frame, and fain would continue to reser^'e to itself the resimnsi- 
bility of*working out the salvation of the peojde in ** slow process ** as 
Mr. l>onald has put it. But as I have pointed out our fast shortehitig** 
term of life c^lls insistently for a more accelerated pace. The driblets 
allotted here and there as coniem)dated by the ** slow process ** method 
are only useful for making a delusive show and can produce no real 
effecd on the general condition of the country. 

What then have I to advocate by way of a constructive policy under 
circumstances as they now are? My suggestion is that if the ^v« 
ernmeni is really serious in its professions, it should immediately a^*i 
a Wn policy and raise a loan of, say, 5 crores in the course of a period 
not rtrajii n jr 5 years for the purposes of primary and technical ednpe* 
lion, aanilal^* and public health, agriculture and industry. The pro* 
oeedi of such loan should he administered hy a Trust or Trusts coin* 
prised qI speomlly elected representatives of the peo}de, with their 
powers and functions defined by special Statute. Fmr the fecoupnmt 
of imch kuin on a ffO years* haaia and at 6 per cent, intemt, an annual 
provUoa d fifi) lakhs would he necessary to meet the" internet and 
iialdaf fund <4arges. The Government annnaSy spends lywarda 
diibrint d e y e le p n ien t scbenies frmn Bs. 0 to 7 tsklis in drfbMi* 
{to Ike pDoklhn, in my view, is reduced to tlm fining cut nf ^ than 
Be, M iMm a which, if » as I postdate, tlie Govminiml if 'k 
iiineil, there should be no rikd difficulby m lb&t» hnvhig tegaid th 
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tiie||i* Art Ae iaM«ntvT«quire<i umbs ntren^ment of hm tirti 3 
oni of anlnviTMl expenditum of 11 erorea, in face of tke kuno 
uauAdiB looonnnwidBdl by tho Rajondn ComouttM. Furtbor amof^ 
••ntay <lm be aiede free by readjuRtmenU ahowiiiK a greater ngaid for 
the piopottioii between expeneee of a mote nriteut and thoae of a leaa 
yrgeiit iimttupa« 

Thf loan policy should not be ruled out witK the preliminary obj«H> 
tion that some of the matters, referred to above* education, for insiiiitee. 
are not productive public works* Japan has ret^ntly ftoated loans for 
education! the County Councils of England have followed the same 
policy. WhyP Because in a larger view education is not only pro- 
ductive, but preaAes the only true basis of all production. Of course, 
it also tends to limit exfiloitation — but that, Sir, is not the excuse put 
forward. Besides, where their own national need was direly felt the 
Government did not hesitate to incur an unprtwluctive war debt of 


133 crores, as a burden on the Indian revenues. May we not be 
pardoned if we feel ns direly the need of saving our lample who are 
dying faster than did the soldiery of England at the cannon^s mouth P 
I may fufther assuie you. Sir, that the loan I projiiise will ultimately 
lie more profitable to Government lhan any number of Grand Trunk 
Canal Scbemes by increasing the taxable capacity of the people and 
diminishiig expenditure in maintaining law and order by bringing ^ 
jieojde to a raoi-e vital sense of their true interests and thus making 
them more law-abiding. There is another objection usually put*forward 
•that^the question of such loaiis*can only Iw considered after a definite 
scheme has lieen submitted. To ibis my reply is that the jiolicy of 
loan must first be nccei>ted and the appointment and functions of the 
Trustees determined. Then the Trustws will be able to deal with the 
framing of suitable schemes. This is the fwtFCedure which has been 
folbwed in the case of the PoH Trust, the Improvement Trust, etc. 


is yet another argument that can be put forth against it 
that it will not be possible to raise such a large loan. My idea M the 
credit of the Government provided always, it is really in earnest, ^ 
sodow, and I venture, to assert that in view of the purposes for which 
the loan is suggested the country will respond to it as it has never 
dpne before. 

If the Hon’Me the Finance Member will favour me % sUting any 
lurllM difficulMea that he may anticipate in ilm way of fioating such 
a I am cmrfWant that I shall be able to suggest ways out of tliow. 
ptovid^^ ol conraet he is amenable to reasonable noo-ofilctal reasoning. 

If ms suggesfion al a loan policy is not mm I 

Cfo^eniiiieiii to come forward with any otherwcheme to solvei^ 

I have indioaied! say, wiAtn the neft 4 <» • fswa# whi* la 
lA Aa timo'ttsK'tta ctnoamslaadla saani hef pamit 
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Let ne wern tlie in dU eMiooiiieeB tliai llief ikmid 

not BUi« tUe oiipertunit^r for Aowingr ihmr wldfe ttam i« 

y<l lima lor »t leest paHidBy mtonaig^ tlie oonfiAMMo oi dia pio|»ie» 
filiakon^ M it etaidU, now alter a bitter trial of nmolieed bopee and ' 
hollow promiaee. 

[At thia aiage the Ooiincil waa adjourned for 10 minutea.] 

After the adjournment. o 

llr« Bi VILLI IBit Ever ainee I find had the honour ol becoaung 
a member of thia augnai aaaetnblage, it haa been a matter of womier 
to me why ibeae three or four daya are aet aaide annually for tLis 
lireneral diacuaaion on the Budget? that I have not been alone in to 
wondering ia vouched for by the fact that many of my frienda. both 
European and Indian, have raiaed the aame query. 

In the ho|>ea, therefore, of finding a aolutioii to the riddle I deter- 
mined to be an aaaiduoua attendant during thia year's debate lest haply 
that which was hidden from ho many of my friends might in the fulness 
of time be made clear to me; and I think 1 have found the answer to 
the riddle-HUid as is so often the case, the answer is a surprisingly 
simple one; it is this; that the alloiMiiiou of this time is a precautionary 
measure taken by a paternal Government against the s|)ontaneou5 
gases which seem to generate wherever in this country a few men 
gather together- it is a measure of relief against what I would term 
mental flatuleare; and as is always the case where men talk largelyidor ^ 
the sake of talking, time-honoured shibboleths and well-hacknied catch 
phrases are indulged in — plirases used from infection rather than from 
(ioavirtion — and one of the worst offenders in this respect is my friend 
Bahtt Mantaaiha Nath Uoy, who has jpst been indulging himself to the 
full-— all our old friends have been trotted (»ut by him. The neglected 
and distressed millions,” ” the sac rifice of the masses to the classes ” — 

J lielieve he did not produce our old friend “ the change of hes^*t 
why, 1 don't know however, in order that I may not be iutpeeted A 
suBMring from this ** mental fiatuleuce " I wilt deal with ^e potui 
at issue-4lit1||id9»I* 

There are two matters in particular to which I would invite the 
attention of the Houso—ihe first of which comes under the heacBng ol 
Jails. ' 

I am distreised at seeing the smallness of the amount aBotM to 
Juvenile Jails: while visiting one of the jails of which I am a viaiior 
I noticed again what I have noticed before— the boys and tins very 
4sbent lypee ^jsf boys who we eent be priecai fop faiBla wbieb sboaild 
never be^^be baune of tboir soosng the inside ol a oduninal jail-4aiilte 
wbieli In Bngliii^Widd bo corieo t i d bj e aieuid wbipfiag udili 
the birch; I roalieethf tttdi^of dl^wf wift th# ddsunliett b % 
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coYilIpjr exists inordnixle nad foolith piri^iidifw agidMt 

em0l»A iwmi*ito«iitr^ country wHich would sooner risk its 
beditJiiig confirmod criminiiU thnn follow tlio odTict of Solonw m wi n d 
* the flUy w«y in which this situation can he met is hy enlarffing the 
fi«op© of the Jnvenfl© jails — I trust the Finance Member will hfwr this 
«in mihd and try and arrange his finance in such w manner as will admit 
of being enlarged. 

The second point I would deal with is the question 4 >f the Inspectors 
of Co-operative Societies; and 1 intend subsfH[uently moving a leduct* 
tion of Be. 1 as a protest against the scandalous treatment which these 
people have received. There are some C4 of these insjieitors, each 
doing sterling awk fur their country, who have been serv'ing without a 
rise in pay for over 20 years — who have l>een sulisisting on the miser- 
able pittance of Its. 105 per mensem without ret'eiving any rise what- 
soever — in spite of the tremendous rise in the c<»st of living; now, Kir, 
I realise that this is an apathetit* country which is hard to move — for 
a <^untry and an assembly which w ill sit down under the insult offered 
to it by Kir Basil BW'kett the oUier day without a word of protest, will 
take a lot of moving — I refer, of course, to Kir Basil B!ai*kett’s speech 
when he told Indians in so many words that on their merits they (Hmid 
not stand up against the Euroiieans- -but needml the scales weighed in 
their favour- it is difficult to conceive of anything more wantonly 
insulting than this and, as I say, the apathy of a country wkich will 
^sit down under such an insult ^thoui uttering a word of pn»lest. must 
Im pretty hard to move none the less, 1 do sincerely trust that when 
the time comes this House will give me its support in furthering the 
interests of these few countrymen of theirs. 

Other than this, 1 think on the whole the Hou’ble the Finance 
Member is to be congratulated on his Budget cMuisidering the diffi- 
cu^ies^whicb he has been up against. 



UNi MHiiiafiAII MlMlls 1 put it lor serious consideimtkm of 
the Oovernment wbether this annual owemony of holding • genml 
discussion of the Budget should not be aboltsheil and Hulee of Bueinees 
changed to serve that purpose. Kir, there might have some justifiia- 
tion for this procedure in pre-Ilel«rm days when there was no occamoti of 
demands for grants being made, hut as under tha present pomitituttiMi we 
can raise Mie very same debates at the time when demands lor gmi^ 
are nflide % proposing suitable amembnente to the demMds for graati, 
tSiera s^ms to be no juaiiftcitlMiii wow tar allotting time fw gaaeml 
discusdloii whhdi seems to serve no othor ptnpoMi than to stinitdato ler 
Ae tima behig e spaewodie atteaipl for #oeean?h work in toatiilieii 
In the genersl features ft toe Budget ftai lias hoili 

piwmted by toe Bontok the Fim^pce Member what sMIms 
■mat is toe vtsiMe attempt that is boittg nsnide to tottdly dssregafd too 
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r«coiiisi«iidftikiiif of the Eetmdiamt Oonnuttee i^uide jmn ago. 
Ijtitead of thi^ being a itiioeiv attempt to giTeamK^t to ihoee reoom- 
mefltdaiiiaui, wioiui mierpretatioiui are being pot on the tame to noUify 
the effeeti ol ^ same. TkoS) we tnd the Hon’ble Sir Hugh Stephen- 
son telling os that the effects of rekenchment was only to pot the brahe 
on the expansion ol expenditure and to cot off excrescences. Now, Sir» 
excresirences are not only not cut off but on the contrary new excres- 
rent^es are being set up on existing excrescences. Take, for instance, 
the ** 22--Oeniffal Administration three most notable outs recom- 
mended by the committee are the total abolition of the Body Quard of 
His Excellency (making a saving of Hs. 1,20,000) and abolition of the 
5 Divisional Commissioners (making a saving Its. &,20,p00) and the 
almlition of the 2 Members of the Executive Council out of four and 
one Minister out of 3 (making a salary of Rs. 2,16,000). Now what is 
the Government going to do to carry out these recx^mmendationsP They 
tre not going to abolish the Body Quard or the Commissioners or any 
Member or Members, but to our utter astonishment we 6nd that the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member has, while explaining the increase of 6i 
lakhs in General Administration over the reviswl estimalD of the 
current year, mildly hinted that the provision for Minister’s salary 
made on past practice is liable to change should there be any alteration 
in the number of Ministers. This, Sir, we take to be a direct bint 
that 4 ^inisters may l)e ultimately made< 2 HinduN and 2 Muham- 
madans; Thus, a structure consisting of strong and stable (not 
ministry) but Ministers may be competed. Before last August*^ wet 
beard that out of those who will vote for Minister’s salary, one will be 
appointed a third Minister — but, unfortunately, that did not catch. 
This time we are hearing that 4 Ministers will be appointed. This 
time some jiortion of the bait has been swallowed — demoralisation has 
already commeiH‘ed and we see the spectacle of some of us with 
iesUmonials from various quarters are applying for the post. 

Then I would reapectfully draw the attention of the hon’bk membeks 
of this House to the estimate on police. The Retrenchment Committee 
amount of Rs. 6,12,000 in the Criminal Investigation 
Department, tne Intelligence Branch of the Bengal Police, and al^out 
Rs. 35,000 in the ^{tecial Branch of the Calcutta Police, but instead of 
Htere being thepe necessary outs, provision has been made lor an increase 
ol 3 lakha in this hraneh over the revised Budget of the current year. 
The Hon’ble 8ir Hugh Bi^heniion has told the Council ibai» thii 
inortaae is due to the present abnonnal political sttuatiijp. The 
Haa^ble the Finance Member has informed as Hiat this tneroaae is 
ehiiiy dneH^ the iuoreased expenditma laqniiad Idk the additioaid 
tampoiaiy eetahUahment which it has been found necessary to entertain 
ta deal with the |ieal iacreile in work that hpie reiniM Iran the 
of the fmridatumar;i^ party. ^ 
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vwrjr HiATiling revelatioiiA miuie by two iatiniaa^ % 
;^tbaSU IkiBaiQee and Babn Bbupeudm Kalb Dutt, in Ibidr 
ni 0 |li|^ial to the Seeroiary of State made in J nly laai year and pointojiy 
• refiolled to by Pandit Motilal Nehru in the Leirialaiive Aieeiiibly imoat 
two t|oiitba ago and having reference to a further statement submitted 
Jiy one of them to the members of the Legislative Assembly we have 
very little doubt, Sir» that ibis se<*ret money gtiea a great way to hel|i the 
revolutionary movement than to suppress its activities. These state* 
ments and memorial hod been before the Government for a pretty long 
time and instead of tbeir being any serious attempt to make a sifting 
inquiry into these very serious allegations against the activitieN of the 
secret police^ wa are now going to l>e asked to make a coiitributum of 
3 lakhs for their maintenance. The sooner the riH'ommendations of 
the Retrenchment Committee al>out these departments are carriwl out 
th# better for the country. 


If we carefully consider the a^hole Budget we deduce only one 
inference and that is that a c<»mplete gtnby has been given t<» the 
Itetrencbment Committee’s rejiort. 

Sir, Irhile the Budget «»f the next year is a deficdt Budget we are 
asked to sanction a loan of Us. 8,50,000 not for any wM'alled nation- 
building departments but for better housing of the Calcutta Police. 

In ftie transferred departments ive find that a provision of 
Rs. 2,50,0(K) has been made for water-supply in rural areas butwuriously 
, it •ppc'ars that Budget estinuik* of the current year for public Healib 
has been cut short by Us. 2,30.(KK). This to us seems to he only a 
jugglery in figures. 

Sir, people cry for more edutmtion, more saDiiatioii and more 
industry, but they cry in vain. It is the reserved dejiarUnenta, 
specially the police and services, who eat up all available money, and 
1 ^ few crumbs are thrown to the transferred departments. That baa 
been &e systematic policy Iwfore the Reforms and that is the policy 
doggedly followed even now. Who will after this dare say that there 
is no policy behind this Budget F 


fllMifri AtillUODIil AHAMAD addressed the Council in Bengali. 
The tranolaiioii of bis speech is as follows : 

Many things have been said about this budget for flie iaat three or 
fm<daya. Tku year’s budget has been characterised aoiiie aa a 
Iviok magic, by others aa a mere pap«r scheme and by othera again 
aa a t^’e toy and with similar other epithela. Many of my leatnod 
fviondi havo raiM many objectimia against this hndgol bond hf hoad, 
IlMtt by iltm, bnt I do not know whether any anMWwdment groold he 
peaaibb hy thot- But the saying is, that truth mnM be toU whither 
j| it listened to or not and so laholl inatat on saying what la turn. 
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Hm four dopart^Bt#, immely, Admiiiiitiratkm^ Admiiiiiotii^Mm of 
lootace, Jaik and Police Ooverainent spend ike amoniit of S dvfm 
a^ 70 laklui of rupOes. If Cbrernment had apent half fhe amdiuti to 
remove the poverty of the people and to solve unemployitient prohlem, 
there would have been no necessity for the trial and punishment of 
thieves and damits and iff the oppositionists and for such elaborate 
arrana^meift for jails alhd the police. When men cannot And for 
their wives, suns and daughters, they lose all sense of right and wrong < 
and good and bad, and try to get food for their families by thefts and 
dacoities and* if necessary even by murder. Men prefer to put a sto|) 
to the miseries and sufferings of life by welcoming the jail and the 
gallows to death by starvation. I venture to say that, Government 
have got tf» spend crores of rupees on jail, the administration of justice, 
etc., merely on account of this poverty of the jHHiple. ^ 

Administration of justice in the existing criminal and civil courts 
has become so ex|)ensive that no poor aggrieved i>ersou can come to 
these courts and get any Wnefit therefrom. I do not know, therefore, 
why an excessive high sum of money is spent on the Depar^ent of 
Administraiiori of Justices merely to maintain a number of officers. 

It is Buperfittous to say anything about the expenditure on the Police 
iUepariineui. I said la.st year and I repeat it this year tliat* Govern- 
meni ha^e become so very unpopular with tlie {leople merely on acf*ouni 
•f the oppression by Clie irnlice. 

l^ie condition of the cultivators in the villages has liecome so 
deplorable that nearly ninety-five per cent, of the rural people possess 
no lands and nearly ninety-nine |ter cent, are in debts. The raiyat 
community in tbe country is about to be completely destroyed on account 
iff the exortiitant enhancement of rent, the interests they have to pay 
for arrears of rent and default to pay a ifVf, the ainrahs and 1ai|;««i^. 
In ea(;h village there are not even two or three pereons who are trie 
from debts. Almost all the lands possessiNl by the luiyats are comiag 
some way or other into the hands of the money*leniinps and Gie hntd* 
owners. Maiiy )>easauis are unable to grow crops in season for want of 
money. Tbe condition of the raiyats in Tippett is so dajdortMe lhat 
the land of nearly every {peasant is mortgafM to €ie minkey4eiHlirs. 

II lha otMiparalit^e slum could be iatrodaoed in every village willt the 
help of the aaian hoards, h would have h^ped the peaeawts in Hettinf 
loans fxn email idteresi, hut in the budget for the mwmi year yoman* 
nMOl provided onlj^ five lakhs of rupees te thk «iapnrtoeM*» Mven 
tUi emall^anipunt would he spent to pay the sahgtes M the elhwsennd 
ta UNaii^edMhiialane^^ 

^ Thoui^ agricuflure is the^chiel mews of livelihood in Mengal, fht 
Finance Member has allotted <m1y 11 mkhs and 75,000 rupees to the 
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it «tf JfLgii^eiilttire, and not eir«n a single |«ce of ibis siiiii will 
reaiilt peaaaata. • ^ 

imeiiiplosniieiit iiroblem has aac^aied sa<^ ^|Misii<Hia 
ifillagea that or SO per oeut. of the ]»eople can Ibd no wm^k to earn 
their Irvelihood. UnleHs stepN are iakeu to give them traiuittg in soaMt 
industry they will surely die of Htarvatiun. There i« no airaugemeiit 
for industrial training in the villages. Seven lakhs and 85,000 rupee* 
onfy have heen allotted to the Department of Industiy*, hut the village* 
will not receive even a pice worth of henetit from this auin. 

The prevalence of nmlariu and kala-axar in the villages is due simply 
to want of food ^and of sleep, exc^essive labour and unwholesome fiaid 
and similar dther causes. 1 WHeve, if the j»e<i[de cimld have gtit proiier 
food to eat they would have never died like this. When food is wauling 
what will doctors and injivtioiis do^ 

The village union Isnirds have l»een forme^l ustdessly. They have 
been given neitiier sufli< ieiit money nor suthcieiit power to be able to 
do any service to the country. 

Whaliciui l>e mure regrettuldc than this that while the people of 
the cHUintry have got no road to walk on hmt, lakhs of rupees are to 
he s|)ent on the repairs nf the roads in ("alcutta where there are various 
conveyaices, such lis trains, iiioOir-i arK, earriages, bicycles, eU-K 

A jKiint to be s|M‘cially noticed in this Imdget is that while the grants 
for Jbhe judicial, the jH>lice aiul other departments run to laicns, etc., 
•those for the departments of agri<uH«re, industry, eilucattoii, saniU- 
tion, eti’., run to thousands or hundreds. 

a single pice has ]H‘en j»rovidcd this year ff»r the teachers of 
private lower primary m lnsds. lint, in truth, these private m hools were 
serviceable to the rural raiyat com tii unity. 

One is liable to incur the displeasure of many jmrsous when ona 
pr&^fts to 8i>eak of the wants and grievances of the illiterate, poor 
raiyats or cultivators of the villages. 1 lielieve that nearly seventy-five 
memliers of this House have liecn retumeil by the raiyats but very many 
aiAong them forget these unfortunate raiyaU or culli^Titiirs whim they 
come to Calcutta or enter this Council Clmmlier. Ify friend the Kumar 
Saliib was very much displeased and said many things when the oilier 
day a nominated member s|M>ke someth tug on behalf sif l3ie raiyata* 
Again, oh Shah Salieb and my friend Mnulvi Aftab Hosaafn Joarder 
having said something about the interests of the aamiudars, tlie 
Daimk ^Basumati was oUeodetl and published long protests agaltiii ibeir 
apaeehM. The Bpn'ble 8ir Hugh Rtepheoaim will ftame up with anger 
if anything is said aglhiet the police in eonnectlon wiitli Hie interaete 
or the wants and grievances of the tenants in the vtllagea, addle the 
nmniiidart wB} he disphnwed if anytlifiig fn said agalmtl ttwir intsnoila 
llliife irffi dU hdpUas raiyats ind redem 
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Mr. PRUIOINff Msalri 8aii«b, jonr tune u up. Pleaee 

jour Mai now, 

« 

IMiftvi AtlMUODlii ANAMADs Sir, I sltall finisb at once. I bavt^ 
carefully ntndied this budget, but I regret that for tbe reasona men- 
•ttoned above and for other reaaons I am unable to congratulate tbp 
Hoit’ble Mr. Donald, vbo baa introduced this budget. * 

Or. KUMUO iANKAII RAY l 1 really bad no intention of taking 
any part in the general diacnaaiona on the Budget, but I €nd (1 have 
calculated roughly and quote the figures subject to correction) that out 
of an average number of 140 members of this Council, about 100 members 
attend dunng the general discussion of the Budget every session. If 
we calculate tbe daily allowance for each member at Rs. 10 in addition 
to the travelling allowances drawn by each of them, the total expendi- 
ture comes to Rs. 6,000 every session, during the general discussion of 
tbe Budget. During tbe four years at this rate we have spent about 
Rs. 20,000 on daily allowances apart from tbe travelling allowance^ 
which would probably come to a much liigher figure. I hare .sent notice 
of a question regarding this matter and I am waiting for sTrepIj, so 
that in the meantime, these figures may be taken for what they are 
worth* I want to know what is the good of spending this Rs. 5,000 
of public money every year in an useless discussion of the Bv^get. I 
luid not the honour of being a member of tbe last Council, but so far 
as I reSnember none of the suggestions that were made during tbe 
general discussion last year has been accepted, nor, as a result of the* 
discussion, were any changes made in individual items of demands for 
grants, so that it seems to me that the Members in charge of the different 
departments did not take into consideration the views of tbe non-official 
members, nor were they usually present in their w^ts while the dis- 
cussion was going on. I again ask: What is the use of wasting 
Rs. 6,(K)0 of public money in a useless discussion of the Budget? ^ 

After having made this preliminary observation 1 should like ^ 
take a little time of tbe Council regarding one or two other items of 
the Budgflw^^^s a medical man I find with great pain, that even Uiie 
year (lovemmetii have not seen their way to making a change regard- 
ing the levy of 8 annas on every in-door patient. They levied one 
anna on every oiit-d<a>r patient in all Government-aided institniione 
but subsequenUy they have seen their way to withdraw it. But the 
levy on indoor patients still goes on. B<i 1 would suggest to the Govern- 
ment Member to see his way to take away this charge also^ 

We w«re all told when tbe additional taxes, for instance, tbd Stamp 
Ikx, tbe AmtMnents Tax and other taxes were^efiej, tbat tbe stoplns 
that wodU aoeme^fnim them, after meeting ^e deficit in tbe Budget 
til would ne fqmnt on tbe naikm-bntlding dt^prtmente but up 

tiU now ttotbing bae been d^. KVeii tbe snndl ameiuit Ibat mi^ 
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dBotied^fiHr lk« iiatioii*bmldiiig ibpartmmtii would iuued]|r 
Bi«ei ^ roquiremonli. The Hon'ble Mr. Donald baa aaid that kbt 
had| #adi«ia6 from Mr. Baa but aa the acheine waa mot JU 

** could ^bmly allot a paltry aum of money lor that acheme which coldo be 
iqpemt iuiing the year. But he rejected the proposal ol a loan policy 
gnunc^ted by Mr. Das and also elaborated in detail by Babu Nalini- 
ranjan Barker to-day. I do not kno^ why the Government charge the 
memhSrs of the Council or anybcKly else lor not having any scheme 
ready. Is it the duty of the memberM of this Council or i» it the iluty 
of the Qovernment to ask the different departments which they control, 
to frame schemes and put them before the Council for discussion F If 
it is the duty of Ihe Oovenunent to do so. are they not failing in their 
duty — this is a question that I auint to ask the Hon ’hie the Fiiiiincc 
Member. He has remarked that no loan c*an be raised unless a si'heme 
is teady. Sir, it is not the fault of the members of this Co\iticil or 
Mr. Das that a scheme is not ready. The Finance Member could have 
consulted his Director of Public Health, and Dr. Bentley could have 
got ready a number of schemes by this time which might have been 
laid bef(ge the Council for discussion. »So it is not the fault of any 
individual member of this Council ; the fault lies entirely with the 
Government, It seems to me, Sir, that they are tinkering with the 
iiaiion-b^ilding dapartments simply bec'ause they do not u'aiii lo do 
anything in this matteV. Phey do not want the welfare of the people. 
For instance, we find that they are only trying to tackle a few of the 
•proMems such as malaria and kala-asar. But tul>erculosis has not 
been dealt with. We know h<»w it is spreading in the country. Phose 
who care to read statistics will fiml twelve persons die of (ubeitulosis 
every hour in Bengal But from the attitude of the Government and 
their policy as enunciated in the Budget 1 see no hope for the future. 

Maylwi tAYEOUL HOQUi: When discussing the various tiema 
of \he*Budget the prevailing idea or disapiKiintiiig idea that i>erva^ 

its it is nothing but like a literary disentsMon in a club house-- having 

no binding force on tbe hands and minds of those who are in a poaitiofi 
of 'framing the Budget. We are eagerly waiting for those days when 
our euggeetiona and rwommendations will not be like crying in Uie 
wilderness. 

When this (kmnei! Oiamber is like a pay bouse knd we are io 
many, actors— we have to play our pari— while we oc^cupy any place 
here. 

m/ first point is to find out what is the policy behind the Bu%et^ 
the that n&fcee itself evident is to swidl the pay and allowaiHsoi 

el those who aie so firmly holding the steel-frame of admiuiilratifm*** 
Slid to cope with this expemlitiire direct or indirect tanatSmti. I relfl 
te the deciidoa of .the CmnmieiiMi. ybt year I gave notice to 
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* fMdlirliOii in 19d» Ckmneil imxnrnuni^ntg ^ ^ ofieert iioldiiig 

Prorlttciitl nnd Snbordinite ServicM to be fixedint |»re4rnr Mwlef imt 
{ ind is 0011 ^ 17 , WMk tbe incMsed vstobihi from 
esdse and itamps depastments are to meet tbii Canoed expenMnre^ 
we bear of retrendunent. I take ibe case of the Agrkmiture D^art- 
inenil-Tbe condition of the bilker and gasetled officers remahte 
same, while the senricds of some* demonstrators and the like w^o were 
in close tondi with the cnltivators, were not required. The poeta of 5 « 
IHrisional OommiMioners can be abdished without lose to efficient ad> 
ministration. Are not these maintained at the cost of the overtaxed 
public? We want a clear statement of the policy of the ^Govemineni 
behind the Budget. • 

New taxes were levied in 1922-23 and every year indirect revenue 
has been increasing from excise and stamps, etc., but the proportio^iate 
increase in the expenditure for the nation-building departmenls is 
not kqpi up. We ^cannot trace marked Hte|)s taken by the Goveniment 
to check any further increase of revenue from the excise and stampK 
departments. If this state of things is allowed to continue, one is 
<k>iven to the comdusion that the Government is exploiting vico of drink, 
drugs and litigation to secure revenue. 

In the general administration we find an increase of 6 lal^s in the 
Budget estimate «l 1925*2(» from the revisecl estimate this year, while 
the VuWic Health Department of the Budget estimate shows a dwiease 
of 2J Inkhs from this yi»ar*H estimate. ^ The jieople are sufieriiig iVomt 
kala-usur, malaria and a thousand other diseases. The life and death 
question of the people is intermingled witli the question of education, 
industry, etc. Administration is re(|uire<l for safeguarding life and 
pnrperty. l^rfe first, administration second. We are going to spend 
Its. 2,87,(K)0 for paving roads on the maidati with tar-macadam, while 
we are dying in thousands simply for pure drinking water. ^ 

Minisierf are taken to lie capable for imparting education \o 
Indian bqys but incapable for the European and Anglo-Indian ones. If 
there be rmrvatiou at all, that reservation can be made fur the 
backward eeci^hs. ^ 

Education ought to be made universal and very cheap if not free. 
Hitherto, we aie sjiendiug tlie greatest ])ortiotts of the education fund on 
buildings, benches, inspectorate, etc., but a very paltry sum for tbe pay 
of teacbm and helps to tbe students. I draw the attenGon df the 
Gomnment that the way to technical and commercial eduooiticHi is 
ohstncled by mimy liudtaGotts; eudi a scheme is to ^ drawn io as to 
mdm it coidnuon Imewledge in any wnaimlm id %e iltfe inhilttiimi 
qudlHkMlimi fm qnalifyiiig in vanous arts and mmim. Hie syslem 
id admmGcm to he tetked and funds k be ilkifted aeoer^ngiy, Buffi* 
dent fund Is to be eatusaibed for oilaiiisint and assislittg vdugls<t 
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wifl hmk 9tiMr th# smitmry DgndltMmi «tf irilhmm muiL 
t 9 tlM►^di^Agti» in h^gmm, Pui^cr ewm mui Irniiiirliilii * 
MAy Inim kalMiM» maltm anil a ihoit«anud otlm liiipiMM 
i» betlar IImul euxa ” o«|^t ta be ike jprtndfli ot 
etMNpri ae of M wdiTidiiAl. The pvopoeeil Cyitag^Nif 
^oliool m not reoeiTtng doe attention isotn Oovemtneni. 

Te^Jmical and inclwitrial wboola bre to he* opened at inifHiHiaa# 
cfntrei of erery district following the ecbeme I have referred to idteve. 

In the dietriet of Noakhali many weaving achoola died out for want 
of proper help. We have opened dyeing, jute and carpet weaving in the 
Begnmganj (Government Weaving School. But it in impoaittbie na 
to maintain yid •conduct it well without dtie help from the (Govern* 
ment proviaion to he made in the Builget. 

•We, the members of the Council and the educated men, know that 
there is an Agricultural Department under the Government, but real 
cultivators of the land do not know of the ac^tiviUiie of this department. 
Thi« department ought not to W carried on at a cost of 20 lakhs if the 
cultivators l>e not Wnefiied by it. My suggeNtion is to open agricul- 
tural dalles with eveiy school whether primary or secondary, because 
Iniys that leave primary and m*ondnry w'hools adopt cultivation. At 
every important <^•01 re of every distriet agncultural farms arc to he 
establish^! on a small s<'u1p condneted by such officers as were formerly 
village (Miltivutor.s. They shall bf* able to mix freely with the yltiigers 
andyeadi them iinprtived inethpcls of cultivation. Sufiicieiit provision 
Should, therefore, lie made in the Budgtd. 

Lastly, it is my opinion that the eipeiiciitiire on the different 
haada are not proportionate and it ought to he adjusted. A sum 
Rs. 83,000 is proposed for Circle Ofli(wrs. 1 think this will not further 
the cause of village self-goveriiiiient l>ecauMe those Circle Officers will 
be igainsi the growth of free will of the union board members as there 
they will be as agents of the Government. I think this cause will be 
furthered if those boards are put under the eontred of district baar<b as 
^helps to those union boainls. It is told that there is a revolutionary 
party in Bengal. To meet with this situation some lakhs of rupees 
are to be ^peni. It will be difficult for this Council to vote for this ex- 
penditure befma it is convinced alieut the existence of this party and 
paiiiealars about it. This prorvision goes l^rainst the iwommeudations of 

the Retrenchment Committee. 

0 

Wt^ ik«M Urn war4« I nmubc mjr Mat. 

* 

MMISMIteSMWSiir PISSSM BWMUITIMST aiM SliSIl 
Mh A S«mNS>' 1 aai) til* mtaiheim of th* Co—wl 
ika^ ihii A w n w i i i a *• Ao luw ««■» to ito lHfc>itop. MUi I 
^ wt fwj w i to ditoiii StoCotBsil at edfjg lewgtis' sb St** 
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fhm liM bM«i Tery litdt in the wlikli my iMm'ble 

co&eHpuM fetH called it|K»i to f«ply to at the pgw i fa t itege> end they 
hire, therefore, reframed from meJ^ing any remarb now, kaving any 
parncnlar rahject to be dealt with when the noting for granti oomes^ 
on. I am grateful to Balm Manmohon Neogi and Dr. Ktunnd Sankar 
Bay for giving me a lead on what I waa myself going to say about Hii^ 
discussion. This disctission is nowadays almost a snperflnity. The 
Council haTe the opportunity of discussing the various items & the . 
Budget when the demands for the grants of the varmus departmmits 
are moved — and then particular attention can be devoted to the particular 
department instead of having, as we do now, a brief general survey or • 
eritioism of all the departments in a narrow compass^ Questions of a 
general nature might more aptly and with greater fulness be dealt with 
in the form of a Resolution. In any case, Sir, I think we might reason- 
ably curtail the period of this discussion in future— the general attitmd^ 
of members on the present occasion would seem to indicate little objec- 
tion to a proposal of this kind. 

There is not very much I have to say in reply to the criticisms of 
members. Bai Harendra Chaudhnri is still not satis^ed with 
the form in which the Irrigation Budget is explained. I shall see if 
we can do anything more to oblige the hon’ble meml)er, but I do not 
wish to overload the estimates or the financial statement with a mass 
of details. It may be possible to meet his wishes in a simpler fashion 
than b^ incor])orating all the details be re<|nirps in the pajiers 
presented to the (/ouiicil, but I shall see what can be done. ^ j 

Then, Dr. Bidban Chandra Boy, referred to the difference between 
two sets of figures on page 66 of the Budget estimates and his inability , 
to understand them. Well, this is the sort of question regarding which ' 
I suggested that members should come and see me if they had any 
difficulty- There are, I am sure, several similar entries of the kind 
referred to by Dr. Boy which could be easily explained. The entry. to 
which be refers is purely a matter of classification. We make a toUl 
allotment for contra<?t contingencies. The two heads are bracketed 
together the provision, but the Accountant-Oeneral, Bengal, classifies « ^ 
them fui heiwiiti postage and telegraph charges and other charges, and 
shows them in the actual accounts. This is why Dr. Boy finds a differ- 
ence between the figures for 1923-^4 as actually classified by the 
Accountant-GeSeml. and our figures for 1925-26. 

Borne members of this Council still do not realise the position of 
the Fiaance Xh^rtment in tbe administration and have not ap||psiated 
the remarks I made last year on this tubjeci I am stOl adted tn make 
prdviffkm ^ imi Isid liifi^ las onmiom 1 do plliioee to^dweB on 
tkis iubleot W I would remind members that ^e Flai^ Mem^ 
bar k khttoBf l4qiimidde to all Ike variatioiie in tke Bu^ei fka 
dctoiiubatto oi new mpmMim «•% matter to Qovmui^ ae f # 
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S&t ]imiii«ni .will» #aSlf 

tMivsih 4liili^ Ibo^ md if «Mn^ llii iml ^ 

thii» iifll bt^a^ k 

Buba Xi^fcdi^ Haft (J^itgaly elbilhtig«» mjf ital«Mitt» itii 
iitattiW|>at{^ traabl liMy with rfbhamM to irhieh immaioa k ii^f^ % 
thii Budget, and Ii« has eited to raqairanMnit of to Howinh 
piSl)', at afi fhstaai!#, to a now angina to their wataiMaorhe. 
nanMipaBty have apparently aahad to a loan for thw pnrpaaa. I 
thii wm graiitad—I ha^a not heard of it— the pitmaion wdnld ha k th 
l^n» Budget and not in the Pnhlic Health Bndgei I do not propik 
to aay anjtong more regarding the Tanotte gratiie. Aa to the iNt|^ 
iioiii ahont to ntiliiatlbii of bidancee and to remariui which Dr. 

Bahn Valiittranjan Barker and I)r. Bhnerjea have made in Biii 
connection^ they conatitiite rather a technical problem. Fp to date wi 
hai^ nof been in a position to take a loan. T am not quite clear ae h 
what their actual inteniioim are and T should like to diecum tht« 
quee^on with them quietly. Then we muy he able to comq^^to aomi 
eoncluaioni. 

There art only two other pointa on which I ghould like to toudi 
Sir Frovaah Chunder Hitter made a reference to the Eepor» of tht 
Betrend^ment Committee and he quoted the figure of Be. 11 lakha as th« 
figure o| retrenchment on the reserved side. I suppose that he has taken 
this fig^c from the grey book which wan issued in August last. It is 
very diftcult to determine with accuracy the correct figure but, at an^ 
I can give some figures which modify the figure they have mention, 
ed. In addition to to Bs. 11 lakhs there has h^n a saving during to 
cmeiit year of Bn 4 laldis on, travelling allowmnose and Be. b kdths 
on contingendes, so even on these figures » the sums retrenched are 
twice as much as to figure toy mentioned. It seems to 
the Cnunclt will hardly have realised that although, as Bir 
{Hinder Hitter was careful to eay, the summary he letovad 
^ d!mt to^votog of to Hiatoefs* aalariat^ ^ 

imUkmB wmk weea eumnSuaiad in tot hook wm actually aimaA 
at udto Sir Provaah wan hfauiHt a Hamhar of to tonwngieiil ha 
atoto lha imoiia mt mmm^ikm M of CtonittlMi 

wm dieouaeadk moetingaai to Mautoiaaf to BnaeuHlgflbii^ 

aid Hiiiilam eittiug togallMHr. I mam^ of mam, 
hapMuedai toae rnmkm dm, 0m. mmmmmmr, 4%, 

to pmeedto to'^ laiftohg^ '^fiainiuito 

| |4 ^t 
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We are prefMire<l the Omficil the reaiM»ni« whirh influenoeil tt» in 

cottiiii^ to a iie<‘i*<ione(tii enrh hut it m hiinily fair to launch^ 

^aeral denunriatioii of uh without frivin^ um an op)>ortutiity to juiiify 

•our tlM’inion. 

I now romr to the* last {Htint rind that in thi* miiiHhion of our proviiirial 
♦•oiitrihution. Wi* have heard very little this atti^rniMiu on this subject; 
hut 1 4|iresuiiie that iiieiiihers are utretid> aware that the (tovenunent 
i»f India have eonie to the eonelusiou that we must again he given M'snite 
anti they propose to nlh»w the noiiiMsioii «if the tontriluition for a further 
period t»f three years, ^ This is the fruit of the applitaition tti which I 
referretl in my liutlget sp€*<*< h. anti when (he jiiotMisal gt»es thi'ough w*e 
shall W in tKe poHitum, («> whit h I allutled, of Inung aide to make a 
further ad\an<*e and get on with iuea'»ureH of saiMtatitm ami education. 
Iiis^iNid ttf l*citig Ml tlehcit in our tioritial ex|H'ndituie we shall he Us. dO 
lakhs Ml sui pills ami have to tlrnw oidy Us. I’ti lakhs i>ii our halam ea at 
rhe piesenl iiioinent. Halm Suiemlra Nath Uay has referriHl to the fea t 
tliat ti e lontrilmlion lia«% heen leniitted only for tiiree yent's. We may. 
I think, safely assume that the contrihutioii w'ill not lie levied again. It 
bioultl he %iitiiinkalde that s\e sitould he i alieti upon to pay our contrihu* 
^Uon while othei pio\inces are seeuriiig reduction, In any case I should 
not he surprised if with iiieieasing pronpoiily tliere will lx* any ques- 
tion of i<#ntnhui ions after the expiry c»f the thwe years, 'iaking thaf 
\ieH, ( think, we ran count on this surplus as IxMiig a recur i ing furpltis. 
avaij^iide for ttxumng needs, iiei|rls of which we stand so much in want. 
*Allnsion'. have heen made to our promiM» to gj%e the priM-eeil" ol our new 
taxation toward" the transferrer! departments: wefl, with this sinplu" we 
shall he ahie to fulfil in part our promise to do so. It is in a manner 
the fruit" of our taxation; and we shall In* in a laisition tn give the Us. *K) 
lakhs, or the hulk of it at any rate, to the m*e<Uof the transfermi depart- 
ment". It will U* now for the Ministers to work out ami hring forwanl 
s<'home% of rh*! elopment ; arid when tiie Coumdl meets in tin* rains 1 hine 
no riouht. that they will riiiue forward with supplementary demands 
for the utiiisatifHi of this surjdus. I think we may take, it that mil 
anxiety is piaetii ally at an end as regard^ the remission of our provincial 
<’fiiitrit5uti«m. We Irnvt^ not, however, ahaterl our elaiin for a total 
revision of the Mestoii Settlement, ami as I hnxe said la'fme on s<»vera! 
<H*easioris — And I repeated it in tny Bt|dget sfwHndi — we^sliall not losi* 
sight of this queolioft. Meawhrle, we have securerl u imsition which has 
prixlutfed a welcome change in r»ur financtrd position. We need no 
hmgf'r keep on marking lime, there is itiueli to Iw* done and ran la* done, 
ex'eii wiali the lieneht that we hax't* secured frmn this retfiisston, and I r an 
assure the rouncil*that^iy honTile €*olleagijes in the Executive t'ouneil 
will do alt in their power to aasist (he uewr Ministers in the furAbermnee 
|of Hchemes in which they, the Ministers, and all mcmlM*rs of this 
Council, take so deep an interest. • * • 


a 
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Ownands for Grants. 

27 — Poets a»u Pii/rrAOE (Ueskrveu). 

The Hen'Mo Mr. 4 . DONALD: I be^ to move that a Hum of 
JIm 1,(K),000 he #^ruiit^tl for exp^diture under the head “ 27 — Ports aifll 
Pilota^^e ” (lieseiTed). ^ 

The Memoraiidum which is licfoic (he incnihcrH of (’oiiiicil cx|daiii> 
thereuHonH for this dmituntl. 'Ihin hillows on tlie acceptance hy (ioverii- 
nient of the recmnniendution made hy the Ketrenchnitmt Committee in 
the matter tif the ]>ofdin^ of ianncheH. W’e have, witli certain excep- 
tioiiH, pooled our luiimheM and have made sfiecial 'arrtin^ementH hy 
\\hicli we Khali he aide to ellect repairs foi tin* Kasti'm llen^'‘al launc]i(‘N 
in the projawwi Dockyard at Natain^ran.j. We Imve now a (le])oto»it a 
distance of ahout loni miles trom Nai ainjraii j u]> the liakhva rivei, hut 
it Ih not a very Muitahle site ami we Khali havt* to KjM'ml much mimey 
in aCfjuiKitiou of the land ami in th<‘ inMt^^sary hnildin^»:>. Thi- new 
site will Ik* much lieitei Huit<‘<l for (nir w«uks and (Ikmc are already 
several huildiii^H all vei\ aihiptful tor our pnrjfose. Tht' ii^i(^er is \erJ 
fully explained in the Memoramhim, and the ^reen lMK»k which is noitr 
hein^^ handed round to memheiK «>f Council will an idea of what 

we pro|M»Ke tfi purchate. 1 can assuu* the Corrncil that the schf'ine 
will pjfive to Iw a very remunerative one and elTe( t a I'onsiderahle 
eavinjf in tmr chargee for lauirches » ^ 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY l After iM’aiiiig tin* stateinerH 
which has h(M*!i made hy the llon'Ide Mr. Donald and ^’oing through 
the papers which have heen « iiculutcd. 1 think rt dcsiraldt' to ask f<»i 
leave to witlhlniw the motion. 

The following motion was (hen, hy leave of the (’ouncil, with- 
draw rr : — . 

“ "I hat the demand of Us. l.tMt.tltK) under the head ‘ 27 — Pints ’and 
Pilotage ’ he refused.” 

The imirrien of the llon'lde Mr. d. Donald war* then put ami agi^d to 

87;-MlsrKI.I.ANKOrs DKrAUTUKNTS ( Uk.'>KRVKI)|. 

Tht Htn'blt Mr. 4 . DONALD: 1 Ug to move that a ^um of 
Us, JkS.tKK) he gninted for ex]>enditure under the head “ d7— Miacelluneous 
l)t*|uu‘tmentH ** (Ueserved). \ 

This lia« also l>een explaineil in the Meino^iuiduhi 'Khe inoney i» 
requiredto settle theaeeount«» i>f the Calcutta Kxhibition utuI the HritiMbl 
Empire Exhibition. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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45— SrPKKANjrATlOK ALtOWANCKJS ANP PKNSiaNS (RksKHVKP). ^ 

Tlip 4m DONALD: I io movt* th»i a aani of 

Ni. 5,5<),(MX) irmiited for cxpenditiir# under the head 45~-Supeiieuiiuiu 
ttou AiiowaiH’fA nru) iViuiioim (UejU'rvtHl). 

Tbi» Meuionitidiiui on tho KuhjiH*t U not quite at'curate* and it d«x?a 
not quili' diM-loMc tho ut'tual Htate ul ufTatre. a matter of faet, the 
iiurlu^e over the Hiid^^t estimate in due to two main niUAea. In the 
first plaiT, it will Ih‘ iememlH*red that t»direri» rei'eiviMl a ronsideialdo 
im reaise in pay three years a^ro and, therefi»re. the piuisioit of theao 
ottieers <*u retirement has <'orres|K>ndinp’ly inereaM*d, neiessitatiiijr a 
larpei provismn in the total rhur>re»». AKaiii, the ayntem mm' iidtqded 
for the j»:i\4neut of peto^ifuis of retired offieers livin^f in other jrrovineeii 
fras neresMtated itirretiHeil pnivi^ion. hiKtead of iiiendy |>u\inp to tJie 
(4her provime (he aumial amount of tin* peiisioitM of such offieerH^ we 
eapitalise the amount and make this over tt> the other (iuvern motif, 
which llii'n takes the ies|M»o«ihiliiy for future |uiyiiteiita. 

Hahti Manmatha Nath Hoy heiti);;: ulisent, the ioliowiu^ Ijjutiui) 
standing in his name wuh ntit movoil: - 

** That the dtMiiaiid of Ks. 0 . 0 ( 1 . (MM) u^tM tile head ' 4r> — Siiporeiitiua* 
tioii Allowances and l*enNie«ns* he refusetl.'* 

Rah HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS What t rannol tindois 
stuml i** (III**: how ran this(<«me umter the Hen^al Hudj^et K That i« 
ir^' |MMnt. ^ ^ 

Tha Han'bla Mf» J* DONALD: T have just ^i^xphnned to thejpouneil 
I he main lea^'Oijs for the im rense. 'rhe adjusiinifiil oS Gif tinifHluia of 
the l'(<^t and 'l‘elej;i apli Ifopar tmen('« a minor item: it is ti me|‘{i , 
adpistmeiit fiom last year- we are liable for the peii*i<^n rhar^ea of 
retired <ilHrers of tlnise depaitmentH whose iMOisioiiK were Hutictioitod 
prior («» April, and the additional fijrme is merely an adjuMtiiieiit 

whith was not effcn ted in (he previous year. 

The followinj,^ motion of Uai Ilarendninuth ('hatidhuri wan (hen, by 
li*ave of the t’ounril, withdrawn;— 

“ 1 hat the demand of Uh, 5/d),tMK]l tinder (he head * 45 — Kiiperntintiii* 
tioii AlhiwarireM and Pensions ’ W redtieed by He. 1.*' 

'Mie^motion of the llon'blo Mr. J. Donald waa thc^i put and ay^iwed 
to. • 

olA NIlSrni.l AJCKOrs Aiwi STMK?tTS fKF.hKl(Vr4)) BKTWRKIt 

m* f’KNTHAI, ANf» PKOVINflU. ( l0VKH51IKf«TH. 

Til®* Htfi’blt Mrt 4, DONALD: 1 be^ to move that a autn of 

Rs. 7,tHM» be jn*i»nte<I for qxi>enditiire under the head *T>1 A^-MiiieeUa* 
neouA Adjustment# betwe<^ Centml and Prcnineial Oovenimfitta ' * 
(Rwrved). * * 
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lliis in the com! of training two officerK in England for tho 

Forwit Service instead of one and we haveiiad tocdouble the provision. 

« ^ \ 

12lie following motion standing in the name of Babu Manmatha 

Nath Roy was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“That the demand of Rs. 7,0()() for expenditure under the bead 

* 51A-“MiMrellaneou.s Adjustments*’ be refused. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. ,1. Donald was then put a]|d a^eed 
to. 

bb—CoNsTurc^noN ok liiRKiATioN, Navigation, Embankment and 

Dh UNAGE WoHKS NOT (TIAHGKR TO HeVENI E (RksKHVKI)). 

The Hon'ble Maharaia K8HAUNISH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur ef 

I beg to move that a sum of Us. ‘ibJKM) lie granted for exjiendi-^ 
tore under the head “ hh—f’onstriietioii of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankmetii amlDrainage Works not charged to Revenue” (Reserved). 

This has been clearly explained in the Memorandum which has been 
issued. • , 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I sent in this motion 
when the Memorandum ilid not reach me. No new expend ituie^^is pro- 
|H)se<l, but simply some adilitioiial expenditure tor the purjM>Ht* of giving 
euhaiKMHh eoiniMMisaiion. 1, therefore, beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. , . 

The following motion was then, by leave of the ('ouneil, with- 
drawn:— ' 

♦ "That thA'demamI of Rs. 25.IMM) for e.NjKUiditure under the head 
‘ ()i)~ (’onstnic(i(m of lrrig;ition. Navigation. Kmhankment and Drain- 
age Works not charged to Revenue ’ reduced by Re. 1.” 

The motion of the llou’hh' Maharaja Pahudur of Nadia was then 
put and agreed to. 


Adloummtnl, 

The Council IMUI then adjournwl (ill P.|l. on Tuesday, the I7th 
Man^h, WZb, Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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